
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER                     DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY                             
      23rd/24th APRIL 2022 

 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

 

Easter faith is beautifully portrayed in the Gospel this Sunday. Peace, 
mercy, the gift of the Holy Spirit, forgiveness, and faith abound in 
the readings. Jesus’ greeting of peace (Shalom) takes on an added 
significance. Peace, joy, and mercy were signs of the messianic era 
inaugurated by Jesus’ triumph. He has fulfilled the prophecies and 
empowered his disciples. With the wounds of his passion in evidence, 
the Risen Jesus announces the bond between his cross and his 
exultation, he is the same Lord. He commissions his disciples for their 
ministry of mercy and forgiveness, giving life to the community. 

Because of his conquest of sin, the risen Lord could share that victory with all who believe. His 
cross, the sign of contradiction imparts a message of forgiveness, power, and peace. ‘Jesus 
Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy’ explains Pope Francis in his papal document, ‘The name 
of God is mercy,’ when love encounters suffering, poverty, brokenness, and sin, it mercifully 
takes action to do something about it. Mercy is love going out to misery, it is love poured out on 
sinful humanity, freeing us from sin and its consequences – mercy is love’s second name.  
 
The message of Divine Mercy is simple – it entails asking for God’s mercy and urges us to be 
merciful towards others in our actions, words, and prayers. He wants us to extend love and 
forgiveness towards others just as he does for us. ‘I give you a new commandment’ says Jesus, 
‘as I have loved you, so you must love one another’ (Jn. 13,34) … ‘Be merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful’ (Lk. 6:36). The parables of the Good Samaritan, The Prodigal Son, the Rich 
Man and Lazarus and the Unforgiving Servant, all demonstrate the essential truth that having 
received mercy, we have an obligation to share it.  
 
Some great ways of exercising mercy are by performing the spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy – feeding the hungry, drink for the thirsty, clothing for the ragged, sheltering the 
homeless, comforting prisoners, visiting the sick and burying the dead.  
 
The spiritual ones are teaching the ignorant, praying for the living and the dead, counselling 
sinners and the doubtful, consoling the bereaved, bearing injustice patiently and forgiving 
wrongs willingly.  

 
Fr. Michael 

 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tuesday – Thursday 10am – 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 

MASS TIMES   
 
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
Sunday at 8.00am; 9.30am; 
11.30am; 5.00pm 

11.30 Mass will be Livestreamed. 

 
 
 

Confessions will be celebrated in the 
confessional as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 
5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am 
& 11.30am Masses and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

 

 

English Martyrs is proposing a Parish outing on 
Saturday 25th June to see ‘THE LIFE OF CHRIST’; 
details as shown on the adjacent poster.  
 
It is a Bible story for all ages, all faiths and none, through the 
presentation of high quality drama.  Staged open-air in the stunning 
Surrey countryside in the heart of Guildford, the play focuses on the 
birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Immerse yourself in the stories 
that shaped our world. 
 
THIS IS AN IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE NOT TO BE 
MISSED.   
You will be in the crowd and feel JESUS near you. 
 
If you are interested, either individually or as a 
family, please contact Mel on 0118 996 7208 or 
email: noronhamel@hotmail.com.  
 
If we can get a group of 30 or more, we can make a 
block booking and avail ourselves of a 10% 
discount on ticket prices.  
                                                                    13th May 
Such a booking would need to be done by 30th April 
so please contact Mel as soon as you can.  
For travel to & from the event, we are, at the 
moment, looking at the idea of CAR SHARING.  
Note:  Other dates are possible. 

 

 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:noronhamel@hotmail.com


 

 
Red Box 2021: Thank You!  
In 2021, English Martyrs Parish raised £4,139.34 
through Red Boxes and donations to Missio and the 
Mill Hill Missionaries. Thank you! Our English 
Martyrs missionary community is part of a 
worldwide network of people supporting 
missionaries through prayer and financial 
assistance.  The founder of this network 
(APF/Missio), Pauline Jaricot, will be beatified on 
22nd May this year. This remarkable lay woman’s 
life was marked by intense suffering and great 
trust in God. Pauline’s life helps us to see how 
every prayer, however short, and every 
contribution, however small, is valued by God and 
can transform the world for the better. Thank you 
for being a part of Pauline’s legacy. Visit 
missio.org.uk to find out more about Pauline, and 
how your support of Missio changes lives for the 
better. 
 
 

  



 

 
FORMATION FOR MISSION TEAM: (https://www.pffm.org.uk/) 

 
What is baptism and what does it do?  
If you were baptised as a child, you received the most amazing gift: God's own divine life.  
You were probably unable to understand it all at the time, so after Easter, we are offering  
a 6 weeks course to revisit the sacrament of baptism. This course is open to everyone who 
wants to know more about the essence of Christianity, what it means to be baptised and  
how to understand and live God’s gift of grace given to us in baptism.  

This online course will take place on Tuesday evenings from 7.00 to 8.30 pm, 
from the 26th April to the 31st May. 

Register here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqcuGvrj8uGNXgjn4vwHAkty_6i4VUINBW 

 
================================================================== 

   Where is the Holy Spirit in my life?  
In the midst of the various challenges of life, we can feel overwhelmed and alone, with a 
sense of isolation and lack of direction. Yet we are never alone! In a 6 sessions course, we 
are going to reflect together on the sacrament of confirmation and on the action of the  
Holy Spirit in our life. The Holy Spirit is our constant companion, the giver of all the gifts 
necessary to our life with God and with each other as we grow in holiness and charity each 
day. Join us to discover who He is and what He does for us. 

This online course will take place on Thursday evenings from 7.00 to 8.30 pm, 
from the 28th April to the 2nd June. 

Register here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUuceyoqTwjH9cWyP-c-_Vchh-lJrNdNFGI 

 
 
 
 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic 
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one would like 
a visit from a priest. 
 
 
Anne and her family, want to say a huge thank you to the people of the Parish for the wonderful 
support they experienced in the recent sad loss of their beloved Harry. Thanks also to Fr. 
Michael and Fr. Anthony for everything in the build-up of the funeral and for the prayerful, 
musical mass.  
A Mass will be offered for your Intentions. 
 
 

https://www.pffm.org.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqcuGvrj8uGNXgjn4vwHAkty_6i4VUINBW
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUuceyoqTwjH9cWyP-c-_Vchh-lJrNdNFGI


MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 23rd April to Sunday 1st May 2022.  
Easter Sunday 

Saturday 23rd        
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  

Johnny Patton RIP 

Sunday 24th   
 

8.00am  
  

Pamela May RIP 
 

 9.30am  
  

People of the Parish 
 

 11.30am  
Live 

Streamed  

Kevin Commins &  
Kathleen Gaughan RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Mary Togher RIP 
 

Monday 25th   9.30am Kerry RIP 

Tuesday 26th  
 

9.30am 
  

Michael Burke RIP 

Wednesday 27th 9.30am 
 

PM George RIP 

Thursday 28th    
 

9.30am 
 

Maria Vittoria Fernandes 

Friday 29th  9.30am 
 

Paul William Knight RIP 

Saturday 30th  10.00am Peggy Feeley RIP 

Third Sunday of Easter    

Saturday 30th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm Eric Dent RIP 

Sunday 1st May  8.00am Intentions of Tracey Gurr’s family 
 

 9.30am People of the Parish 
 

 11.30am Cummin & Barrett families RIP 
 

 5.00pm Mary Togher RIP 
 

 
 
 
 
 


