
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR C          18th/19th DECEMBER 2021 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

 
The last purple candle of the Advent Wreath is lit on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Mary, the 
mother of Jesus is prominent this Sunday as Christmas draws near. She was attentive to God’s 
message delivered by the angel Gabriel, and she surrendered to the will of God. We need to be 
attentive to God in Advent and surrender our will to God as Mary did.  
 
The life of the Blessed Virgin Mary helps us to reflect on charity and loving service. She is a 
perfect example and a model of charity and love. The angel said to Mary, “And behold, 
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for 
her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God” (Luke 1:37-37). The Gospel of 
today tells us that Mary set out in a haste to visit Elizabeth. Mary was not directed by the 
angel to go over and help Elizabeth. She, by herself, realised that Elizabeth needed help, and 
she set out in a haste to visit Elizabeth. She stayed with Elizabeth for three months. Mary, 
probably, stayed with Elizabeth until Elizabeth gave birth to John the Baptist. 
  
At the wedding at Cana, Mary did the same thing. She observed that wine had finished. Without 
being told, she proceeded to tell Jesus that there was no wine. She went further to instruct 
the stewards to do whatever Jesus told them to do. As a result of her intervention, Jesus 
provided the best wine, and the feast continued (John 2:1-12). Mary’s actions in the two events 
are a perfect example of see, judge and act. Mary teaches us to see with love, judge with love 
and act with love. Mary’s actions are a challenge to us especially the times we turn blind eyes 
and deaf ears to situations or those in need of our help. Mary wants us to be in a haste to help. 
St. James says, “If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is a sin 
for them” (James 4:17).  
 
Where there is charity and love, there the Holy Spirit abides. Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and she prophesied, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.” Mary’s encounter with Angel Gabriel and Mary’s conception were never told to Elizabeth 
before Mary’s visit. While Elizabeth prophesied the child in her womb leapt for joy. 1 John 4:16 
says, “Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God lives in them.” They are, therefore, able to 
share God’s love with others. Let us be conscious of expressing love and charity in these last 
days of Advent as we approach Christmas. 
 

Fr. Michael 
 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
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Contact through parish office 
 

  
Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
 

MASS TIMES for Christmas and New Year. 
Monday 20th     9.30am.  
 
Tuesday 21st     9.30am 
 
Wednesday 22nd  9.30am 
 
Thursday 23rd     9.30am 
 
Friday 24th:        9.30am, 5.00pm, 7.00pm and Midnight 
 
Saturday 25th       8.00am, 9.30am and 11.30am 
 
Sunday 26th          8.00am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 5.00pm 
 

Confessions will be 
celebrated in the 
confessional as follows:  
Saturday at 5.00pm.  
Sunday 30 mins before 
8.00am; 9.30am & 
11.30am Masses and at 
4.00pm. 
15 mins before weekday 
Masses and at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday 21st, Wednesday 
22nd and Thursday 23rd.  
 

11.30am Mass on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel. 
 

 

     Rest In Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
all the faithful departed.  

 Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken 
into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. 
Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  Ring the 
hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you 
or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 
 

 

 
Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 18th to 22nd July 

2022 
 
Bishop Philip is very pleased to be able to invite you to once 
again join him and many others from across the Diocese on a 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes which will be leaving from Bournemouth 
airport.  
In Lourdes we will stay at the Hotel La Solitude, celebrate 
Mass daily, and take part in all that Lourdes has to offer.  
If you would like to know more about joining the pilgrimage 
either as a pilgrim or as a youth pilgrim (serving our pilgrims 
and helping to make it a success) then please email: 
lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 

 

Churches Together in West Berkshire, Tilehurst & Southcote invite you to: 
 

Carols at Tilehurst Triangle with the Rotary Club,  
Thursday 23rd December at 12 noon & 4pm 

 
 
 

Our Christmas Collection celebrates and gives thanks to our parish priests and all the dedication, 
guidance and care they give across our Diocese and in each parish. 
 
If you would like to give a gift to support Fathers Michael and Anthony in their vocation and 
mission this Christmas, please visit: https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/reading-english-
martyrs-parish-christmas-collection-2022 

 
 
 

 

mailto:lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/reading-english-martyrs-parish-christmas-collection-2022
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/reading-english-martyrs-parish-christmas-collection-2022


 
For more information please visit:- https://www.pffm.org.uk/ 

 
Pray for the people of Afghanistan 

 

 
 

The humanitarian situation in Afghanistan is deteriorating. Hundreds of thousands of 
Afghans fled their homes, compounding an existing crisis following periods of drought and 

decades of conflict. As winter approaches, millions of people face hunger and extreme 
poverty. 

Donate to the DEC Afghanistan Crisis Appeal 

https://www.pffm.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Prayer-resources/A-prayer-for-Afghanistan
https://cafod.org.uk/donations/picker?singleamount=25&regularamount=&defaultuniversaltype=single&_Appeal=124814


 
 

 
 
 

 

For more information about English Martyrs Caring for Creation have a 
look at our You Tube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwKhbXLzX9lbi_bPj_wstVw  

  
 

 
 
 

 

Can you help? 
 
On Thursday 23rd December we will be having a ‘Big Clean’ 
after our morning Mass in order to get our lovely church 
and centre all spruced up and ready for Christmas 
If you can spare some time, you will be very welcome to 
join us. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwKhbXLzX9lbi_bPj_wstVw


MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 18th to Sunday 26th December.  
Fourth Sunday of Advent – Year C                              

Saturday 18th     
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  People of the Parish 

Sunday 19th  
 

8.00am  
  

Deceased members of the Burke family 
RIP 

 9.30am  
  Jim Knox RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  Aidan Farrelly RIP 

 5.00pm  
  Christopher O’Dowd RIP 

Monday 20th    
 

9.30am Justo, Albina & Pablo Jamdiong RIP 

 
6.30pm Simbang Gabi Mass 

Tuesday 21st   
 

9.30am  
  

Bridie O’Gorman RIP 

Wednesday 22nd   
 

9.30am 
  

Derek Taplin RIP 

 
 

11.00am Requiem Mass for Sean Brooker RIP 

Thursday 23rd    
 

9.30am 
  

Aidan Farrelly RIP 

Friday 24th 

Christmas Eve 
9.30am Private intention 

 
 5.00pm  

  
Terence Morse RIP 

 
 

7.00pm Stanley Perera RIP 

 
 

Midnight People of the Parish 

Saturday 25th    
Nativity of the Lord 

8.00am  
  

Private intention 

 9.30am People of the Parish 

 11.30am 
Live Streamed 

Ryan Flood RIP 

Sunday 26th  
The Holy Family  

8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Louie Fearns RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  

Joe and Marian Hickey RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Thomas Murray intention 

 IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEWSLETTER COULD BE 
SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 12.00pm ON THE PRECEDING FRIDAY.  

 

http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Calendar/Sunday/ChristmasSunday.shtml#Holy_Family

