
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                           12th/13th MARCH 2022 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

 
This weekend we redouble our prayer, fasting and almsgiving for Ukraine. We hope and pray for 
an end to the violent invasion and the death and destruction. We welcome the Sisters of Mary 
Morning Star this weekend who will be praying with us. The CAFOD Lent Fast Day Appeal will be 
in aid of Ukraine and the hundreds of thousands of refugees now seeking refuge. Grateful 
thanks to those parishioners who have volunteered to take refugee families into their homes in 
a wonderful expression of Christian charity. More homes are needed and if anyone would like to 
find out more do get in touch.   
 
The story of the transfiguration is a reminder of the transformation that is proper to the 
Christian life. Every day is a transfiguration in the life of a true Christian, particularly in the 
season of Lent. The transfiguration of Jesus took place within the context of prayer in the 
company of Moses and Elijah. According to the Gospel, ‘As he prayed, the aspect of his face was 
changed, and his clothing became brilliant as lightning. Suddenly there were two men there 
talking to him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his 
passing which he was to accomplish in Jerusalem.’ The presence of Moses and Elijah represent 
the importance of the scripture and the teaching of the Church. 
 
St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that Jesus will transfigure these wretched bodies of 
ours into copies of his glorious body. Our transfiguration will be achieved the same way as that 
of Jesus. Through listening to the beloved son of God who is always speaking to us through the 
words of scripture and through the Church. Whenever we prayerfully listen to the Lord through 
the Church and the scriptures, transfiguration takes place in us. 
 
The first reading from the Book of Genesis Abram was transformed through the covenant God 
made with him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him justified. He 
believed everything he heard from God; thus, he was transformed. Today the challenge before 
us is to allow ourselves to be transformed in Lent. God speaks to us today through the Church. 
The teachings of the Church and the words of scripture can achieve in us the same 
transfiguration as happened in the Gospel. 
 
 

Fr. Michael 
 
 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: CLOSED. Reopens Tuesday 22nd March.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 

ACTIVITIES DURING LENT  
MASS TIMES 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday at 9.30am  
Wednesday & Friday at 6.30am & 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm 
Sundays at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
11.30 Mass is Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Sunday: 30 mins before and immediately after 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am 
Masses. At 4.00pm and after 5.00pm Mass.  
15 mins before weekday Masses.  
Saturday after 10.00am Mass, at 5.00pm and after Vigil Mass. 

  
Fridays at 9.00am and 7.30pm. 

LENT READINGS: The Scripture readings for Lent are particularly rich and a major source of help in 
living a good Lent. Fr Adrian Graffy, parish priest, Scripture scholar, and member of the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission, has prepared commentaries on all the readings in the Liturgy of the Word at 
Mass throughout Lent, from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday. The full text of the biblical readings 
and commentary are accessible from the home page of www.whatgoodnews.org  

Lenten virtual Pilgrimage of Grace in the Holy Land: You can watch a teaser video here.  
This is a free virtual pilgrimage, with daily 15 minute videos with reflection from the Holy Land. 
The Thursday Emmaus Group is going to be reflecting on Lent using the Embrace the Middle East Lent Reflections.   
 https://embraceme.org/lent-reflections 
Anyone who would like to join us this Lent on a Thursday 7.30pm to 8.45pm, please email me at: cath_harrington@compuserve.com for 
the Zoom link. 
 

 

Going into Hospital 
 
If you or a loved one are 
taken into hospital, please 
let the Catholic Chaplaincy 
know. Hospital staff are 
not allowed to ask you.   
 
Ring the hospital on 0118 
322 7105 to let them know 
that you or your loved one 
would like a visit from a 
priest. 

 

 

 
Five Minutes with Teddy and Jesus.   
Short videos about Moses for young children. Click on: https://youtu.be/r9Xq3NiA4O0 
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English Martyrs is proposing a Parish outing on 
Saturday 25th June to see ‘THE LIFE OF 
CHRIST’; details as shown on the adjacent 
poster.  
 
It is a Bible story for all ages, all faiths and none, through the 
presentation of high quality drama.  Staged open-air in the 
stunning Surrey countryside in the heart of Guildford, the play 
focuses on the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Immerse 
yourself in the stories that shaped our world. 
 
THIS IS AN IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE NOT TO 
BE MISSED.   
You will be in the crowd and feel JESUS near 
you. 
 
If you are interested, either individually or as 
a family, please contact Mel on 0118 996 7208 
or email: noronhamel@hotmail.com.  
 
If we can get a group of 30 or more, we can 
make a block booking and avail ourselves of a 
10% discount on ticket prices.  
 
Such a booking would need to be done by 30th 
April so please contact Mel as soon as you can.  
For travel to & from the event, we are, at the 
moment, looking at the idea of CAR SHARING.  
Note:  Other dates are possible. 

 
 

 

 
 

The CAFOD Lent Family Fast Day 
envelopes will be collected at all masses 

this weekend. 
 
 

From Dee Caf: 
 

We have had so many donations  
recently from customers and English  
Martyrs.  These donations have been  

split into approx. 15-20 bags and fresh  
fruit from waitrose on Oxford Road and  
bread from birchbread have been added. 
These have then been distributed free to 

needy local residents in Dee Park every 
Wednesday from 3.00 - 3.30pm. 

Thank you to everyone  
for your generosity! 

 

mailto:noronhamel@hotmail.com


Could you host a Ukrainian family? 
 

We have kept in contact with the Ukrainian Community Centre in Reading and they have contacted us with the following request: 
Is anyone able to host any refugees that are coming to Reading? 

Currently, it looks as if there are approximately 19 people coming over (5-6 family units) who will need to be housed on their 
arrival.  It is hoped that they will arrive on Monday, but it could be Tuesday or later. 

If you are able to offer help in any way, please let the parish office know and someone will be back in touch with you. 

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 12th to Sunday 20th March 2022.  
Second Sunday of Lent 

Saturday 12th      
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  

Justo Jamodiong & Ramon Tagud RIP 

Sunday 13th   
 

8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Ann Brophy RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  

Kathleen Gaughan RIP and  
Nazario Andrade RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Angelica Terezinha Barretto RIP 

Monday 14th 9.30am Kathleen Brown RIP 

Tuesday 15th  
 

9.30am 
  

Glynis Johnston RIP 

Wednesday 16th  6.30am 
  

People of Ukraine 

 9.30am 
 

Mary Togher RIP 

 6.00pm to 
7.00pm 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Thursday 17th  
 

9.30am 
  

Michael & Fidelma Bliss Thanksgiving on 
64th wedding anniversary 

Friday 18th  
 

6.30am Tommy Donohue RIP 

 
 

9.30am Mary Togher RIP 

Saturday 19th 10.00am Alan Williams RIP 

Third Sunday of Lent   

Saturday 19th 

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 
6.00pm Thomas & Mai Cummins RIP 

Sunday 20th 8.00am People of the Parish 
 9.30am Paula Walsh RIP 

 11.30am Anne Tudor RIP 

 5.00pm Roshan Thomas Thanksgiving 

 


