
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

 

 

 
 

24th / 25th July 2021 
 

 
 
This is the first of five consecutive Sundays when we hear from the Gospel of John, and specifically 
from the Bread of Life Discourse which is to be found in chapter 6. It is a wonderful opportunity in 
these warm summer days to reflect on the presence of Jesus in the Mass and to grow in appreciation of 
the fact that the Eucharist, Holy Communion is Jesus, truly and substantially present. These weeks also 
give us an opportunity to dream, as Pope Francis invites us to do, of what our celebrations of Sunday 
Mass might be like when we finally put the current restrictions behind us.  
 
Eucharistic faith is being challenged today by Catholics who believe that the presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist is merely some kind of symbolic presence. A survey of Catholics in America a few years ago 
indicated that 70% of Catholics did not believe in the real presence. By the real presence we mean that 
the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ at Mass. The term Eucharistic coherence means 
that only a life of faith and love is consistent with reception of Communion, and a life lived in fidelity to 
the gospel. We need to be in a state of grace when we receive Communion, in other words, free from 
grave sin. 
 
I have been thinking of welcome and how we become an increasingly welcoming parish. Our parish vision 
describes our Parish of the English Martyrs as a welcoming community. Are we welcoming? Welcome 
needs to be in the culture if the parish is to be a welcoming community, and not just a job left to a few 
willing volunteers. Welcome involves the whole experience from the moment a person arrives in the car 
park to the moment they leave. It has as much to do with hospitality and safety as it has to do with 
saying hello, hopefully with a smile. It is about caring for and engaging with the individual person. 
 
I have been dreaming of a space where we can extend welcome, a space that makes a clear statement 
about our desire and intent to be a welcoming community. I have been speaking with groups and 
individuals about putting a roof in the courtyard area immediately opposite the entrance we have been 
using now for a year. I am referring to the present garden area. I have been referring to this project as 
the Centenary Welcome Project as we anticipate the centenary of the laying of the foundation stone of 
English Martyrs’ Church in just over four years. 
 
I will attempt to develop some ideas in the coming weeks about making the Eucharist, the Mass 
increasingly central to all that we do and about making welcome of friend and stranger to the truth of 
the Lord’s Eucharistic presence an ever-greater priority.      

 
 

                                                            Fr. Michael 
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MASS TIMES 
Open Masses. No booking required. 

 

 Monday 26th at 09.30am  

 Tuesday 27th at 9.30am  

 Wednesday 28th at 9.30am 

 Thursday 29th at 9.30am  

 Friday 30th at 9.30am 

 Saturday 31st NO 10.00am MASS 

Saturday 31st (Vigil) at 6.00pm;       
Sunday 1st August at 7.30am: 9.30am: 
11.30am: 3.00pm and 5.00pm.            
Book your place at 
https://englishmartyrsrdg.eventbrite.co.uk  
(Bookings open at 8.00pm Monday 26th) 

 
6.00pm Vigil Mass and 11.30am Sunday 
Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube 
channel. 

 

 

Confessions will be heard on Sunday 1st August at 4.00pm 
CONFESSION WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY 31st JULY.  
 

 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER 
The church will be open from 10.00am to 6.00pm Monday 26th to 

Saturday 31st. 

 

Available on Zoom (our website Calendar page has the links) 
 
Faith Formation:- weekly on a Monday 7.00 to 9.00pm :         

Homegroups:- Thursdays 7.30 to 9.00pm : Emmaus Groups:- various days/times :  

Divine Mercy Chaplet:- 3.00pm Daily : Pray the Rosary:- 4.00pm Daily :  

Night Prayer:- 9.00pm Daily 

 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
https://englishmartyrsrdg.eventbrite.co.uk/


 
 
 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place every Friday, from 
10:00am to 6.00pm. 

