
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR C           27th/28th NOVEMBER 2021 
OUR PARISH VISION 

To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 

 
The liturgical season of Advent marks the time of spiritual preparation before Christmas. The 
celebration of Advent has evolved in the spiritual life of the Church. The historical origins of Advent are 
hard to determine with great precision. In its earliest form, beginning in France, Advent was a period of 
preparation for the Feast of the Epiphany, a day when converts were baptised. The Advent preparation 
was very similar to Lent with an emphasis on prayer and fasting which lasted three weeks and later was 
expanded to 40 days. Finally, about the ninth century, the Church designated the first Sunday of Advent 
as the beginning of the Church year. 
 
Despite the sketchy history behind Advent, the importance of this season remains to focus on the 
coming of our Lord. (Advent comes from the Latin adventus, meaning coming.) The Catechism stresses 
the two-fold meaning of this coming: When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she 
makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the 
Saviour’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for His second coming (No. 524). 
 
Therefore, on one hand, the faithful reflect and are encouraged to celebrate the anniversary of the 
Lord’s first coming into this world. We ponder again the great mystery of the incarnation when our Lord 
humbled Himself, taking on our humanity, and entered our time and space to free us from sin. On the 
other hand, we recall in the Creed that our Lord will come again to judge the living and the dead and that 
we must be ready to meet Him. 
 
A good, pious way to help us in our Advent preparation has been the use of the Advent wreath. The 
wreath is a circle, which has no beginning or end. We call to mind how our lives, here and now, participate 
in the eternity of God’s plan of salvation and how we hope to share eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The wreath is made of fresh plant material because Christ came to give us new life through His passion, 
death, and resurrection.  
Three candles are purple, symbolising penance, preparation, and sacrifice; the pink candle symbolises the 
same but highlights the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, when we rejoice because our 
preparation is now half-way finished. 
The light represents Christ, who entered this world to scatter the darkness of evil and show us the way 
of righteousness. The progression of lighting candles shows our increasing readiness to meet our Lord.  
 
Each family ought to have an Advent wreath, light it at dinner time, and pray together as the domestic 
church. This tradition will help each family keep its focus on the true meaning of Christmas. In all, during 
Advent we strive to fulfil the opening prayer for the Mass of the First Sunday of Advent: Grant your 
faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his 
coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom. 
 
 
 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 10am to 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at other times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

Blessed Hugh Faringdon 
Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 

Head:Dr Simon Uttley 
0118 957 4730 

 

MASS TIMES 
Weekdays: Mon to Fri: 9.30am. Saturday 10.00am. 
Weekends: Saturday Vigil 6.00pm : Sundays: 8.00am : 9.30am ; 11.30am ; 5.00pm 

11.30am Sunday Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel. 
 
Confessions will be celebrated in the 
confessional as follows:  
Saturday after 10am Mass and at 5.00pm.  
Sunday 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 
11.30am Masses and at 4.00pm. 
15 mins before weekday Mass. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Every Friday:- 10.00am to 6.00pm 

Including from 5.00pm, Praise and Worship  
Evening prayer and Benediction. 

(except on 1st Fridays) 

 
Available on Zoom (visit our website Calendar page for the links) 
Faith Formation:- Mondays 7.00 to 9.00pm : Domestic Church:- Alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm      

Homegroups:- Thursdays 7.30 to 9.00pm : Emmaus Groups:- various days/times :  

Daily:- Divine Mercy Chaplet:- 3.00pm: Pray the Rosary:- 4.00pm: Night Prayer:- 9.00pm  

 

     Rest In Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
all the faithful departed  

 Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken 
into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. 
Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  Ring the 
hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you 
or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 

 

November: Month of All Souls 
In this season of remembrance, prayer and reflection we invite you to remember and to pray for all your family and 
friends who have died. There will be a basket in front of the altar to receive the names of the deceased. Please do 
not put money in these envelopes as they will be disposed of at the end of the month. 
The Holy Souls will be remembered at every Mass during November.  

 
 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 

 
CARITAS Portsmouth has developed a new 

website and this has now gone live. There is lots 
of information about CARITAS projects, news 

and events and information about how people can 
get involved. 

https://caritasportsmouth.org.uk/ 

 
 

Workshops for Parish Readers 
  
Two workshops for parish readers will be offered on Saturdays 4th and 11th of December, from 10am to 1pm. 
  
The first workshop covers an introduction to the Liturgy of the Church, with a specific focus on the Liturgy of the 
Word, as well as the Reading Skills necessary for parish readers. The second workshop offers a general 
introduction to the Bible as well as a set of keys to understand any biblical texts. Both workshops are led by a 
diocesan team: Deacon Martin McElroy from Winchester, Claire Tickell from Southampton and Sr Hyacinthe from 
the Lymington Dominican Sisters.  
  
