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OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 
 

 
 

“Synodality: Communion, 
Participation and Mission.” 
Posted by donalddeanchambers 

October 19, 2021 
Posted in Editorials 

 
 
 
“…the temptation to treat the 
Synod as a kind of a parliament. 
This confuses synodality with a 
‘political battle’ in which, to 
govern, one side must defeat 
the other” (Handbook for the 
Synod on Synodality).  
 

On Sunday, October 10, 2021, Pope Francis launched the Synod of the Catholic 
Church with the theme; 
 

“Synodality: Communion, Participation and Mission.” 
 

In communion with Jesus Christ, disciples participate together in a journey of 
listening to the Holy Spirit and each other. The intended consequence is the 
ability to discern what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church and the world on 
her mission. The listening to discern the voice of the Holy Spirit will happen in 
dioceses, regions such as the Antilles Episcopal Conference and culminates with a 
gathering of bishops in October 2023. Pope Francis has invited all baptised 
persons, ecumenical and interreligious groups, the society, and persons on the 
margins of the Church to participate – to speak openly and listen.  

https://belovedreflections.org/author/donalddeanchambers/
https://belovedreflections.org/2021/10/19/synodality-communion-participation-and-mission/
https://belovedreflections.org/category/editorials/


The purpose of the Synod is, “to plant dreams, draw forth prophecies and visions, 
allow hope to be nourished, inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave together 
relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another, and create a bright 
resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our 
hands” (Preparatory Document, 32).  
 
To avoid the synod adopting a parliament like spirit, the process will be guided by 
communal prayer, reflections on the word of God, and questions related to themes 
such as listening, speaking out, sharing responsibility for our common mission, 
dialogue in church and society. 
 
Pope Francis dreams of an inclusive synodal journey that returns to the spirit of 
consultation and discernment reflected at the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 10). At 
this council, three groups of persons were offered opportunities to speak and 
listen – Paul and Barnabas, Peter, and the members of the Pharisee party before a 
decision was made on the matter of circumstances of Gentiles converts. 
 
In mission of the Church, the synod aims to make, not the parliamentary method 
the modus vivendi et operandi (a way of living and working). Rather, it aims to 
place listening to discern at the heart of the Church’s missionary journey.” 
 
 

 

Some videos to watch regarding the SYNOD 
An 8 min introduction to the concept and purpose of the Synod by  
Archbishop Goh:- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTZpYncMHPI 
    
Short presentation of information with questions to think about. 
https://youtu.be/1BXN9Rz-bd0 
 

 

     Rest In Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Patrick Kilbane and Marian Jones and all 
the faithful departed.  

 Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken 
into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. 
Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  Ring the 
hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you 
or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTZpYncMHPI
https://youtu.be/1BXN9Rz-bd0


ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 10am to 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at other times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

  
Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
 

MASS TIMES. 
Weekdays:    
     Mon to Fri:   9.30am  
     Saturdays:   10.00am 

Weekends:    
     Saturdays:    6.00pm (Vigil Mass) 
     Sundays:       8.00am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 5.00pm 

 11.30am Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel. 
 
Confessions will be celebrated in the 
confessional as follows:  
Sunday 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 
11.30am Masses and at 4.00pm. 
15 mins before weekday Masses.  
Saturday after 10.00am Mass and at 5.00pm.  
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Every Friday:- 10.00am to 6.00pm 
Including from 5.00pm, Praise and 

Worship, Evening prayer and Benediction. 
(except on 1st Fridays) 

 

 

 
Notice to all Parish Keyholders. 

 
To ensure that we are complying with 

our Insurers requirements for security 
of our beautiful church and buildings, 

we are updating our list of all 
Keyholders. 

Barbara in the Parish Office will be 
contacting each of you over the next 

couple of weeks 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 
 

New Catholic Governors Wanted. 
St Joseph’s College, the only Catholic 
independent school in the Reading area, is 
seeking  
to recruit new governors; particularly people 
with skills in any of the following areas:   
Finance, Safeguarding, IT, Health, HR or 
Estates. 
The full governing body meets six times a 
year and all governors also sit on one of the 
other  committees which meet between 
three and six times a year.   
For more information or to express an 
interest, please contact David Hallé, Chair 
of Governors, on 
chair@sjcr.org.uk or on 07484 318174.   
 
For more information about the College, 
please visit the College web site at 
https://sjcr.org.uk 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Thanks to your most generous support the total amount raised to date for 
the Closer to Christ Campaign stands at £347,148 and we still have more 
pledge forms to receive. If you did fill in a card at Mass recently, please can 
I ask that you return this to the Campaign Office at your earliest 
convenience or hand it in to me the next time you are at Mass. 
 
I have been overwhelmed by the sacrifices you have made in order to help 
with this initiative so far and I look forward to providing you with the final 
total in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Thank you for your support and please pray for the continued success of 
the Closer to Christ Campaign in our parish. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chair@sjcr.org.uk
https://sjcr.org.uk/


 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 29th January to Sunday 6th February 2022.  
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday 29th      
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  Eugene Herbert RIP 

Sunday 30th   
 

8.00am  
  Paddy Geraghty RIP 

 9.30am  
  

Michael Geraghty RIP 

 11.30am  
Live 

Streamed  
John Brennan RIP 

 5.00pm  
  Catherine Urban RIP 

Monday 31st  9.30am 
 

Paddy Geraghty RIP 

Tuesday 1st February  
 

9.30am 
  

Justo Jamudlong & Cora & Rita Tagaan 
RIP 

Wednesday 2nd  
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

9.30am 
  

Louie Fearns RIP 

 7.00pm 
 

Private intention 

Thursday 3rd  
St. Blaise with Blessing of Throats 

9.30am 
  

Mickey Heneghan RIP 

Friday 4th  
 

9.30am Julian Zabkowski RIP 

Saturday 5th  10.00am 
 

Maria George RIP 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Saturday 5th      
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  Mick Heneghan RIP 

Sunday 6th   
 

8.00am  
  Sean McLoughlin RIP 

 9.30am  
  Patrick Kilbane RIP 

 11.30am  
 

Pat Togher RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

People of the Parish 

 
 

IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEWSLETTER COULD BE 
SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 12.00pm ON THE PRECEDING FRIDAY.  

 


	“Synodality: Communion, Participation and Mission.”

