
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME       19th / 20th FEBRUARY 2022 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

We all know how difficult it is when we feel badly treated by others and there is a breakdown in 
relationships. Sadly, it happens all the time. And Covid has exacerbated all kinds of problems in families 
and in relationships, increased mental health problems and problems with anger and the capacity of 
people to relate to each in a civil manner. The question is what the teaching of Jesus has to say about all 
of this. How are we as Christians to relate to one another and to those who upset us or offend us? 
Jesus begins: “I this to you who are listening.” How important it is that we are listening. Important in 
the synodal process and important in daily life. When we listen to one another we are listening to the 
Holy Spirit who dwells within us and who speaks through us. Listening even when what we hear is 
challenging and difficult. Those who listened to Jesus were hearing a message that was new. We have 
heard it before, many times but have we taken it to heart? 
 
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat 
you badly.” There is no doubt that if we retaliate, we perpetuate hatred and division but when we love we 
break the cycle of hatred and division. Love changes everything, loves changes people and relationships 
between people. The love Jesus is talking about is love not just of those who love us but love of enemies, 
those who hate us, curse us, and treat us badly. It is deeply challenging and difficult to do but it is the 
teaching of Jesus, and it is the lived example of Jesus as he forgave his executioners as he hung on the 
cross. “Father forgive them for they do not know what they do.” 
 
The kind of love Jesus is referring to is the love God has for the ungrateful and the wicked, the love 
God has for those who do not love him or acknowledge his existence. God is love and we are to love as 
God loves to be in the image and likeness of God. We are to love our enemies, those who hate us, those 
who curse us, those who treat us badly, even the ungrateful and the wicked if we are to love as God 
loves.  
 
And there is the saying, “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.” Of course, we make many judgments 
every day. In fact, we need to judge between good and evil, right, and wrong. Christians are often 
accused of being judgmental and intolerant when they speak out against sin. But opposing sin is clearly 
not wrong. So, when is it wrong to judge? Superficial judgement is wrong where we base judgement 
solely on appearances. Hypocritical judgement is wrong where we point out the sin of others and commit 
the same sin ourselves. Harsh, unforgiving judgement is wrong because it is the merciful who will be 
shown mercy. Self-righteous judgement is wrong because we are called to humility. Untrue judgement is 
wrong because bearing false witness is wrong. 
 
We all face that Final Judgment at the end of our earthly lives and only God is in possession of all the 
facts. He is the final judge of our lives, and He is compassion and love as the Psalm reminds us. We rely 
on the just, yet merciful judgment of God.  

Fr. Michael 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 10am to 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at other times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 

MASS TIMES. 
Weekdays:    
     Mon to Fri:   9.30am  
     Saturdays:   10.00am 

Weekends:    
     Saturdays:    6.00pm (Vigil Mass) 
     Sundays:       8.00am, 9.30am, 11.30am and 5.00pm 

 11.30am Mass will be live-streamed onto our YouTube channel. 
 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as 
follows:  
Sunday 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am 
Masses and at 4.00pm. 
15 mins before weekday Masses.  
Saturday after 10.00am Mass and at 5.00pm. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

Every Friday:- 10.00am to 6.00pm 
Including from 5.00pm, Praise and Worship, 

Evening prayer and Benediction. 
(except on 1st Fridays) 

 

 
https://youtu.be/iTMYxuSVV6g 

 
 

Collection Box in the Colonnade 

 

 
 

For further information and details of 
itinerary, please see the poster on the notice 
board in the colonnade or pick up a leaflet. 

 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://youtu.be/iTMYxuSVV6g


FORMATION FOR MISSION TEAM: 
(https://www.pffm.org.uk/) 

Essential Training for Catechists 
(5 Mondays, 21st Feb – 21st March, 7.30 to 9.00 pm). 
In this course, we will look at specific questions: how to speak to 
adults, young people and children about God, Jesus, salvation, the 
human person and the Church.  
To find out more and register, check our website: 
https://www.pffm.org.uk/ or  
to register directly for the Essential Training visit:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/        
tZUkcuytpzMrGNTFXcThp9NMAfCmfL8GIoOh 
 

CAFOD Walk Against Hunger 
Following last year’s successful Walk for Water 
challenge, from which parishioners from English 
Martyrs collectively raised the amazing amount of 
more than £6,000 for CAFOD, there is this Lent a new, 
different walking challenge – Walk Against Hunger – 
involving individuals walking a total of 200k in 
whatever manner suits them best. To quote CAFOD, 
you can walk, roll, skip or stroll your way to the 200k. 
You can boldly go it alone and take it on by walking 5k 
a day for 40 days, or you can smash the target all at 
once as a team! It’s your call. There are 200 million 
children in the world whose lives are at risk from 
malnutrition. So, this Lent, why not challenge yourself 
to conquer 200k, and help give hunger its marching 
orders! To take part or learn more, please go to 
http://cafod.org.uk/walk. 
 

Counters Needed – Can you help? 
The Parish plans to return to having a weekly 
collection during Mass in the near future. 
Can you volunteer to count money on a regular  
basis - probably once every 4-6 weeks. 
You will count in pairs and at a regular time (to 
be confirmed) but ideally on Sunday Evening or 
Tuesday Morning. 
Please let the Parish Office know if you are 
able to help. 
 

