
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME       26th / 27th FEBRUARY 2022 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

Pope Francis has requested that Ash Wednesday is observed as a day of fasting, abstinence, and prayer 
for peace in Ukraine, for an end to the Russian hostilities and for a peaceful resolution. It is a day of 
fasting and abstinence and the pope has asked that our prayer, fasting and abstinence on that day is 
offered for Ukraine and its suffering people. 
 
The ashes of Ash Wednesday are another stark reminder of our human mortality and of dependence 
upon God. The ashes symbolise mourning, mourning for our sin and of our need of repentance, that 
ongoing change and conversion so necessary in the Christian life. The Gospel reading on Wednesday 
reminds us of the prayer, fasting and almsgiving to which we are called in Lent and to which we are called 
throughout the Christian life. Prayer is time spent with God, fasting where we deny ourselves things we 
can so easily do without and almsgiving where we give generously to the poor. Lent is a time of profound 
spiritual opportunity for growth spiritually and growth in our relationship with God. 
 
The season of Lent is a time of intense preparation for those adults who are preparation for baptism and 
for reception into full communion with the Catholic Church. There are seven in total: one catechumen 
preparing for baptism and all seven will receive the sacraments of initiation Confirmation and Eucharist. 
Let us keep them in our prayer in a special way throughout Lent. They have been called by God to 
conversion of life and so of course have we. We are all called to ongoing conversion of life and faith so 
that we more completely live the Christian life and be more fully identifiable as Christ.  
 
Lent can be a time for a real deepening of faith. Faith is a precious gift, and we need to pray for an 
increase of faith all the time. Prayer every day is essential if we are to have faith and if our faith is to 
grow and remain strong in the face of all that life can throw at us. In Lent we look forward to the 
celebration of Easter and the celebration of the paschal mystery of the Lord’s death and resurrection.  
 
We can say with St. Paul, death where is your victory, death where is your sting? Let us thank God for 
giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amidst the death of the pandemic, and now the 
death of war and the culture of death of modern secular culture, we are called once again to renewed 
hope in the resurrection which we find at the heart of the Gospel message in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  
 
As we set out on another Lent let us keep the situation in Ukraine in prayer and on Ash Wednesday let us 
offer our prayer, fasting and abstinence for an end to the violence and for a peaceful settlement.  
  
 
 

Fr. Michael 
 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 10am to 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at other times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 

ACTIVITIES DURING LENT  
MASS TIMES 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday at 9.30am  
Wednesday & Friday at 6.30am & 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm 
Sundays at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
11.30 Mass is Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Sunday: 30 mins before and immediately after 8.00am; 9.30am 
& 11.30am Masses. At 4.00pm and after 5.00pm Mass.  
15 mins before weekday Masses.  
Saturday after 10.00am Mass, at 5.00pm and after Vigil Mass. 

  
Fridays at 9.00am and 
7.30pm. 

LENT READINGS: The Scripture readings for Lent are particularly rich and a major 
source of help in living a good Lent. Fr Adrian Graffy, parish priest, Scripture scholar, 
and member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, has prepared commentaries on all 
the readings in the Liturgy of the Word at Mass throughout Lent, from Ash 
Wednesday to Good Friday. The full text of the biblical readings and commentary are 
accessible from the home page of www.whatgoodnews.org  

Lenten virtual Pilgrimage of Grace in the Holy Land: You can watch a teaser video here.  
This is a free virtual pilgrimage, with daily 15 minute videos with reflection from the Holy Land. 
The Thursday Emmaus Group is going to be reflecting on Lent using the Embrace the Middle East Lent 
Reflections.    https://embraceme.org/lent-reflections 
Anyone who would like to join us this Lent on a Thursday 7.30pm to 8.45pm, please email me at: 
cath_harrington@compuserve.com for the Zoom link. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY: 4TH MARCH: Rosary, Confessions, Songs of Adoration, Scripture Reading & 
Reflection, Vespers and Benediction. From 5.00pm.  