Both workshops involve small group discussions. To complete the training, awarded with a diocesan Recognitio, a 
reading practice with a diocesan listener is required. The details for arranging for the 1:1 15 minutes practice are 
given during the workshops.  

Find out more and register here for the workshops: https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers 
 

 
Wednesday Communion starting 1st December 

  
The Dominican Sisters are launching a new initiative this Advent, to mark the Year of the Eucharist, called 
Wednesday Communion.  
 
This weekly online meeting with the sisters will consist of:  
A time of shared Lectio Divina on the first reading of the coming Sunday (especially helpful for readers!), 
A time of fellowship, getting to know each other and share our stories, 
A time of intercession for each other, for the Church and for the world 
A time of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament through the sisters' livestream in their chapel.  
We hope that you'll take this opportunity to join us whenever you can on Wednesday. We hope this will be a 
precious time of fellowship and prayer, in communion with Jesus present in his Word and Sacrament.  
Find out more and register here: https://www.pffm.org.uk/wednesday-communion 

https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers
https://www.pffm.org.uk/wednesday-communion


 
 
 

 

Hope into Action is a national charity that provides supported 
housing to the homeless by partnering with local churches. English 
Martyrs, St James and St William of York will be supporting the 
third HIA house in Reading which will open in December 2021. Could 
you support this project by befriending a tenant, offering prayer, 
donating items for the house or with house maintenance? If you 
would like to be involved, there is a training day on Saturday 4 
December 10am - 3pm. Please contact Mary Lewis on:  

07967 681020 or mary.lewis@hopeintoaction.org.uk. 
There is a list of items needed for the house at the back of the 
church should you wish to make a donation. 
 

 

 
 

 

World Gifts is CAFOD’s virtual giving scheme and provides the opportunity 
for people to use charity gifts to tangibly engage with CAFOD’s work and 
support CAFOD around Christmas. We are well aware the climate crisis is 
further damaging the nature and biodiversity of our common home, and 
with the added effects of the pandemic, more and more people are being 
pushed into poverty and increased inequality. This year, therefore, CAFOD 
has stepped up its campaign to encourage people like us to use World Gifts 
as a small way of making the world a better place by supporting those most 
in need. There are great gifts for you buy for your loved ones from about 
£4, and while World Gifts is a fun way to support CAFOD, it’s also a great 
way to know more about different areas of CAFOD’s work. Copies of this 
year’s World Gifts catalogue including an order form are available in the 
colonnade of the church, or you can see and order the gifts online: 
 https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 
 

 

Our Caring for Creation team are having a Christmas Craft Stall on Sunday 12th 
December after 9.30am and 11.30am Masses. 

If you have any craft items you would like to donate for sale, then please contact 
us at emcaringforcreation@gmx.com 

Please do come along and support us in our endeavour to; 
shop locally : think globally. 

Money raised will go towards CAFOD World Gifts. 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who planned 

and organised my Birthday Surprise - 
I will not name names in case I miss 
someone out; you know who you are!  

Thanks again!                   

Ann Davis 

COFFEE MORNING AND SALE 
 
SALE OF GIFTS,  
          TOILETRIES, 
            JEWELLERY,  
              HAND KNITS,  
               CAKES   and more! 

plus RAFFLE 
FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER 

10AM IN THE PARISH HALL 
(AFTER MORNING MASS) 

mailto:07967%20681020
mailto:mary.lewis@hopeintoaction.org.uk
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
mailto:emcaringforcreation@gmx.com


MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 27th November to Sunday 5th December.  
First Sunday of Advent – Year C                              

Saturday 27th     
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  Mrs Nataline Pereira RIP 

Sunday 28th  
 

8.00am  
  

Justo Jamodiong and Ramon & Aguida 
Tagud 

 9.30am  
  Reg Singleton RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  Frances Doheny RIP 

 5.00pm  
  People of the Parish 

Monday 29th    
 

9.30am Thanksgiving. 
 

Tuesday 30th   
 

9.30am  
  

Jim Pickering RIP 

Wednesday 1st December   9.30am 
  

Mary Carney RIP 
 

Thursday 2nd    
 

9.30am 
  

Deceased members of the Maron 
family RIP 

Friday 3rd  9.30am  
  

Martin Earley RIP 

Saturday 4th  
 

10.00am  
  

Derek Taplin RIP 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
Saturday 4th    

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 
6.00pm  

  
Thanksgiving 

 
Sunday 5th  8.00am  

  Martin Fahy intention 

 9.30am  
  

Michael Heneghan, Martin & Kathleen 
Gaynard & John Nevin RIP 

 11.30am  
  Harry Mullin Intentions 

 5.00pm  
  

People of the Parish 

 

                               
Closer to Christ Campaign. 

