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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT                              5th/6th MARCH 2022 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

 
Our Lenten observance occurs as the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues with much death and 
destruction. After two years of global pandemic, we now face the prospect of a protracted war in 
Europe with all the fear and instability that goes with it. Our thoughts and prayers must primarily be 
with the innocent victims of this aggression and violence. Thousands have been injured and up to a million 
people are now refugees in neighbouring countries. 
  
The Gospel this Sunday tells us of the temptations of Jesus in the desert. He was tempted by the devil 
by the temptations of pleasure, power, and avoidance of responsibility by putting God to the test. 
Temptation and testing are inevitable in the spiritual life, and we have been through quite a time of 
testing and temptation in the last two years. The temptations Jesus faced are those we face, and they 
are temptations to put substitutes in the place of God. This is the main temptation we find in the Bible 
where people put things in the place of God. 
 
Lent is a time to clear away those substitutes we sometimes put in the place of God through prayer when 
we spend time exclusively with Him in conversation, fasting when we do with less food and drink and 
other pleasures so that our awareness of our need of God might be deepened and charity with generous 
giving to the poor.  
 
We need to be imploring God these days with constant intercession for a change of mind and heart by 
the Russian president. On Friday we have CAFOD Lent Fast Day when we are asked to pray, fast, and 
donate generously to the Ukraine appeal. 
 
We are tempted to deny the existence of God especially in times of trouble and hardship. We are 
tempted to put things of the world before God. But we were made for God and our hearts will not rest 
until they rest in Him.  
 
Lent invites us to put God at the centre of our lives and to remove anything to which we have become 
attached that get in the way of our relationship with God. We were made to know, love, and serve Him 
and only in Him do we find what we seek. God hears the cry of the poor and oppressed, the suffering and 
the downtrodden.  
 
Let us put our faith and trust in Him in the days to come. 
 
 

Fr. Michael 
 
 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: CLOSED. Reopens Tuesday 22nd March.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 

ACTIVITIES DURING LENT  
MASS TIMES 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday at 9.30am  
Wednesday & Friday at 6.30am & 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm 
Sundays at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
11.30 Mass is Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Sunday: 30 mins before and immediately after 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am 
Masses. At 4.00pm and after 5.00pm Mass.  
15 mins before weekday Masses.  
Saturday after 10.00am Mass, at 5.00pm and after Vigil Mass. 

  
Fridays at 9.00am and 7.30pm. 

LENT READINGS: The Scripture readings for Lent are particularly rich and a major source of help in 
living a good Lent. Fr Adrian Graffy, parish priest, Scripture scholar, and member of the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission, has prepared commentaries on all the readings in the Liturgy of the Word at 
Mass throughout Lent, from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday. The full text of the biblical readings 
and commentary are accessible from the home page of www.whatgoodnews.org  

Lenten virtual Pilgrimage of Grace in the Holy Land: You can watch a teaser video here.  
This is a free virtual pilgrimage, with daily 15 minute videos with reflection from the Holy Land. 
The Thursday Emmaus Group is going to be reflecting on Lent using the Embrace the Middle East Lent Reflections.   
 https://embraceme.org/lent-reflections 
Anyone who would like to join us this Lent on a Thursday 7.30pm to 8.45pm, please email me at: cath_harrington@compuserve.com for 
the Zoom link. 
 

 

Grandparents' Liturgy for Peace in our World  
 
As well as speaking to us about Baptism, Father Enda will also lead us in a 
special ‘Grandparents’ Liturgy for Peace in our World’. We have all been 
distressed by the images of the invasion of Ukraine. As Grandparents gathering 
from across the world for the Faith Cafe, we will take time to pray in a special 
way for our fellow Grandparents who live in places of conflict in our world. We 
will pray especially for Ukranian Grandparents who are concerned for the welfare 
of their grandchildren and families at this time. 
 
Commenting ahead of the March Faith Café, Catherine Wiley, CGA Founder said, 
“I am very much looking forward to welcoming Father Enda Brady to our March 
Faith Café. I have been trying to book him for the Faith Café for quite some 
time and I am so pleased that he can be with us to focus on the call of Baptism 
but also to lead us in prayer for our fellow Grandparents in Ukraine. I encourage 
you to come along on the 8th of March to hear from Father Enda on a topic that 
we spend a lot of time focusing on as Grandparents and to be part of our Liturgy 
for Peace.” Self Registration option now available for the Faith Café. 

