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Closer to Christ Campaign Announcement Letter 

English Martyrs, Reading 

Dear Parishioners of English Martyrs, 

I am sure you will agree when I say this last year has been extraordinary. Yet although many aspects 
of our lives have been impacted, our Catholic faith has remained the one constant. I am 
encouraged by those returning to Mass, the large numbers joining livestream liturgies, parishioners 
supporting neighbours, friends and loved ones. I also wish to thank wholeheartedly those clergy who 
have worked so tirelessly to sustain and     support the communities under their care. It is this 
steadfast commitment that has progressed the Church across the Diocese of Portsmouth since the 
late 19th century. 
As a faith community, we have been through some challenging tim es in the past yet by God's grace, 
we have always shown resilience, compassion and generosity. Fifteen years ago, the Living Our Faith 
campaign had a tremendous and wide-reaching effect, and I am grateful for all it enabled. I am 
confident now with the intercession of the English Martyrs and our patron, St. Edmund of Abingdon, 
that we have the strength to continue our great mission of 'Bringing People Closer to Jesus Christ 
Through His Church'. 

Further to much prayer, consideration and consultation with clergy and laity, we have embarked on a 
new fundraising initiative entitled Closer to Christ. This will build upon the mission of our church, 
enabling us to continue our journey to become ever more outward facing and evangelistic, while 
meeting the immediate financial priorities of parishes, who are the backbone of our Church. 

Central to the success of our mission, is the continued support of our clergy at all stages of ministry, 
those individuals who give their lives to serve our parish communities. Closer to Christ will fund our 
seminarians and priests in active ministry and rejuvenate our parishes, ensuring they have the necessary 
resources to provide a place for prayer, worship and community interaction, meeting a broad range of 
faith needs and giving them a platform to thrive.  

 



We must also care for our priests in their retirement, recognising the important work they have 
achieved in delivering our mission and the contribution they continue to make in so many ways 
following a life of service and dedication to local parish life. 

The Closer to Christ Campaign is a 'call to action' which invites parishioners to become more fully 
and sacrificially involved in the life of the Church - to collectively build God's Kingdom and live the 
Gospel, especially in providing for others. Simultaneously, the Closer to Christ Campaign reflects a 
commitment to enhanced communications and stewardship of donors' generosity. Over the next two 
years, every parish will participate in this endeavour. We are commencing with four pilot parishes and 
I am delighted that English Martyrs, Reading is one of these. 

In the coming months, Canon Dennehy will be sharing with you in more detail the objectives of this 
initiative - through individual conversations, telephone/video calls and announcements at Mass. I 
appreciate your willingness to learn more, ask questions, consider the role you could play and importantly 
pray for our success. 

Towards the end of his Letter to the Philippians, St. Paul says: "Th ere is no need to worry, but if there 
is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving" (Ph il 4: 6). I look 
forward to us all accomplishing together the Lord's work, moving from maintenance to mission. 

 

  In Corde Jesu 

 
Bishop of Portsmouth  
 
 

 
This Sunday, 20th June, is a Day for Life and there will be a collection for CBCEW to support 
their advocacy in this area.   If you would like to make a donation, an on line fundraising page 
had been created and can be accessed at: 
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/day-for-life 

 

A message from Sue Sarjent. 
 
Many thanks to parishioners who have supported me with prayers and offers of help following 
the death of my beloved husband, Michael. 
Special thanks to Fr. Michael, to Pia and the stewards who contributed to a wonderful 
celebration of Michael’s life.    Mass will be offered for your intentions. 
 

https://portsmouthdicoese.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f45e1d9464cfcb22c391f016&id=6b366f0581&e=e628abea43


ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 

Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 
mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Assistant Priest: Canon Simon Treloar 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Parish Office: telephone and e-mail monitored 
Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska 0118 937 5466 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 0118 957 4730 

MASS TIMES 

 

 Open Masses. No booking required. 
 

