English Martyrs’ Newsletter

29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (YEAR B)

16th /17th October 2021

OUR PARISH VISION

To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope.

Life is a precious gift from God and like any good gift, we must take care of it and respect it.
Our respect for this gift is based on the human dignity of each person. The Second Vatican
Council, in Gaudium et spes, taught that “the root reason for human dignity lies in man’s call to
communion with God. From the very circumstance of his origin man is already invited to converse
with God. For man would not exist were he not created by God’s love and constantly preserved
by it; and he cannot live fully according to truth unless he freely acknowledges that love and
devotes himself to His Creator.” Therefore, there is a vital link between God and human
existence. Created out of love and for love of God and our neighbours, we are called to live in
communion with God and others. True human flourishing and happiness can only take place in
relationship with God.
Because of this inert human dignity based on God’s love, we believe that all life is to be
respected, cherished, and nurtured from conception to natural death. Special respect is
deserved to those who are sick, disabled, and dying. Sickness, illness, and disabilities of any
nature never diminishes the dignity of a person. Therefore, it is never legitimate, for whatever
motive and means, to put an end to the life of disabled, sick, or dying people.
Pope St John Paul II once remarked, “what is at stake is the dignity of the human person, whose
defence and promotion have been entrusted to us by the Creator.” Special care and love must
be shown to those who are suffering, and every legitimate and moral means for easing suffering
must be sought. Respect, love, and compassion must be shown to the suffering for their human
dignity never diminishes.
This coming Friday 22nd October will be the Second Reading of the ‘Assisted Dying’ Bill.
If passed, it will permit a terminally adult who has less than six months to live, to be assisted in
ending their life. Pope Francis has said, “Physician-assisted suicide is part of a ‘throwaway
culture’ that offers a ‘false compassion’ and treats a human person as a problem.
True compassion does not marginalise anyone, nor does it humiliate and exclude – much less
consider the disappearance of a person as a good thing.” We can never treat humans as mere
objects to be thrown away.
Let us earnestly pray, especially this coming week, for our elected representatives to make wise
and prudent decisions to always defend the rights and dignity of all human persons, from
conception to natural death.
Fr Anthony
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MASS TIMES: No Booking Required
Weekday Masses:

Sunday Masses:

 Monday to Friday at 09.30am

 Saturday (Vigil) at 6.00pm;

 Saturday at 10.00am

 Sunday at 07.30am**: 09.30am
 11.30am and 5.00pm
 ** 8.00am On & From 31st October.

11.30am Sunday Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel.
Confessions will be celebrated
in the confessional as follows:
Saturday after 10am Mass and
at 5.00pm.
Sunday 30 mins before
7.30am; 9.30am & 11.30am
Masses and at 4.00pm.
15 mins before weekday Mass.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Friday:10.00am to 6.00pm
including
Praise and Worship
Evening prayer and
Benediction.
5.00pm to 6.00pm
(except on 1st Fridays)

Available on Zoom (visit our website Calendar page for the links)
Faith Formation:- weekly on a Monday 7.00 to 9.00pm :
Domestic Church:- Alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm
Homegroups:- Thursdays 7.30 to 9.00pm : Emmaus Groups:- various days/times :
Divine Mercy Chaplet:- 3.00pm Daily : Pray the Rosary:- 4.00pm Daily :
Night Prayer:- 9.00pm Daily

Rest In Peace

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of all the faithful departed

Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are
taken into hospital, please let the Catholic
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed
to ask you. Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105
to let them know that you or your loved one
would like a visit from a priest.

"MISSIO Red Boxes: October is the month when efforts are made to
empty red "mission boxes" that many parishioners keep at home to fill
with loose change for overseas missions. Boxes should be emptied by
volunteer "promoters" sometime during the month. Anyone with a box who
is not contacted can bring it to the parish office for forwarding to the
relevant promoter. If you have no box but would like one, you can send a
request via the parish office to Paul Fanning, the local Missio Secretary."

Mission Sunday Mass

Bishop Philip will be celebrating Mission Mass (Universal Mission Sunday) on Tuesday 19th
October 2021 at 12.15pm at St.John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth.
This will be followed by refreshments in the Cathedral discovery Centre.
There will also be a Mission talk after Mass.
If you would like to come along, you will be very welcome.
For more details Please contact :
Fr.Innaiah Maddineni at 023 9237 6151 or scsp@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

A Special Invitation to Children
Following the 11.30am Mass on Sunday, 17th October, we would like to
invite the children, to come with their families and plant a bulb in the
parish garden. Grown ups will be there to help you. Planting bulbs will
help to make English Martyrs’ Parish garden a beautiful home in
Springtime for bees and other insects! So, planting a bulb will be such
an important thing to do. We look forward to meeting you all.

Details of Groups for children and young people in our parish can be found on our website
by visiting:
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/elevate/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/glow/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/youth-choir/

Are you a natural, empathic listener, looking for an opportunity to develop and use your skills to help
couples in distress? Marriage Care in Reading is looking for volunteer counsellors. We will train you on
our Certificate in Relationship Counselling (CRC) providing you with all the skills, knowledge and practical
experience you need to start counselling couples safely and effectively. For the right candidate this will
be a life-changing opportunity to train and volunteer within a supportive, nurturing and inspiring
community and make the world of difference to couples and families. For further details
visit www.marriagecare.org.uk or contact Sue Cooper at sue.cooper@marriagecare.org

CLEANERS NEEDED PLEASE!

We urgently need new teams to help as we return to regular (non-COVID) weekly
cleaning. We would like to develop a number of teams, either from people who have
helped in the past or from new people willing to serve. The exact time and days are
still to be confirmed but please contact the office if you are able to help with this
vital act of service for our parish.
Cleaning tasks include vacuum cleaning, washing floors, wiping surfaces.
If you, a group or family can offer to help, please phone or email the parish office.

Friends of the Holy Land Crib Boxes will be emptied this month

Please be aware that Liebenrood Road will be closed to all traffic on
Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st October for resurfacing work.

Thank you to the families who have said already they wish for their child to be confirmed.
Anyone wishing for their child to be confirmed at Easter 2022 should now contact the
Parish Office (englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk)
Further details about the programme will then be communicated to you.

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 16th to Sunday 24th October.
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday 16th
(Vigil Mass for Sunday)
Sunday 17th

6.00pm

Perera Family intentions

7.30am

People of the Parish

9.30am

Maria Josephina DaSilva RIP

11.30am
Live Streamed
5.00pm

Abina and Patrick Flood RIP

Monday 18th

9.30am

Eddie Maher RIP

Tuesday 19th

9.30am

Lilian Campbell RIP

Wednesday 20th

9.30am

Anne O’Connor RIP

Thursday 21st

9.30am

Tess Carter RIP

Friday 22nd

9.30am

Roy melder RIP

Saturday 23rd

10.00am

Private intention

6.00pm

Mary and Patrick Farragher RIP

7.30am

People of the Parish

9.30am

Peggy Gregory RIP

11.30am

Pat Togher RIP

5.00pm

Sheila O’Dowd

Nazario Andrade RIP

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday 23rd
(Vigil Mass for Sunday)
Sunday 24th