The March Faith Café is open now for self-registration. Please click on the link below to register in advance of the meeting. After you 
register you will receive a confirmation email with the Zoom link to join the meeting on 8 March. Please check your spam folder as well 
as your inbox. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYldumqrD4pGt3vZwJT5te1tSJnQ4nSUnTI 
 
If you have any queries about the Faith Café please email us on info@catholicgrandparentsassociation.com 
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A Deeper Understanding of Welcome 
Online conference 

Bishop Philip invites you to join him for a Zoom conference on Thursday 
10th March, 6pm til 8 pm to discuss accompaniment, Christian 
hospitality, reaching out to others, listening to others and how we 
welcome people into Christ’s Church.  
The event is especially appropriate for those involved in the Ministry of 
Welcome, church greeters and those supporting sacramental 
programmes.  
Register (free) here. For more details, contact Liza Nahajski 
lnahajski@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

 
TESS HEENAN RIP  

The parish offers condolences to the family of Tess Heenan, who 
died recently.  Please pray for the repose of her soul.  Tess’ coffin 
will be received into St Joseph's, Tilehurst on Tuesday, 8th March at 
4.30 pm, followed by Funeral Mass on Wednesday, 9th March at 12 
noon and burial at Henley Road Cemetery at 1.30 pm.   
All are welcome.  

 
CAFOD Lenten Appeal and Ukraine 

 
The CAFOD Lent Fast Day envelopes will be distributed at all masses 
on 5th and 6th March. Please return them with your donations for 
collection at the masses at English Martyrs on 12th and 13th March.  
Monies raised from Fast Day collections go to CAFOD’s general funds 
for use in CAFOD's long term development projects and also its 
emergency work. This ensures that CAFOD has an unrestricted pot  
of money that can be used immediately when an emergency occurs  
like the situation in Ukraine. With the situation there so desperate, 
CAFOD has affirmed your Lent Fast Day donations will have a direct 
impact on the people of Ukraine.  
CAFOD is a member of Caritas International and its sister 
organisation, Caritas Ukraine, and other Caritas agencies in 
neighbouring countries, are already on the ground helping people 
affected by the conflict. They are working to provide food, blankets 
and warm clothes to families who have been forced to leave  
everything behind. 
Whatever you can donate will help CAFOD reach more families with 
urgent assistance. Please do continue to pray for our sisters and  
   brothers in Ukraine. 

 

CAFOD Family Fast Day 11th March 
Small acts of love can make big things happen 

 
This Family Fast Day, we remember that there are many 
people who need our love and support all around the world. 
Children experiencing malnutrition like Amie’s daughter 
Lombeh in Sierra Leone or families affected by conflict, as we 
are seeing now in Ukraine. Thanks to your generous giving on 
previous Fast Days CAFOD was able to respond very quickly to 
the current emergency by sending £100,000 to our partner 
agencies Caritas Poland, Moldova and Ukraine. Donating to 
CAFOD this Lent will enable local experts across the world to 
provide support to families in times of need or conflict. You 
can donate in church using a CAFOD envelope or by visiting the 
CAFOD website: cafod.org.uk/lent 
 

CAFOD has launched an online appeal as well. 
Ukraine crisis: How you can help | CAFOD 

 

 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed  
to ask you.  Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
 

 

 
English Martyrs is proposing a Parish outing on Saturday 25th June to 
see ‘THE LIFE OF CHRIST’; details as shown on the adjacent poster. 
 
If you are interested, either individually or as a family, please 
contact Mel on 0118 996 7208 or email :  noronhamel@hotmail.com. 
 
If we can get a group of 30 or more, we can make a block booking 
and avail ourselves of a 10% discount on ticket prices. 
 
Such a booking would need to be done by 30th April so please contact 
Mel as soon as you can.  
 
For travel to & from the event, we are, at the moment, looking at 
the idea of CAR SHARING. 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 5th to Sunday 13th March 2022.  
First Sunday of Lent 

Saturday 5th      
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  

Marie O’ Sullivan RIP and  
40th Wedding anniversary of Anita and 

Brendan Connolly 
Sunday 6th   

 
8.00am  

  
People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Marian Hickey RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  

John Brennan RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Kathleen Urban RIP 

Monday 7th 9.30am Mariano Gama RIP 

Tuesday 8th  
 

9.30am 
  

Anne Tudor RIP 

 11.30am 
Live Streamed 

Funeral Mass for Mary Togher 

Wednesday 9th  6.30am 
  

Margaret Fallon RIP 

 9.30am 
 

Catherine Urban RIP 

Thursday 10th  
 

9.30am 
  

Mickey Heneghan RIP 

Friday 11th  
 

6.30am Pamela May RIP 

 9.30am Marlena Michaluk RIP 

Saturday 12th 10.00am John Brennan RIP 

Second Sunday of Lent   

Saturday 12th 

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 
6.00pm Justo Jamodiong & Ramon Tagud RIP 

Sunday 13th 8.00am 
 

People of the Parish 

 9.30am 
 

Ann Brophy RIP 

 11.30am 
 

Kathleen Gaughan RIP and  
Nazario Andrade RIP 

 5.00pm 
 

Angelica Terezinha Barretto RIP 

 

 

 
Five Minutes with Teddy and Jesus.   
Short videos about Moses for young children. Click on: https://youtu.be/r9Xq3NiA4O0  

https://youtu.be/r9Xq3NiA4O0



