
SUNDAY 5 DECEMBER  2021

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT     

Year C

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia!

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
O people of Sion, behold, 
the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 
in the joy of your heart. 

COLLECT
Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company…

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 125
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad.

             FIRST READING BARUCH 5:1-9

             SECOND READING  PHILIPPIANS 1:4-6. 8-11

We are all becoming 
more and more like Jesus 
every day. Even the 
very first Christians had 
to practise being loving. 
Here Paul is sending his 
love to the community in 
Philippi, telling them how 
he is praying for them. 
Paul knows that they 

need help to improve 
in their knowledge and 
understanding of God 
and in their relationships 
with each other. He also 
knows that they can be 
confident that they will 
become perfect with 
God’s help, just as we  
will too!

DO YOU KNOW?

John the Baptist preaches 
repentance in today’s 
Gospel. “Repentance” 
comes from the Greek 
word “metanoia”. This 
word means a complete 
change in heart and mind. 
When we repent we turn 
our lives around. Advent 
is a great opportunity to 
think about how we might 
turn things round, so that 
we are even more loving.

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Everyone will be 
guided by God’s light 
to lives full of joy . 

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Paul prays with joy 
for the Christians in 
Philippi.

THINK

The Romans built roads 
as straight as possible, 
in order to travel as 
quickly as they could. 
Winding roads make a 
journey longer. Even 
before the Romans, the 
Old Testament prophets 
knew about this 
engineering – and John 
the Baptist uses their 
imagery. It takes more 
work to make straight 
roads, and it might take 
some effort to get our 
hearts ready to welcome 
Jesus, but hard work is 
usually worthwhile!

Think about all the people and the things which make you happy and full of joy!
We say these words 
or sing a hymn as the 
priest approaches  
the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 
Listen now to the 
priest as he offers  
this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 
sings or says the psalm.
Listen to the verses, 
and then respond by 
using these words.  

We give a shout of 
praise to God, using 
these words taken 
from the Bible.

We can’t really ‘wear’ 
qualities like honesty, 
justice or sorrow. Baruch 
uses this language, 
however, as a way of 
helping us to imagine 
the difference between 
life with God and life 
without God. God’s 
people have been living 

in exile, banished from 
their homeland, far from 
God. Now they are given 
hope that they will soon 
be close to God again, 
wrapped in God’s love 
and forgiveness. God’s 
justice and peace will be 
seen in the way God’s 
joyful people live. 



             GOSPEL  LUKE 3:1-6

John the Baptist is an 
unusual man, even 
for Jesus’ time! He is 
completely committed 
to delivering God’s 
message, standing out 
from the crowd in the 
way he dresses, eats 
and lives. We know the 
truth of John’s message 
because Luke gives us 
the historical facts and 
reminds us that Isaiah had 

spoken about someone 
who would announce the 
Messiah’s arrival. John 
the Baptist is a signpost 
pointing to Jesus. We 
are being invited by 
John to open our hearts 
and minds to really 
hear Jesus’ message. 
In the challenges of the 
wilderness we are invited 
to meet God. Are we 
ready?

 PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I would like to pray for anyone who wants 
to make changes in their lives but is struggling to do 
so. Please help them to know that with you, anything is 
possible.  Lord, hear my prayer.

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar, 
think about a time this week when you were sad and then 
think about all the times you were happy and joyful.   
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s 
promises to us. 

What can you give special thanks for today?

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that  
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.            

 MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus for the joy and happiness I feel when I 
think about how much you love me! Amen.

STAND to LISTEN 
to the priest or 
deacon as he prepares 
to read the Gospel.

Before he reads the 
Gospel, what does the 
priest or deacon do to 
his forehead, his lips 
and his heart? Can 
you copy him?

PRAY

Light a candle and sing 
a verse of an Advent 
carol with your family 
every night this week.

DO

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Luke.

Listen to the  
reader as he or she 
encourages us to  
pray for situations 
and people in need. 
This is a prayer you 
could say privately.

Watch as the gifts are 
made ready and the 
priest washes his hands 
and prepares for the 
Eucharistic Prayer. 

You are invited to sing 
a Communion song or 
say this verse, which 
has been especially 
chosen for today’s 
celebration.

We listen to the prayer 
of praise and thanks 
to God.

“Prepare a way  
for the Lord.”

Jesus, I want to make 
your path to my heart 
as easy to travel on as 
possible. Help me to 
build the bridges and fill 
in the holes that I need 
to, so that you can find 
me quickly. Amen.

We take Jesus with us to carry on
the work that he did on earth,                     

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.
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is the Greek word for 
“fish” and was used 
in the catacombs 
as a sign for early 
Christians. It is made 
up from the first 
letter of five Greek 
titles for the Lord: 
 I  (Jesus) 
C (Christos) 
Q (Theou/God’s) 
U (Uios/Son) 
S (Soter/Saviour)
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