English Martyrs’ Newsletter

28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR B)

9th /10th October 2021

OUR PARISH VISION

To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope.

Q & A s on the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Q. What is the Sacrament of Reconciliation?
A. The Sacrament of Reconciliation, also known as Confession or Penance, is a sacred encounter with
God’s mercy and love where the forgiveness of sins committed after Baptism happens. Through God’s
grace, we come to the realisation that our sins of not loving God, our neighbour, and ourselves have
wounded ourselves and others and therefore we desire reconciliation. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
one of the seven sacraments. Specifically, it is a sacrament of healing. When we acknowledge the wrong
we have done and are sorry for the sins we may have committed, we confess them to God, in the
celebration of the sacrament, and pardon and peace are given. An act of penance, such as a prayer or act
of charity, is given to help us configure with Christ.
Q. Why should we go to this Sacrament?
A. All humans have the desire to be loved, acknowledged, and accepted in life. God desires for his
children to experience in a concrete and personal way his forgiveness and peace. Sadly, our sins damage
our relationship between us and God, between each other, and hurts ourself. Reconciliation helps along
the journey to restore and strengthen the bond of love between us and God, between each other, and
helps restore inner peace. Jesus instituted this sacrament for this purpose of granting pardon for our
sins and to live a life of peace.
Q. But why do I have to go to a priest, is that restricting God’s mercy?
A. True, God’s mercy is infinite, and it is not bound by sacraments; but the ordinary way for Catholics to
encounter God’s grace is through the sacraments of the Church. The confessor-priest is not the master
or controller of God’s forgiveness, but its servant. (cf. CCC 1466). The confessor-priest, in this capacity,
acts as a representative for the Church and helps the individual along the way. When we go to our GP,
they usually ask us what our problems or symptoms are in order to get a diagnosis. When we put names to
our sins, struggles, and misdeeds, it helps with the healing process of being honest with God in areas
where we need his help and grace.
Q. I am afraid or nervous of confession. I don’t know what to say.
A. Don’t worry! We are human and have different emotions. Take your time, use the words you feel
comfortable with and that come to your mind. Remember that in this sacrament you are talking to God,
with the priest assisting you. No sin is unforgiveable. The priest is not there to judge or condemn you,
but to journey with you as you encounter God’s mercy and love. It is important to recall that priests are
penitents too and frequent the sacrament of reconciliation, so they know how it feels! Do not be afraid,
and if you are nervous, just tell the priest. There are numerous ‘examination of consciences’ available to
help you in reflecting in what areas of our lives we didn’t love God, our neighbour, or ourselves.
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MASS TIMES: No Booking Required
Weekday Masses:

Sunday Masses:

 Monday to Friday at 09.30am

 Saturday (Vigil) at 6.00pm;

 Saturday at 10.00am

 Sunday at 07.30am : 09.30am
 11.30am and 5.00pm

11.30am Sunday Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel.
Confessions will be celebrated
in the confessional as follows:
Saturday after 10am Mass and
at 5.00pm.
Sunday 30 mins before
7.30am; 9.30am & 11.30am
Masses and at 4.00pm.
15 mins before weekday Mass.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Friday:10.00am to 6.00pm

Available on Zoom (visit our website Calendar page for the links)
Faith Formation:- weekly on a Monday 7.00 to 9.00pm :
Domestic Church:- Alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm
Homegroups:- Thursdays 7.30 to 9.00pm : Emmaus Groups:- various days/times :
Divine Mercy Chaplet:- 3.00pm Daily : Pray the Rosary:- 4.00pm Daily :
Night Prayer:- 9.00pm Daily

Rest In Peace

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of all the faithful departed

Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are
taken into hospital, please let the Catholic
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed
to ask you.
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them
know that you or your loved one would like a visit
from a priest.

Hope into Action is a national charity that provides supported housing to
the homeless by partnering with local churches. A group of
parishioners have agreed to provide friendship and support to residents in a
new Hope into Action house in Reading alongside the professional support
provided by Hope into Action. If you would like to be involved in the
project, there is another information evening on Tuesday 12 October at
7pm. Please contact Mary Lewis on 07967
681020 or mary.lewis@hopeintoaction.org.uk if you would like to attend and
for further details.

"MISSIO Red Boxes: October is the month when efforts are made to
empty red "mission boxes" that many parishioners keep at home to fill
with loose change for overseas missions. Boxes should be emptied by
volunteer "promoters" sometime during the month. Anyone with a box who
is not contacted can bring it to the parish office for forwarding to the
relevant promoter. If you have no box but would like one, you can send a
request via the parish office to Paul Fanning, the local Missio Secretary."

Mission Sunday Mass
Bishop Philip will be celebrating Mission Mass (Universal Mission Sunday) on Tuesday 19th
October 2021 at 12.15pm at St.John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth.
This will be followed by refreshments in the Cathedral discovery Centre.
There will also be a Mission talk after Mass.
If you would like to come along, you will be very welcome.
For more details Please contact :
Fr.Innaiah Maddineni at 023 9237 6151 or scsp@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

I am delighted to report, that over the past 3 weeks, the group have
raised over £400.00 for Reading Refugees by selling Harvest produce
and plants after the 9.30 and 11.30 Masses.
The idea, being part of our Live Simply Plan, was for people to take
whatever they wanted without a specific charge, but could make a
donation in aid of Reading Refugees.
On behalf of our group, I would like to thank you all sincerely for
helping us to raise this amazing sum of money; your hearts have truly
opened to "The Cry of the Poor" as Pope Francis implores us to do!
It may interest you to know, that here in Reading, 500 Afghan families
are being supported and our donation will help them to feel more
comfortable, a lot safer, and most of all, welcome.

Paula Wild (CFC Group)

Are you a natural, empathic listener, looking for an opportunity to develop and use your skills to help
couples in distress? Marriage Care in Reading is looking for volunteer counsellors. We will train you on
our Certificate in Relationship Counselling (CRC) providing you with all the skills, knowledge and practical
experience you need to start counselling couples safely and effectively. For the right candidate this will
be a life-changing opportunity to train and volunteer within a supportive, nurturing and inspiring
community and make the world of difference to couples and families. For further details
visit www.marriagecare.org.uk or contact Sue Cooper at sue.cooper@marriagecare.org

Details of Groups for children and young
people in our parish can be found on our
website by visiting:
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/elevate/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/glow/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/youth-choir/

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 9th to Sunday 17th October.
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday 9th
(Vigil Mass for Sunday)
Sunday 10th

6.00pm

Trisha Burke

7.30am

People of the Parish

9.30am

Hugh and Pamela Roddie RIP

11.30am
Live Streamed
5.00pm

Private intention
Anne O’ Connor RIP

Monday 11th
St. Francis of Assisi
Tuesday 12th

9.30am

Private intention

9.30am

Sophia Maria Henriette Belcher RIP

Wednesday 13th

9.30am

Paul William Knight RIP
Funeral Mass for Lilian Campbell

Thursday 14th

12.00pm
Live Streamed
9.30am

Friday 15th

9.30am

Anne O’Connor RIP

Saturday 16th

10.00am

Antonio Sebastiao Palha RIP

6.00pm

Perera Family intentions

7.30am

People of the Parish

9.30am

Maria Josephina DaSilva RIP

11.30am

Abina and Patrick Flood RIP

5.00pm

Nazario Andrade RIP

Elizabeth Connor RIP

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday 16th
(Vigil Mass for Sunday)
Sunday 17th

