
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR C          11th/12th DECEMBER 2021 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

 
The third Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete Sunday.” The term Gaudete simply means 
“to rejoice.” This Advent, we are preparing to live a new experience of love and faith in 
God. Historically, Christ has been born, but he must reside in the heart of each Christian. 
This season, the Church provides us a new opportunity to realise this birth in faith. So, it 
is a great reason to rejoice because we are about to live this experience. 
 
As we come closer to the feast of Christmas, the Church encourages us to rejoice because 
God is about to fulfil his promise to us. However, this does not mean we have come to the 
end of our preparation. Instead, it is a way of urging us to be more focused and 
courageous. It is also a way of assuring us that our preparations shall soon be rewarded. 
 
All our readings this Sunday tell us to be joyful as we wait for the Lord’s coming. The 
first reading captures the festive mood of this season and calls us to shout for joy! The 
reason is simple! Our Lord is coming with justice, liberation, and peace. Above all, he is 
ready to visit us personally if we dispose of ourselves well. 
 
The Psalm contains a similar theme: “Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel.” Yes, the One we await never promises and fails. He acquits the 
innocent and lifts the oppressed. Therefore, this is a time for us to be ready in joyful 
expectation. It is a time to cast off all moody or gloomy faces, a time to be cheerful, a 
time to be radiant, and a time to celebrate joyfully. 
 
Paul, the apostle, understood this very well and so insists: “I want you to be happy always 
in the Lord. I repeat, what I want is your happiness.” It is essential to carefully note 
that what Paul says is “BE ALWAYS HAPPY IN THE LORD.” The joy that Paul speaks of 
here is not the type that comes out of sheer fun.  
Instead, it is a very profound sentiment that proceeds from a solid faith in God and his 
promises to us, his children. 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Michael 
 
 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 10am to 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at other times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

  
Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
 

MASS TIMES 
Weekdays: Mon to Fri: 9.30am. Saturday 10.00am. 
Weekends: Saturday Vigil 6.00pm : Sundays: 8.00am : 9.30am ; 11.30am ; 5.00pm 

11.30am Sunday Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel. 
 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the 
confessional as follows:  
Saturday after 10am Mass and at 5.00pm.  
Sunday 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 
11.30am Masses and at 4.00pm. 
15 mins before weekday Mass. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Every Friday:- 10.00am to 6.00pm 

Including from 5.00pm, Praise and Worship  
Evening prayer and Benediction. 

(except on 1st Fridays) 

 
Available on Zoom (visit our website Calendar page for the links) 
Faith Formation:- Mondays 7.00 to 9.00pm : Domestic Church:- Alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm      

Homegroups:- Thursdays 7.30 to 9.00pm : Emmaus Groups:- various days/times :  

Daily:- Divine Mercy Chaplet:- 3.00pm: Pray the Rosary:- 4.00pm: Night Prayer:- 9.00pm  

 

     Rest In Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Carmela Garzia and all the faithful 
departed.  

 Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken 
into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. 
Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  Ring the 
hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you 
or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 

World Gifts is CAFOD’s virtual giving scheme and provides the opportunity for people to use 
charity gifts to tangibly engage with CAFOD’s work and support CAFOD around Christmas. 
We are well aware the climate crisis is further damaging the nature and biodiversity of our 
common home, and with the added effects of the pandemic, more and more people are being 
pushed into poverty and increased inequality. This year, therefore, CAFOD has stepped up 
its campaign to encourage people like us to use World Gifts as a small way of making the 
world a better place by supporting those most in need. There are great gifts for you buy 
for your loved ones from about £4, and while World Gifts is a fun way to support CAFOD, 
it’s also a great way to know more about different areas of CAFOD’s work. Copies of this 
year’s World Gifts catalogue including an order form are available in the colonnade of the 
church, or you can see and order the gifts online on https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 
 

 

  
 

 

 

For more information about English Martyrs Caring for Creation have a look at our 
You Tube channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwKhbXLzX9lbi_bPj_wstVw  
with a growing number of videos available.   
For suggestions on how to prepare for Christmas whilst hearing the cry of the 
Earth and the Cry of the Poor, please have a look at: 
  

 4. Advent 2021 Live Simply World Gifts,  
 6.A Sustainable Christmas   
 7.Christmas Craft Stall.  

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 2021 MASS TIMES 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE FRIDAY 24th DEC: 
5.00pm, 7.00pm & Midnight 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY SATURDAY 25th DEC: 

8.00am, 9.30am & 11.30am 
 

BOXING DAY SUNDAY 26th DEC: 
8.00am, 9.30am, 11.30am & 5.00pm 

  

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwKhbXLzX9lbi_bPj_wstVw


The Life Group would like to thank all those who attended the recent coffee 
morning. All money raised will be used to support the homeless mothers and 

babies at Bracknell Life House 
  

 
 
 

 

 
Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 18th to 22nd July 

2022 
 
Bishop Philip is very pleased to be able to invite you to once 
again join him and many others from across the Diocese on a 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes which will be leaving from Bournemouth 
airport.  
In Lourdes we will stay at the Hotel La Solitude, celebrate 
Mass daily, and take part in all that Lourdes has to offer.  
If you would like to know more about joining the pilgrimage 
either as a pilgrim or as a youth pilgrim (serving our pilgrims 
and helping to make it a success) then please email: 
lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 

 

Churches Together in West Berkshire, Tilehurst & Southcote invite you to: 
 

Carols at Tilehurst Triangle with the Rotary Club,  
Thursday 23rd December at 12 noon & 4pm 

 
 
 

Our Christmas Collection celebrates and gives thanks to our parish priests and all the dedication, 
guidance and care they give across our Diocese and in each parish. 
 
If you would like to give a gift to support Fathers Michael and Anthony in their vocation and 
mission this Christmas, please visit: https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/reading-english-
martyrs-parish-christmas-collection-2022 

 

 

mailto:lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/reading-english-martyrs-parish-christmas-collection-2022
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/reading-english-martyrs-parish-christmas-collection-2022


YOUNG ADULTS EVENT (18-35yrs) 

For more details contact:  englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

mailto:englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 11th to Sunday 19th December.  
Third Sunday of Advent – Year C                              

Saturday 11th     
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  Justo, Albino & Pablo Jamodiong RIP 

Sunday 12th  
 

8.00am  
  

Mary Nevin 

 9.30am  
  Hugh & Pamela Roddie RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  Pat Togher RIP 

 5.00pm  
  People of the Parish 

Monday 13th    
 

9.30am Deceased members of the Lehany 
family RIP 

Tuesday 14th   
 

9.30am  
  

Joe King RIP 

Wednesday 15th  
 

9.30am 
  

Caroline Burrett RIP 

Thursday 16th    
 

9.30am 
  

Maureen Hanson RIP 

Friday 17th  9.30am  
  

Grace Saverimuthu RIP 

Saturday 18th  
 

10.00am  
  

Patricia Poole RIP 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Saturday 18th    

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 
6.00pm  

  
People of the Parish 

Sunday 19th  8.00am  
  

Deceased members of the Burke 
family RIP 

 9.30am  
  

Jim Knox RIP 

 11.30am  
  

Aidan Farrelly RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Christopher O’Dowd RIP 

 
 
 

 IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEWSLETTER 
COULD BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 12.00pm ON THE PRECEDING FRIDAY.      

THANK YOU. 
 