 Monday 21st at 09.30am  

 Tuesday 22nd at 9.30am  

 Wednesday 23rd at 9.30am 

 Thursday 24th at 9.30am  

 Friday 25th at 9.30am 

 Saturday 26th at 10.00am 

Saturday 26th (Vigil) at 6.00pm;  

Sunday 27th at 7.30am: 9.30am: 11.30am: 3.00pm and 5.00pm.  Book your place at 
https://englishmartyrsrdg.eventbrite.co.uk  (Bookings open at 8.00pm Monday 21st) 

 

 

The following Masses will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel; 
Saturday (Vigil) at 6.00pm and Sunday at 09.30 & 11.30am. 
With more and more people attending Mass in person, in the coming weeks 
only one Sunday Mass will be livestreamed. Details to follow. 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on:  
Saturday 26th after 10am Mass and at 5.00pm.  
Sunday 27th at 4.00pm 

 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER 
The church will be open from 10.00am to 6.00pm Monday 
21st to Saturday 26th.   
 

 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
https://englishmartyrsrdg.eventbrite.co.uk/


 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION EVERY FRIDAY 
Between 10.00am and 6.00pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Available on Zoom (our website Calendar page has the links) 
 
Faith Formation:- weekly on a Monday 7.00 to 9.00pm :         

Homegroups:- Thursdays 7.30 to 9.00pm :  

Emmaus Groups:- various days/times :  

Divine Mercy Chaplet:- 3.00pm Daily :                          

Pray the Rosary:- 4.00pm Daily :  

Night Prayer:- 9.00pm Daily 

 

Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let 
the Catholic Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved 
one would like a visit from a priest. 
 

 
 

CARING FOR THE ENVIRONMENT - FACE MASKS 

 

 

Every day in the UK, millions of 
disposable face masks end up in landfill, 

with others abandoned elsewhere. 

Have you considered using reusable, 
washable masks that can be bought in 

most stores? 

Not only will you save money but you will 
be helping to show you  

care for God's Creation. 

 
 



 



 



MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 19th to Sunday 27th June  
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time                    

Saturday 19th June 
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

 

6.00pm  
(Public Mass) 

Live Streamed 

Jim Pickering RIP 

Sunday 20th June 7.30am 
(Public Mass) 

People of the Parish 

Live Streamed 
9.30am  

(Public Mass) 
Nancy Munnelly RIP 

Live Streamed 
11.30am  

(Public Mass) 
Delia and Charles Taylor RIP 

 3.00pm 
(Public Mass) 

John Noonan RIP 

 5.00pm  
(Public Mass) 

Sheila Gallagher RIP 

Monday 21st June 09.30am 
(Open Mass) 

Michael Kelly RIP 

Tuesday 22nd June 
Feast of St. John Fisher & St. 

Thomas More 

9.30am  
(Open Mass) 

Mary Nevin 

Wednesday 23rd June 9.30am 
(Open Mass) 

Kathleen Lunney-Walsh RIP 

Thursday 24th June 
Nativity of John the Baptist 

9.30am 
(Open Mass) 

Fr. George Curton RIP 

Friday 25th June 
  

9.30am  
(Open Mass) 

Ana Josepha Olivera RIP 

Saturday 26th June 10.00am 
(Open Mass) 

Stephen Leonard RIP 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time                               
Saturday 26th June 

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 
6.00pm  

(Public Mass) 
Timmy Guidera & deceased members of 

the Guidera & Mangan families RIP 
Sunday 27th June 7.30am  

(Public Mass) 
Mike Sarjent RIP 

 9.30am  
(Public Mass) 

Louie Fearns RIP 

 11.30am  
(Public Mass) 

Elizabeth Ann Campbell RIP 

 3.00pm 
(Public Mass) 

People of the Parish 

 5.00pm  
(Public Mass) 

Mary Togher 

 
 
 


