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... a welcoming community,  

inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have 
an ever-deepening relationship with Jesus.  

We are inspired to show God’s love to the world 
with joy and hope. 

Having been through the first experience of lockdown in the spring, it is probably true to 
say that, apart from the various challenges it presents, there are also some opportunities. 
We may find that we have more of that precious gift of time. But, as well as being a gift, 
time can also be a challenge. How do we use our time? How do we cope with being at 
home more than we are used to? 

This time provides us with a wonderful opportunity for spiritual growth. What do I mean? 
In the normal course of events we often resist being silent, having time on our hands, or 
being alone. Most of us prefer to be busy. Sometimes we keep ourselves busy with being 
busy. When we are busy, we need not think too much about life, God, our relationship 
with God or our eternal salvation. We can just get on with being busy. 

Lockdown forces us to stop. What are we to do? What about prayer? Spend fifteen 
minutes in prayer every day during lockdown. Prayer is raising mind and heart to God. We 
can do this in church, at home or during a walk in the countryside. Our bishops invite us 
to pray each evening at 6 pm. We could pray the Lord’s Prayer, the Rosary, the Angelus, 
or read a passage from the Bible. 

The bishops also invite us to keep a vigil of prayer on the eve of the Feast of Christ the 
King. English Martyrs Church will be open for private prayer and Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament from 7 pm until 9 pm on Saturday, 21 November. Bishop Philip invites 
us to keep 24 hours for the Lord on November 27. English Martyrs will be open for pri-
vate prayer and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 9 am until 6 pm and from 8 pm 
until 10 am on Saturday, 28 November. These opportunities for prayer are for the intention 
of an end to the pandemic. 

Let us try to use this time of lockdown fruitfully. If this time is to be fruitful, we need to 
reflect on the opportunities presented, devise a plan, and put the plan into action. Plan 
time for prayer in lockdown. Get into the habit of raising mind and heart to God each day 
and it will transform your life for the better. It will also turn a potentially dark and chal-
lenging time into a time of personal growth and happiness. 

Fr Michael 

All the latest information about the Parish is updated regularly on the website so do 
check in regularly if you can:  www.englishmartysrdg.org.uk  

We also have a livestream on You Tube.: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVh4RKNcsEo  

https://www.englishmartyrsrdg.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVh4RKNcsEo


Would you like to receive the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
during Lockdown2? 

Confessions will be heard outside the front 
of the Church and socially-distanced at 5pm 
on Saturday and 4pm on Sunday.  

REST IN PEACE 
Please pray for the repose of 
the soul of Patrick Flood 
whose funeral will be celebrat-
ed this week. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O 
Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon him. 

BLESSING OF GRAVES 
Due to lockdown, this cannot happen 
in the this year. Instead, we will hold a 
live-streamed service at 3pm on Sun-
day 8th November (https://youtu.be/
WVh4RKNcsEo)or click on the link on 
the website.  

Reading Community Hub 

If you are struggling to cope, you can contact the Hub for help with urgent food and prescription 

needs, getting a priority supermarket delivery slot, or other issues such as debt, loneliness, stress 

and anxiety. 

You can contact the Hub in the following ways: 

Fill in the online Hub form 

• By calling 0808 189 4325 

• Via Reading Deaf Centre on SMS 07704 687298 or fax 0118 950 0507 

 

The Hub is a partnership between Reading Borough Council, Reading Voluntary Action and vol-
untary and community partners in the town. 

Woolhampton Parish PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

Parish Office, Douai Abbey, Upper Woolhampton, RG7 5TQ 

Hours: 20 hours per week (to be arranged) 
Closing date: Mon 16 November 
Interviews: w/c 23 November 
For informal enquiries, Job Description and Ap-

plication contact the parish priest, Fr Peter 

Bowe:  E: pp@douaiabbey.org.uk or  

T: 0118 971 5371  

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenglishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Defc231889840db255ab731657%26id%3Dbcee71fa24%26e%3D91f7b61da7&data=04%7C01%7C%7C52180794a1524eb6e6fd08d881c692d2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb43
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenglishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Defc231889840db255ab731657%26id%3Dbcee71fa24%26e%3D91f7b61da7&data=04%7C01%7C%7C52180794a1524eb6e6fd08d881c692d2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb43
https://self.reading.gov.uk/service/the_hub


Mass Intentions: Thirty-second week in Ordinary Time 
32nd Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

(both Masses livestreamed) 

  

Saturday 7th November 
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6pm 
Deceased members of McCormack and 

Martland families  

Sunday 8th November 10.00am Annie Kate and Thomas Walsh RIP 

   

Tuesday 10th November 
 

7pm Ted Whitehead RIP 

Wednesday 11th November 
 

7pm Dermot Walsh RIP 

Thursday 12th November 7pm Ryan Flood RIP 

Friday 13th November 7pm 
James & Minnie McGowan & Family 

RIP 

   

Thirty-third Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

  

Saturday 14th November 
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6pm Chris Moran RIP 

Sunday 15th November 10.00am Iva Miraglia RIP 

Parish Priest:     Canon Michael Dennehy      
         mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Assisting Priest: Fr Richard Maniak 
Parish Office:     phone and e-mail monitored. 
          0118 957 2149         
        englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Parish Safeguarding Officer:    
         Charlie McArthur 
         Contact through parish office number. 
 

Schools:    English Martyrs Catholic Primary School,  
     Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 
     Head: Mrs Doberska   0118  937 5466  

 
 
 

Blessed Hugh Faringdon Catholic School,  
Fawley Road, Reading   RG30 3EP 
Head: Dr Simon Uttley   0118 957 4730             

64 Liebenrood Road, Reading RG30 2EB 
Registered Charity No. 246871 
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