Come for 15 minutes, 30 minutes or more, for some time of silent 
prayer before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

To allow us to continue Adoration every Friday, we need 2 volunteers 
for each hour.   If you can commit to just one hour between 10.00am 
and 6:00pm every week then please email your details to: 

englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 
 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic 
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one would like 
a visit from a priest. 
 
 
 

 

Women of the Bible 
Miriam, Asenath, Dinah. 

Who are these women? Learn more about 
them and many others in a series of short 
pieces about women of the Bible in “blog” 
format.   
Click on:  https://women-of-the-bible.com/ 
 

 

 

 
And for our younger parishioners…… 

 
Five Minutes with Teddy and Jesus 

Short videos re-telling the life of Jesus for young children. 
Click on:  https://five-minutes-with-teddy-and-jesus.org/ 

 
 

mailto:englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://women-of-the-bible.com/
https://five-minutes-with-teddy-and-jesus.org/


 

CARING  FO R  CREAT ION  
 
“During summer time, let us learn how to take a break, 
turn off the mobile phone, gaze into the eyes of others, 
cultivate silence, contemplate nature, regenerate 
ourselves in dialogue with God”.  

 Pope Francis  
 

 
 
 

 

It is a great joy that we will be having ordinations to 

the diaconate and ordinations to the priesthood on 

Saturday 31st July at Portsmouth Cathedral.  

Anthony Fyk** and Paul Nwune are to be ordained priests of the Diocese. 

During the same Mass, James Lewis, who continues his studies for the 

priesthood at Allen Hall, will be ordained to the diaconate. 

The Mass will be at 11 am and you are welcome to follow it on-line. 

 
 

** It is with great pleasure that we announce that Bishop Philip has appointed 
Anthony Fyk as assistant priest here at English Martyrs Parish.  Anthony will be 
joining us at the end of September. 
 
 

Handyman Needed 
We have a number of paving slabs outside the church which are uneven and are in 
need of either re-laying or replacing. 
 
If you or someone you know can assist then please let the Parish Office know.  
 

Thank you. 
 
 
 

https://portsmouthdiocese.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04bcc8430c87c5529461e65e6&id=636497ab6b&e=51dce3a40f


 

 

 

 

FRIDAY 6th AUGUST 

 
 
 



MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 24th to Sunday 1st August  
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time                    

Saturday 24th July 
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
(Public Mass) 

Live Streamed 

Gregory Nanayakkara RIP 

Sunday 25th July 7.30am 
(Public Mass) 

People of the Parish 

 
9.30am  

(Public Mass) 
Live Streamed 

Mick McSoley RIP 

 
11.30am  

(Public Mass) 
Live Streamed 

Maurice Flynn RIP 

 
3.00pm 

(Public Mass) 
Maurice Flynn RIP 

 5.00pm  
(Public Mass) 

Kathleen Gaughan and  
Kevin Commins RIP 

Monday 26th July 
Ss Joachim and Ann, Parents of 

the Blessed Virgin, Mary 

09.30am 
(Open Mass) 

Private intention 

Tuesday 27th July 
 

9.30am  
(Open Mass) 

Private intention 

Wednesday 28th July 9.30am 
(Open Mass) 

Private intention 

Thursday 29th July 
St. Martha 

9.30am 
(Open Mass) 

Private intention 

Friday 30th July 
 

9.30am  
(Open Mass) 

Ken Jackson RIP 

Saturday 31st July 
 

NO 10.00am MASS == 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time                               
Saturday 31st July 

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 
6.00pm  

(Public Mass) 
Deceased members of the McCormack 

and the Martland families RIP 
Sunday 1st August 7.30am  

(Public Mass) 
People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
(Public Mass) 

Micheal Conneely 

 11.30am  
(Public Mass) 

Dan Horgan RIP 

 3.00pm 
(Public Mass) 

Private intention 

 5.00pm  
(Public Mass) 

John Bartlett RIP 

 



 
 

Message to the Diocese from the Bishop 
20th July 2021 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,  
 
Earlier this week, the Government relaxed many of the restrictions it put in place 
because of the pandemic. Even so, the virus continues to be present, and as a Diocese, 
we will need to continue creating safe environments in our parish churches and 
properties, so that everyone, particularly the elderly and the vulnerable, can visit 
church, participate in Mass and share in parish life, safely and with confidence. (For the 
guidance we have issued to enable this, see here.)  
 
