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THE HOLY FAMILY OF  
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH  

Year C

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.        

COLLECT
O God, who were pleased to give us
the shining example of the Holy Family,
graciously grant that we may imitate them
in practising the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity,
and so, in the joy of your house,
delight one day in eternal rewards…

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 83
They are happy who dwell in your house, O Lord.

             FIRST READING 1 SAMUEL 1:20-22. 24-28

Hannah had longed for a 
baby. Hannah promises 
God that if she has a 
baby, she will give the 
child back to God. God 
hears her prayer - Hannah 
and her husband are 
blessed with a new baby! 
Hannah knows that her 

son Samuel is special gift 
from God. When Samuel is 
old enough, Hannah takes 
him to the Temple where 
he will be a helper for Eli, 
the priest. Hannah keeps 
the promise she made 
because she is so thankful 
for Samuel. 

             SECOND READING  1 JOHN 3:1-2. 21-24

God loves each one of us 
very much. Think about 
just how much a mum 
or dad loves their child. 
God loves us even more 
than that! We already 
know that we are God’s 
children, but we know 

that in the future we will 
understand God’s love for 
us even better than we 
do now. We need never 
be afraid to talk to God 
about whatever is on our 
mind. God is always with 
us, helping and loving us.    

DO YOU KNOW?                         

Some of our ideas about 
what happened at Jesus’ 
birth are not in the Gospel 
stories. The Bible does not 
say that Mary rode on 
a donkey or that there 
are three wise men! These 
details are not important, 
however. The important 
fact is that Jesus, the 
light of the world, has 
come to live with us! 
Jesus’ birth story tells us 
how much God loves us!  

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Hannah takes Samuel 
to the Temple.
 

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Each of us is one of 
God’s children!

Christmas is a time when 
we enjoy being with our 
families. If we are lucky 
we might even see our 
grandparents, aunties, 
uncles and cousins. But 
our families are not 
perfect, and we might 
fall out with each other. 
Remember, Jesus knows 
what it’s like to live with 
a family – and that it’s 
not always easy! Let’s ask 
Jesus to help us to be 
patient and loving with 
each other. 

THINK

We say these words 
or sing a hymn as the 
priest approaches  
the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 
Listen now to the 
priest as he offers  
this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 
sings or says the psalm.
Listen to the verses, 
and then respond by 
using these words.  

We give a shout of 
praise to God, using 
these words taken 
from the Bible. 

Thank God for all the lovely people who live with you and love you.



STAND to LISTEN 
to the priest or 
deacon as he prepares 
to read the Gospel.

Before he reads the 
Gospel, what does the 
priest or deacon do to 
his forehead, his lips 
and his heart? Can 
you copy him?

               GOSPEL  LUKE 2:41-52

O my goodness! Imagine 
how frightened Mary 
and Joseph are. Having 
celebrated at the Passover 
in Jerusalem, they have 
been travelling for a whole 
day before that they 
realise Jesus is missing. It’s 
not until three days later 
that they find Jesus, in the 
Temple with the teachers, 
listening and asking 
questions. Jesus doesn’t 

seem to understand 
just how worried Mary 
and Joseph have been. 
Mary and Joseph don’t 
understand what Jesus 
means when he says 
he needed to be in his 
Father’s house. Despite 
their misunderstandings, 
they all go home together 
to Nazareth. In this loving 
family Jesus grows up to 
be wise and good.  

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Luke.

    PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for all families; those who 
live together and those who live in different places. Help 
us to be kind to each other. Lord, hear my prayer.

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar, 
think about any times this week when you were impatient 
with someone and then think about a time when you were 
kind and helpful.  
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s 
promises to us. 

What can you give special thanks for today?

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that 
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.                                              

 MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for bringing light and love into the world 
and into my life. Thank you for the hope I have because of 
you. Amen.

“Think of the love that the 
Father has lavished on us.” 

Sit quietly with God.  
Just think about how 
much God loves you.  
Not just a bit, but lavishly 
– hugely, generously, 
extravagantly and 
massively! 

PRAY

Find a way to do 
something thoughtful 
and helpful for the 
people you live with 
every day this week.

DO

Listen to the reader as 
he or she encourages 
us to pray for 
situations and people 
in need. This is a 
prayer you could say 
privately.     

Watch as the gifts are 
made ready and the 
priest washes his hands 
and prepares for the 
Eucharistic Prayer. 

You are invited to sing 
a Communion song or 
say this verse, which 
has been especially 
chosen for today’s 
celebration.   

We listen to the 
prayer of praise and 
thanks to God. 

is the Greek word for 
“fish” and was used 
in the catacombs 
as a sign for early 
Christians. It is made 
up from the first 
letter of five Greek 
titles for the Lord: 
 I  (Jesus) 
C (Christos) 
Q (Theou/God’s) 
U (Uios/Son) 
S (Soter/Saviour)

We take Jesus with us to carry on
the work that he did on earth,                     

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.
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