English Martyrs’ Newsletter

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

30th /31st OCTOBER 2021

OUR PARISH VISION

To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope.
Let’s continue our reflection on the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Before one celebrates this Sacrament,
it is always important, to firstly, be aware of one’s real state before God by realizing certain areas in our
life which block our relationship with God and with others. Secondly, with faith, we need to believe that
God desires to forgive and heal our sins. And lastly, the desire for conversion or change of heart, where
we accept Jesus in all aspects of our life. These major themes are found throughout the ritual or the
manner of celebrating the Sacrament of Confession on an individual basis.
As one prepares to celebrate the sacrament, the penitent (or those approaching the sacrament) must
first examine their life in light of the two golden commandments of loving God and our neighbour.
Numerous examinations of consciences are available online to help with this. This is coming to the
realization that certain areas in our life block our relationship with God and others. This is not to make a
laundry list of sins and confess, but to admit those areas of our life which impede our relationship with
God. At which time, we approach the confessional, or other suitable area to celebrate the sacrament.
The minister welcomes the penitent warmly and greets them. The sign of the cross is then made. This
important gesture is an act of faith in the redemptive power of the Paschal Mystery, that is Christ’s
death and resurrection. The minister than says an invitation to trust in God’s mercy and love. At which
point there is a call of conversion by listening to a short passage from scripture. This helps increase our
faith in believing that God desires to forgive and heal all sins. At this stage, the actual confession of sins
is made, where one humbly confesses those blockages in our relationship with God and others.
Remember, one is confessing to God, the minister is just there to support and encourage the penitent.
The minister may ask for clarifications and provide spiritual advice to help overcome those blockages
with God’s grace. A penance is then given, which stresses the importance of restoration and renewal of
life in Christ. This is usually in a form of a prayer or an act of charity. At which point, the penitent
expresses their sorrow, or contrition, in not loving God and their neighbour. This stresses the
importance of the desire of conversion or change of heart. Then the minister says the prayer of
absolution, which will be discussed in detail in another newsletter reflection. The celebration then
concludes with a proclamation of praise of God and a dismissal, in stressing the importance of
thanksgiving of God’s love and mercy, and to go in the peace of the Lord. At which point, the penitent
ought to spend some moments in silence giving thanks for God’s mercy and love and fulfilling the penance
that was given, stressing the importance of a renewal of heart.
All liturgical actions of the Church consist in a structure, with certain gestures and words, which help us
participate in the Paschal Mystery of Christ, where specifically in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the
Christian dies and rises with Christ and thus is renewed in this Paschal Mystery of Christ.
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MASS TIMES: No Booking Required
Weekday Masses:

Sunday Masses:

 Monday to Friday at 09.30am

 Saturday (Vigil) at 6.00pm;

 Saturday at 10.00am

 Sunday at 08.00am: 09.30am
 11.30am and 5.00pm

11.30am Sunday Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel.
Confessions will be celebrated in the
confessional as follows:
Saturday after 10am Mass and at 5.00pm.
Sunday 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am &
11.30am Masses and at 4.00pm.
15 mins before weekday Mass.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Every Friday:- 10.00am to 6.00pm
Including from 5.00pm, Praise and Worship
Evening prayer and Benediction.
(except on 1st Fridays)

Available on Zoom (visit our website Calendar page for the links)
Faith Formation:- Mondays 7.00 to 9.00pm : Domestic Church:- Alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm
Homegroups:- Thursdays 7.30 to 9.00pm : Emmaus Groups:- various days/times :
Daily:- Divine Mercy Chaplet:- 3.00pm: Pray the Rosary:- 4.00pm: Night Prayer:- 9.00pm

Rest In Peace

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of Sheila Barnes and Angelo
Rinaldi.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4vyYZ4-Znc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVvnSqT4Bmo

Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are
taken into hospital, please let the Catholic
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed
to ask you. Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105
to let them know that you or your loved one
would like a visit from a priest.

“MISSIO Red Boxes: October is the month when efforts are made to
empty red “mission boxes” that many parishioners keep at home to fill
with loose change for overseas missions. Boxes should be emptied by
volunteer “promoters” sometime during the month. Anyone with a box who
is not contacted can bring it to the parish office for forwarding to the
relevant promoter. If you have no box but would like one, you can send a
request via the parish office to Paul Fanning, the local Missio Secretary.”