 
MY LENTEN PROMISE. WHAT CAN I DO TO MAKE LENT SPECIAL? 

FASTING – Have a simple meal on 
one day a week. 
Give the money saved to CAFOD or 
give food to the foodbank. 

 

 

FOODBANK – A box will be 
placed outside the colonnade before 
each Sunday mass. Donations can 
include pasta, rice, lentils, pasta 
sauce....tins of beans,  
veg and fruit .Comfort food as a 
treat ...biscuits and chocolate. Also 
toiletries. These will be taken to the  
De-Caf foodbank 

PRAYER – A Prayer for Lent to 
say before meals. 
 
Dear Lord, Bless the food that we 
eat today. Thank you for all those 
who help to produce our food and 
prepare our meals. We pray for 
the hungry in the world  Amen 
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https://pffm.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d58a7e99aecba673cee0f52a&id=a96e4a3ddc&e=dd050b2f8e
https://embraceme.org/lent-reflections
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A Deeper Understanding of Welcome 
Online conference 

Bishop Philip invites you to join him for a Zoom 
conference on Thursday 10th March, 6pm til 8 pm to 
discuss accompaniment, Christian hospitality, reaching out 
to others, listening to others and how we welcome people 
into Christ’s Church.  
The event is especially appropriate for those involved in 
the Ministry of Welcome, church greeters and those 
supporting sacramental programmes.  
Register (free) here. For more details, contact Liza 
Nahajski lnahajski@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

It is with great sadness the family of Mary Togher 
(wife of the late Patrick) wish to announce her sad and 

sudden passing. Her Requiem Mass will be held on 
Tuesday 8th March at 11.30am at English Martyrs 

church.  This will also be live streamed 
 

TESS HEENAN RIP  
The parish offers condolences to the family of Tess 
Heenan, who died recently.  Please pray for the repose 
of her soul.  Tess’ coffin will be received into St 
Joseph's, Tilehurst on Tuesday, 8th March at 4.30 pm, 
followed by Funeral Mass on Wednesday, 9th March at 
12 noon and burial at Henley Road Cemetery at 1.30 
pm.  All are welcome.  

 
CAFOD Walk Against Hunger 

 
Following last year’s successful Walk for Water 
challenge, from which parishioners from English Martyrs 
collectively raised the amazing amount of more than 
£6,000 for CAFOD, there is this Lent a new, different 
walking challenge – Walk Against Hunger – involving 
individuals walking a total of 200k in whatever manner 
suits them best. To quote CAFOD, you can walk, roll, 
skip or stroll your way to the 200k. You can boldly go it 
alone and take it on by walking 5k a day for 40 days, or 
you can smash the target all at once as a team! It’s your 
call. There are 200 million children in the world whose 
lives are at risk from malnutrition. So, this Lent, why 
not challenge yourself to conquer 200k, and help give 
hunger its marching orders! To take part or learn more, 
please go to http://cafod.org.uk/walk. 
 

Counters Needed – Can you help? 
The Parish plans to return to having a weekly 
collection during Mass in the near future. 
Can you volunteer to count money on a regular  
basis - probably once every 4-6 weeks. 
You will count in pairs and at a regular time (to 
be confirmed) but ideally on Sunday Evening or 
Tuesday Morning. 
Please let the Parish Office know if you are 
able to help. 
 

 Five Minutes with Teddy and Jesus 
Short videos about Moses for young children. 