                             An update is available overleaf together with an  
                    opportunity for you to participate in the scheme if you have  
                 not already done so.  Do please consider joining the campaign  
                    and help support the future of our parish and our priests.    

Thank you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those of you who have already made your decision and returned your pledge form. Here at English 

Martyrs we are aiming to secure enough pledges to fund the two priorities below. Already, we have secured nearly 

£300,000 in pledges from 46 families. 

Closer to Christ Campaign 
English Martyrs Parish 

Our goal is to raise an additional £100,000 

in our parish by the end of December from 

gifts and pledges over three-five years. 
 

Your decision today can help ensure our 

parish can thrive following the impact of 

Covid-19 and our clergy are provided with 

adequate support for years to come. 

 

By completing the form overleaf your 

contribution will make a difference. 

We are blessed to have a Diocese filled with 

caring, active, and committed parishioners.  

If you have not yet responded: will you 

please support the future of our parish and 

our priests?  

Please note your payments can start at any 

time, this pledge simply acts as a promise. 

Make sure to tick the Gift Aid box if 

applicable to you so we can benefit from 

the additional 25%.  

Your participation matters - every gift 

counts, no matter how big or small! 

 

 

 

Once you have completed your pledge form please return it to the presbytery or post it to: 

Closer to Christ Campaign Office 

St Edmund House 

Bishop Crispian Way 

Portsmouth 

PO1 3QA 

Parish Stats 

Raised to date - £297,963 

Number of gifts - 46 

Average pledge - £6,477 

Number of pledges Gift Aided – 85% 

Number of households engaged – 500+ 

Impact of Covid-19 on offertory – 30% 

reduction 

Campaign ends in Reading – Dec 2021 

 

27%

73%

Our Parish Goal

Providing for our Clergy Reviving our Parish



 

 
Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 

 
 

Bank/Building Society Account Number 
 

   
 

 

  

Service User Number 
 

2 9 3 3 1 5 

Reference Number 
 

           

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 
Please pay Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Regis- 

tered Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan 
Trustees Registered and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my 

Bank/Building Society. 

 
 

 
Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit 

instructions for some types of accounts 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

This Guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer  

The Direct Debit Guarantee 

• This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

• If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered will notify you 7 work- 
ing days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered to collect a 
payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

• If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back 
when Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered asks you to. 

Branch Sort Code 

 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

 
To: The Manager 

 

Post code 

 

Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Portsmouth  

MY/OUR GIFT TO DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH 
I/We would like to make a pledge of: 
 
    £2,400 a year for 3 years totalling £7,200 

    £1,200 a year for 3 years totalling £3,600 

    £800 a year for 3 years totalling £2,400 

    £360 a year for 3 years totalling £1,080 

    Other: A total pledge of £   over    years 

to be paid     annually      monthly     one-off 

Date: 

Please complete this form in BLOCK 
CAPITALS using ballpoint pen 

Parish Name:          
Town: 
Title:  First Name: 
  Surname:  
Full Home Address: 
 
 
Tel / mobile: 
Email:  

Signature: 

PAYMENT DETAILS 
My/Our gift will commence on     and be 
paid by:               dd/mm/year) 

Direct Debit: please complete the section below and 
return to the Closer to Christ Campaign Office. Direct 
debits are processed on the 28th of each month. 

 
    Bank Transfer: (Account Details are as follows) –  
    Sort Code: 30-80-27 Account Number: 38095060 

Account Name: PRCDTR Closer to Christ   Bank: Lloyds Bank 
Please use your full name as a narrative 

 
Cheque: Payable to Closer to Christ Campaign and 
send to the Closer to Christ Campaign Office 

 
    Other: Please state    

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 
Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send  to: Closer to Christ Campaign, Campaign Office, St. Edmund 

House, Bishop Crispian Way, Portsmouth, PO1 3QA 

Closer to Christ Campaign 
Pledge Form 

    Gift Aid (If your gift is eligible for gift aid, tick this box) 
 
Please treat my donation to the Closer to Christ 
Campaign as a Gift Aid donation. I am a UK tax payer and 
would like the Closer to Christ Campaign to reclaim the 
tax on any qualifying donations made in the past 4 years 
and henceforth until further notice. I confirm that I have 
paid, or will be paying an amount of UK income tax or 
capital gains tax equal to any tax reclaimed. 
 
 
Print Name………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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