BreakThrough

We know many marriages have been put under stress during this pandemic.
In an effort to support marriages, this session will offer answers as well as discuss argument styles, how
to avoid the Seven Deadly habits of an argument, highlight Smart Loving strategies for your marriage
and more.

Who would benefit?

The Breakthrough course is for couples under marital stress or those couples needing extra support as
well as couples who are doing well but want to safe-proof their marriage and be reminded of the power
of forgiveness.

Breakthrough Workshop

Saturday 27 November from 12-6pm with lunch in Holy Family, Southampton, SO16 4PL.
Attendees need to confirm by emailing (marriagefamilylife@portmsouthdiocese.org.uk) for the
workshop in Southampton on November 27th and indicate any special dietary requirement.
th

There is a small donation of £10/head to meet expenses for running the course.

SUNDAY 7TH NOVEMBER
Reading Half Marathon
Road closures that may affect your
journey to Mass:

Tilehurst Road between Russell Street and
Liebenrood Road:- 9.30am to 1.15pm
Liebenrood Road entire length:- 9.30am to
2.00pm

Passing on love for the Eucharist to our Children

In this Year of the Eucharist our Formation for Mission Team is offering an opportunity to share advice
and ideas on how to foster love for the Eucharist in our families.
We are offering 4 online sessions for parents, grandparents, catechists, teachers and everyone
passionate about passing on love for the Eucharist to our children, led by Sr Hyacinthe and Angela
Wood, with practical advice, discussions, testimonies and prayer, finishing each session with a
Adoration.
The sessions will run on Mondays, from the 22nd November to the 13th December at 7.00pm.
The sessions will be:
1. Why the Eucharist is Important and how to pass on love of the Eucharist
2. Going to Mass as a Family
3. Making the Home a Place of Communion
4. Taking and Making Opportunities to foster love for the Eucharist
Register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYucOmsqDgoGN1pyBB7YAfHGV4_u8kemJ8e

Daylight saving time ends at 02.00 Sunday 31st October when
clocks should be turned BACK 1 hour.
BLESSING OF THE GRAVES:
SATURDAY 6th NOVEMBER Purley Burial Ground 12.30pm
St Mary’s, Purley
1.20pm
Pangbourne Hill Cemetery
1.00pm
St Michael’s Graveyard 2.00pm
th
SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER:
Henley Road Cemetery 3.00pm

Next week the UK hosts the COP26 Climate change conference in Glasgow where world leaders
will discuss Climate Change and the urgent need for a global response.
Here at English Martyrs, we are responding to the call of the Pope to hear the cry of the poor
and the cry of the earth and have created a Caring for Creation You Tube Channel. Do have a
look at our introductory videos and if you find them useful, please subscribe so as to keep up to
date with future posts.
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLB2JNoDOPmP9NqcwA9MzyJM6E6hPatXhh

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 30th October to Sunday 7th November.
Solemnity of All Saints
Saturday 30th
(Vigil Mass for Sunday)
Sunday 31st

8.00am

Deceased members of the Perera and
Janaratine families RIP
People of the Parish

9.30am

Michael Sarjent RIP

11.30am
Live Streamed
5.00pm

Pat Togher RIP
Mary O’ Neill RIP

Monday 1st November

9.30am

Jim Rafter RIP

Tuesday 2nd
All Souls

6.30am

Holy Souls RIP

9.30am

David Heffernan RIP

7.00pm
Live Streamed
9.30am

Holy Souls RIP
Michael Heneghan RIP

12.00pm

Funeral Mass for Angelo Rinaldi

Thursday 4th

9.30am

Friday 5th

9.30am

Michael Heneghan, Martin & Kathleen
Gaynard & John Nevin RIP
Electa Balchin intentions

Saturday 6th

10.00am

Mike Tomas Intentions

6.00pm
8.00am

Deceased members of the
McCormack & Martland families RIP
People of the Parish

9.30am

Chris Moran RIP

11.30am

Porfeiro G Gaan RIP

5.00pm

Maria Piedade do Rego & Esteve
Araujo RIP

Wednesday 3rd

6.00pm

32nd Sunday in Ordinary time
Saturday 6th
(Vigil Mass for Sunday)
Sunday 7th

