
SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER 2021

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT       

Year C

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia!    

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.   

COLLECT
O God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,
enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always 
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing…

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 12
Sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

             FIRST READING  ZEPHANIAH 3:14-18

Life with God is like a 
festival! God’s people are 
celebrating – God is with 
them. What better way to 
celebrate than with music, 
singing and dancing! 
They have been having 
a very difficult time and 
have felt far away from 

God. Now, everything 
has changed. God has 
rescued them from their 
troubles, bringing love and 
forgiveness. God is right in 
their midst – and  God is 
with us too, bringing love 
to our lives. Let’s celebrate 
with shouts of joy!  

             SECOND READING  PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7 

Life with God will make us 
truly happy. Paul knows 
this, and this is his prayer 
for the people of Philippi. 
He wants nothing more 
than for his good friends 
to be happy in the Lord. 
Trust in God and know 

that God is always very 
close to us. There is no 
need to worry, but if we 
are anxious we just need 
to talk to God. God will 
look after our hearts and 
minds, giving us deep 
and lasting peace. 

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
God’s people have 
a good reason to 
celebrate.

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
God is with us, 
bringing us peace and 
lasting happiness.

DO YOU KNOW?

The word “festival”  
comes from the Latin  
word “festum” meaning  
“a feast”. Working people 
in the past only had 
time off for religious 
celebrations when 
everyone had fun eating 
and drinking together - 
although Christmas Day 
only became a public 
holiday in 1834. God being 
with us is the best reason 
to celebrate with  
a festival!

We say these words 
or sing a hymn as the 
priest approaches  
the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 
Listen now to the 
priest as he offers  
this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 
sings or says the psalm. 
Listen to the verses, 
and then respond by 
using these words.  

We give a shout of 
praise to God, using 
these words taken 
from the Bible.

THINK

Singing is great fun! 
Singing is also really good 
for us. It is good for our 
bodies and good for our 
minds. It can help us sleep, 
improves our brain power 
and even our immune 
system. Singing can even 
help us to make friends 
and develop the way we 
work with other people. 
Let’s thank God - and sing 
and shout for joy!  

Say “hello” to Jesus, who is right here with you!



               GOSPEL  LUKE 3:10-18  

“How do we live as God 
asks?”, the people ask. 
Giving very practical 
examples, John the 
Baptist explains that God 
wants everyone to be just 
and fair. If we have more 
than we need, we should 
share with those who 
have nothing. We must 
never bully people and 
be grateful for what we 

have. Understanding that 
John is a man of God, the 
people begin to think that 
he is the long-awaited 
Messiah. But John puts 
them straight: he is just 
preparing the way for 
someone much more 
special and important. 
The Christ will baptise with 
the Holy Spirit and fire, not 
just water.  

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Luke.

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for the courage to share. 
Please help us all to be honest about what we need, and 
work to make sure that the world is a fairer place. Lord, hear 
my prayer.

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar,
think about any times this week when you were unhappy 
and then think about the times when you were contented 
and happy.  
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s 
promises to us. 
What can you give special thanks for today?

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that 
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.     

 MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus for the love in my life. Thank you for the 
peace and joy your love gives me. Amen.

STAND to LISTEN 
to the priest or 
deacon as he prepares 
to read the Gospel.
Before he reads the 
Gospel, what does the 
priest or deacon do to 
his forehead, his lips 
and his heart? Can 
you copy him?

“Shout for joy!”

Enjoy thanking God for 
all the good things in 
your life by shouting 
and dancing for joy! 
Make your joyful 
dancing a prayer to God 
who is always with you.

PRAY

Sing a happy song 
every day this week! 

DO

Listen to the  
reader as he or she 
encourages us to  
pray for situations 
and people in need. 
This is a prayer you 
could say privately.

Watch as the gifts are 
made ready and the 
priest washes his hands 
and prepares for the 
Eucharistic Prayer.

You are invited to 
sing a Communion 
song or say this 
verse, which has been 
especially chosen for 
today’s celebration.

We listen to the 
prayer of praise and 
thanks to God. is the Greek word for 

“fish” and was used 
in the catacombs 
as a sign for early 
Christians. It is made 
up from the first 
letter of five Greek 
titles for the Lord: 
 I  (Jesus) 
C (Christos) 
Q (Theou/God’s) 
U (Uios/Son) 
S (Soter/Saviour)

We take Jesus with us to carry on
the work that he did on earth,                     

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.
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