Click on:  https://youtu.be/r9Xq3NiA4O0 

CAFOD Family Fast Day – Lent Appeal 
 Family Fast Day is Friday 11th March. With the lives of 
200 million children at risk through malnutrition, the 
backdrop for this year’s Lent appeal is CAFOD’s efforts 
to support parents with young children in poverty 
stricken areas of the world, with Amie the chosen 
example. Amie lives in Sierra Leone in Africa, one of the 
world’s poorest countries. Her daughter Lombeh was 
dangerously malnourished as a baby and so small she 
almost died. Amie heard of a local clinic that is 
supported by CAFOD and there met Sister Anthonia, an 
expert in mother and child health, who showed her how 
to make nutritious food for baby Lombeh from sesame 
plants Amie could herself grow. Within a few weeks, 
Lombeh got better and began to grow and is now a 
healthy five years old. And, Amie teaches other new 
mums to make sesame paste, helping their babies get 
the nutrition they need.  
By eating a simple meal this Family Fast Day on Friday 
11thMarch, the money you save can help provide new 
mums like Amie advice on the best foods for their 
children, making a big difference to many communities 
affected by extreme hunger. You can donate using a 
CAFOD envelope (available in the church) or by visiting 
the CAFOD website  http://cafod.org.uk/lent. 
You can watch CAFOD’s two minute Lent video showing 
Amie’s story by going to  
https://youtu.be/znd6WLGVhpM 
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Thanks to your generosity, I’m pleased to be able to let you know that our parish has raised over 
£377,000 towards the Closer to Christ Campaign.   
 
Our aim is to reach £400,000 within the next two weeks. If you filled in a card at the Thanksgiving 
Mass in January indicating you would be happy to make a pledge, I ask that you return the form at your 
earliest convenience to either the parish office, to me after Mass or directly through the post to the 
Campaign Office. While you may not wish to start your pledge immediately, I do ask that you return your 
form, indicating a start date and method of payment that is convenient to you.  
 
I am confident that with one last push we shall achieve our goal. All of the remaining funds we raise will 
come back directly to English Martyrs and so we have much to benefit from.  
 
Thank you for your support and please pray for the continued success of the Closer to Christ Campaign 
in our parish. 
 
 

 
 
Bishop Philip writes: Our Diocese of Portsmouth 
Annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place this 
year from 18th to 22nd July 2022. I am now very 
pleased to be able to invite you once again to join 
me and many others from across the Diocese on 
this pilgrimage. We will be leaving from 
Bournemouth airport. Once in Lourdes we will stay 
at the Hotel La Solitude, celebrate Mass daily, and 
take part in all that Lourdes has to offer. If you 
would like to know more about joining me either as 
a pilgrim or as a youth pilgrim, serving our pilgrims 
and helping to make our pilgrimage a success, 
please email lourdes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

 

 
 

For further information and details of itinerary, 
please see the poster on the notice board in the 

colonnade or pick up a leaflet. 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 26th February to Sunday 6th March 2022.  
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday 26th      
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  

Richard Davis RIP 

Sunday 27th   
 

8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Norma Dick intentions 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  

Patrick Geraghty RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Mick Heneghan RIP 

Monday 28th 9.30am Colin and Eileen Ryall RIP 

Tuesday 1st March 
Feast of St. David 

9.30am 
  

Dickson and Roseline Fernandes 
Thanksgiving 

Wednesday 2nd  
Ash Wednesday 

6.30am 
  

Bridget Shalbey intentions 

 9.30am 
 

Margaret Summerville RIP 

 12.00pm Funeral service for Patrick Kilbane RIP 

 7.00pm 
 

Ryan Flood RIP 

Thursday 3rd  
 

9.30am 
  

Wilfrid Henwood RIP 

Friday 4th  
 

6.30am Thanksgiving – Joseph and Santhanam 
families 

 9.30am Patrick Brennan RIP 

Saturday 5th 10.00am Paddy Geraghty RIP 

First Sunday in Lent   

Saturday 5th 

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 
6.00pm Marie O’ Sullivan RIP and 40th Wedding 

anniversary of Anita and Brendan Connolly 
Sunday 6th 8.00am People of the Parish 

 9.30am Marian Hickey RIP 

 11.30am John Brennan RIP 

 5.00pm Kathleen Urban RIP 
 

     Rest In Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the souls ofMary 
Togher and Tess Heenan and all the faithful 
departed.  

 Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into 
hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. Hospital 
staff are not allowed to ask you.  Ring the hospital on 
0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved 
one would like a visit from a priest. 

 