The noble mission of our Diocese is: Bringing People Closer to Jesus Christ through 
His Church. It is in our churches that the Lord unites us together, sanctifies, teaches 
and guides us, and feeds us with the Sacraments of eternal life, sending us out on 
mission and service. During the lockdowns, many have followed Mass online and we 
thank God for all who helped to make that possible. But online is not the same as 
‘inline.’ It’s not the same as being there, as actually receiving Jesus in Holy Communion. 
It’s not the same as sharing with our brothers and sisters in the life and mission of the 
eucharistic community.  
 
This is why I wish to say to everyone: Now is the time to come back to the Lord to be 
nourished by His Word and Sacraments! Now is the time for everyone to return to 
church. The Lord is calling to us in our hearts: “The sheep that belong to me listen to 
my voice” (John 10: 27). He promises: “Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
lives in me and I in him” (John 6: 56). He says: “I have come that they may have life and 
have it to the full” (John 10: 10). As Catholics, we do not follow Christ Jesus simply out 
of habit or obligation. We follow him because we love him. We follow him because he 
calls us. We follow him because he is our Saviour: He laid down His life for us. So I now 
say to you and to all: Come back to the Lord in Sunday Mass. Come to be nourished 
by his Word and his Sacraments! 
 
Thank you for listening – and please be assured of my prayers. 
 
In Corde Iesu, 
 
+Philip 
 
Bishop of Portsmouth 



CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES  
 

Statement from the Catholic Bishops of England  
 

Sunday – it is our Day1 
 
On 19th July, the current legislative powers which assist the mitigations against the covid-19 virus 
transmission will be rescinded by HM Government. Nevertheless, there will be an 
encouragement to personal and corporate responsibility in this area; as the Prime Minister said 
in his most recent statement “The pandemic is not over.”  Even without this legislation in place, 
the Church in England and Wales will be adopting a cautious approach to capacity and activity 
within our buildings, especially at corporate acts of worship.    
 
We are mindful of the certain fact that the Covid-19 virus is still circulating in society.  Vaccines 
provide genuine protection against the worst effects of the virus, yet we recognise the legitimate 
fear on the part of some who otherwise desire to gather for Holy Mass.  It is our continuing 
judgement, therefore, that it is not possible at the present time for all of the faithful to attend 
Mass on a Sunday thus fulfilling their duty to God. 
 
It is hoped that it will be possible for all Catholics in England and Wales to fulfil this most 
important Church precept, that of the Sunday Obligation, by the First Sunday in Advent 2021. 
In the meantime, all Catholics are asked to do their best to participate in the celebration of the 
weekly Sunday Mass and to reflect deeply on the centrality of Sunday worship in the life of the 
Church. 
 
In April, following our Plenary Assembly, we offered a reflection on the experience of the 
extraordinary long months of the pandemic. It was titled The Day of the Lord.  We also began to 
look at the way forward.   We spoke about the important invitation to restore the Sunday Mass 
to its rightful centrality in our lives.  We asked for a rekindling in our hearts of a yearning for the 
Real Presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, as our response to the total, sacrificial love that Jesus 
has for us.  We said: “The Eucharist should be the cause of our deepest joy, our highest manner 
of offering thanks to God and for seeking his mercy and love. We need to make it the foundation 
stone of our lives.” 
 
May this continue to be our striving during these coming months as we journey back to the full 
celebration of our Sunday Mass and our renewed observance of The Day of the Lord.  
 
 

 
1 St Jerome, In Die Dominica Paschae II 
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