CAFOD Family Fast Day – 
Lent Appeal 

  
Family Fast Day is Friday 11th March. With the 
lives of 200 million children at risk through 
malnutrition, the backdrop for this year’s Lent 
appeal is CAFOD’s efforts to support parents with 
young children in poverty stricken areas of the 
world, with Amie the chosen example. Amie lives 
in Sierra Leone in Africa, one of the world’s 
poorest countries. Her daughter Lombeh was 
dangerously malnourished as a baby and so small 
she almost died. Amie heard of a local clinic that 
is supported by CAFOD and there met Sister 
Anthonia, an expert in mother and child health, 
who showed her how to make nutritious food for 
baby Lombeh from sesame plants Amie could 
herself grow. Within a few weeks, Lombeh got 
better and began to grow and is now a healthy 
five years old. And, Amie teaches other new 
mums to make sesame paste, helping their 
babies get the nutrition they need.  
By eating a simple meal this Family Fast Day on 
Friday 11thMarch, the money you save can help 
provide new mums like Amie advice on the best 
foods for their children, making a big difference 
to many communities affected by extreme 
hunger. You can donate using a CAFOD envelope 
(available in the church) or by visiting the CAFOD 
website  http://cafod.org.uk/lent. 
 

 
 
You can watch CAFOD’s two minute Lent video 
showing Amie’s story by going to  
https://youtu.be/znd6WLGVhpM 

 
 

     Rest In Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the soul 
of Pam May and all the faithful 
departed.  

 Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken 
into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. 
Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  Ring the 
hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you 
or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
 

 

https://www.pffm.org.uk/
https://www.pffm.org.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20tZUkcuytpzMrGNTFXcThp9NMAfCmfL8GIoOh
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20tZUkcuytpzMrGNTFXcThp9NMAfCmfL8GIoOh
http://cafod.org.uk/walk
http://cafod.org.uk/lent
https://youtu.be/znd6WLGVhpM


Teaching Assistants 
Required Asap 

29 hours, 10 minutes per week (8.40am – 3.00pm), term time only plus 1 INSET day (Part time and job 
share considered) 

NJC Points 5-6 
£12,789 – £13,044 per annum 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon Catholic School is a successful and oversubscribed school judged as “Good” by 
Ofsted. 
 
We are looking for enthusiastic, caring and committed people to join our Special Needs Department and 
Autistic Spectrum, Disorder (ASD) Resource. You will need to enjoy working with children and have an interest 
in supporting those with special educational needs. Good communication, flexibility and organisational skills 
are essential for this role and you must be committed to helping all children achieve their potential.  
 
This role would suit candidates looking to gain experience in education, including those going on to teacher 
training or other roles in schools.  Part time roles and job shares may be considered. 
 
A job description and application form can be downloaded from our website - Vacancies - Blessed Hugh 
Faringdon Catholic School.   
 
You can also submit your application via the upload application link. 
 
Further information can also be obtained from Karyn Stiles, HR Officer – k.stiles@hughfaringdon.org 
 
Closing Date  - Monday 28 February 2022 

The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare and safety of children and young people 
and expects all staff to share this commitment. This post is subject to a satisfactory Disclosure and Barring 
Service check. 
 

Exam Invigilators 
Casual Contract 
£10.21 per hour 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon Catholic School is a successful and oversubscribed school judged as “Good” by 
Ofsted. 
 
We are seeking to recruit Invigilators to join our existing team.  You will be required at key times throughout the 
year to supervising pupils undertaking examinations, in accordance with the Examination Board regulations.  
 
A job description and application form can be downloaded from our website - Vacancies - Blessed Hugh 
Faringdon Catholic School.  You can also submit your application via the upload application link. 
 
Further information can also be obtained from Karyn Stiles, HR Officer – k.stiles@hughfaringdon.org 
 
Closing Date – Monday 28 February 2022 

The school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare and safety of children and young people 
and expects all staff to share this commitment. This post is subject to a satisfactory Disclosure and Barring 
Service check. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hughfaringdon.org/home/join-us/vacancies/
https://www.hughfaringdon.org/home/join-us/vacancies/
https://www.hughfaringdon.org/home/join-us/vacancies/
https://www.hughfaringdon.org/home/join-us/vacancies/


MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 19th February to Sunday 27th February 2022.  
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday 19th      
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  Bridie O’ Gorman RIP 

Sunday 20th   
 

8.00am  
  

Pat Mc Loughlin and family 

 9.30am  
  Evie Ash 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  John Brennan RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Steven Mc Creight RIP 

Monday 21st  9.30am 
 Patrick Geraghty RIP 

Tuesday 22nd   
 

9.30am 
  

Adrian Cordery RIP 

Wednesday 23rd  
 

9.30am 
  

Baptista Roque Dias RIP 

Thursday 24th  
 

9.30am 
  

Mickey Heneghan RIP 

Friday 25th  
 

9.30am Valencia Victoria De Araujo Thanksgiving 

Saturday 26th  10.00am 
 

Jim Rafter & deceased members of the 
Kelly family RIP 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Saturday 26th 6.00pm Richard Davis RIP 
Sunday 27th 8.00am People of the Parish 

 9.30am Norma Dick intentions 
 11.30am Patrick Geraghty RIP 
 5.00pm Mick Heneghan RIP 
 

Synod 2023 
Heartfelt thanks for all those who have taken part in the Parish Synod Listening sessions, those who have sent in 
their own personal prayerful reflections and those who reached out to others to invite their experience of the 
Church. The parish meetings have now ended and the feedback from our Parish needs to be collated by the end of 
February and sent on to our Bishop, so responses in writing, verbally or via email are appreciated as soon as 
possible. You can email your thoughts to our Synod email address: Synod23AtEM@outlook.com 
  
What do you love about the Church? What has been difficult for you? What changes are we being called to make ?  
  
As Fr Michael reminds us, this is only the first stage of a long journey as we begin to learn to walk together more 
openly, generously and prayerfully as the beloved People of God so that our local and worldwide Church can become 
ever more leaven and light to our brothers and sisters throughout the world.  
  
Link to a short presentation.  https://youtu.be/iiSF20wMwTs   
 

mailto:Synod23AtEM@outlook.com
https://youtu.be/iiSF20wMwTs

