
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                            2nd/3rd APRIL 2022 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

 
 As we celebrate the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we find ourselves within two weeks of the 
celebration of Easter. However, we are not there yet and there is still much Lenten preparation 
to be done. Lent is a highly appropriate time to celebrate the Sacrament of Confession. The 
Gospel reading this Sunday is a powerful insight into the mercy of Jesus when he doesn’t 
condemn the woman caught committing adultery. Rather he sends her on her way and reminds 
her not to sin anymore. The Sacrament of Confession is an experience of God’s mercy and grace 
as we try to turn away from sin. Do avail of the Sacrament before Easter. 
 

Sacred Triduum 
Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8:00 pm 

Good Friday Passion of the Lord 3:00 pm 
Stations of the Cross for Children and Families 10 am 

Evening Stations of the Cross 7:30 pm 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil 8:30 pm 

Easter Sunday Masses 8 am, 9:30 am, 11:30am and 5 pm. 
 
Easter celebrates the paschal mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus. These days are 
central to what it means to be a Christian, because to be a Christian is to believe in the 
resurrection. As a Christian community we not only celebrate these days faithfully and worthily 
for ourselves, as important as that is, but they have enormous potential to draw people to the 
Lord if we are ready to welcome them and assist them to meet the Risen Lord. Our parish vision 
is a vision of welcome where we invite, encourage and support all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with the Lord.  

Let us do all we can to welcome and be hospitable to all who will join us for the celebration of 
the Triduum and Easter. We rejoice in and with seven adults who will be received into full 
communion with the Catholic Church. We need to work and pray to double or treble that 
number next year. We exist for mission, for the making of disciples and let us be faithful to 
that task.                                                                                                 

 
Fr. Michael 

 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, READING: Registered Charity No. 246871 
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tuesday – Thursday 10am – 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 

ACTIVITIES DURING LENT  
MASS TIMES 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday at 9.30am  
Wednesday & Friday at 6.30am & 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm 
Sundays at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
11.30 Mass is Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Sunday: 30 mins before and immediately after 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am 
Masses. At 4.00pm and after 5.00pm Mass.  
15 mins before weekday Masses.  
Saturday after 10.00am Mass, at 5.00pm and after Vigil Mass. 

  
Fridays at 9.00am and 7.30pm. 

LENT READINGS: The Scripture readings for Lent are particularly rich and a major source of help in 
living a good Lent. Fr Adrian Graffy, parish priest, Scripture scholar, and member of the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission, has prepared commentaries on all the readings in the Liturgy of the Word at 
Mass throughout Lent, from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday. The full text of the biblical readings 
and commentary are accessible from the home page of www.whatgoodnews.org  

Lenten virtual Pilgrimage of Grace in the Holy Land: You can watch a teaser video here.  
This is a free virtual pilgrimage, with daily 15 minute videos with reflection from the Holy Land. 
The Thursday Emmaus Group is going to be reflecting on Lent using the Embrace the Middle East Lent Reflections.   
 https://embraceme.org/lent-reflections 
Anyone who would like to join us this Lent on a Thursday 7.30pm to 8.45pm, please email me at: cath_harrington@compuserve.com for 
the Zoom link. 

St Vincent de Paul Society (SVP) 
Thank you 

  
The English Martyrs SVP group would 
like to thank all parishioners for their 
donations last weekend to help us in our 
work with the poor of our area. 
The total raised was £902, and we 
would like to thank you all for your 
generosity. This money will go to help 
the poor and needy who seek our help. 
If you missed the chance to donate last 
weekend you can still do so at anytime 
by clicking on the link below:- 
https://giving.give-
star.com/online/saint-vincent-de-paul-
society-england-and-wales/svp-english-
martyrs-fundraising-page 
 

 
MISSIO Red Boxes 

In April, parishioners who keep a red "mission box" in 
their home to fill with loose change for overseas missions 
can expect to be contacted by a Missio volunteer offering 
to empty their box. Holders of a box who are not 
contacted can bring it to the parish office for forwarding 
to the relevant volunteer. Any member of the parish 
wishing to join the scheme can do so by sending a request 
via the parish office to Paul Fanning, the local Missio 
Secretary." 
 
 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are 
taken into hospital, please let the Catholic 
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to 
ask you.  
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them 
know that you or your loved one would like a visit 
from a priest. 
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https://giving.give-star.com/online/saint-vincent-de-paul-society-england-and-wales/svp-english-martyrs-fundraising-page
https://giving.give-star.com/online/saint-vincent-de-paul-society-england-and-wales/svp-english-martyrs-fundraising-page
https://giving.give-star.com/online/saint-vincent-de-paul-society-england-and-wales/svp-english-martyrs-fundraising-page
https://giving.give-star.com/online/saint-vincent-de-paul-society-england-and-wales/svp-english-martyrs-fundraising-page


 
Our Second Collection This weekend (2nd/3rd April) is for the Clergy Assistance Fund, which 
resources the invaluable work of the Department for Clergy Team. The Team is responsible for 
looking after the welfare, ongoing formation, and personal support of our clergy, from the early 
days of ordination all the way into retirement. As a Diocese, we are responsible for supporting 
the 70-diocesan clergy in active ministry, 47 from religious orders, the Personal Ordinariate of 
Our Lady of Walsingham or overseas, and 53 in retirement, who with dedication and care serve 
our parishes, chaplaincies, schools, outreach, and mission: bringing people closer to Jesus Christ 
through His Church. You can donate on line by visiting: 

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/clergy-assistance-fund 
 
 

All the charities involved in the Spring Fayre last weekend, would very much like 
to THANK all the parishioners who supported this event. 
 

The Easter Day Collection supports our parish 
priests directly, in grateful thanks for their 

dedication, service and witness throughout the year. 
If you would like to give a gift to support Fr. Michael 

& Fr. Anthony in their mission and ministry this 
Easter, please visit: 

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/reading
-english-martyrs-parish-easter-collection-2022 

 
 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) 
is holding meetings for supporters in Reading to spread the 
pro-life message and to help the fight to stop abortion in 
the UK.  
In these meetings they will be focusing on various different 
current SPUC campaigns, including around abortion 
coercion. This campaign highlights that for many women 
abortion is not the free choice promoted by the abortion 
lobby. SPUC will also be discussing the range of educational 
presentations and resources they can offer to secondary 
schools.  
  
There are two opportunities to attend the meeting, and the 
programme will be the same on each evening. You can choose 
which evening to attend. Here are the details of the 
meetings:   
Monday 4 April, 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. English Martyrs 
Catholic Church. 
Tuesday 5 April, 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Our Lady of Peace and 
Blessed Dominic Barberi Catholic Church, 338 Wokingham 
Road, Earley, Reading, RG6 7DA. For further information, 
please contact katherinehampton@spuc.org.uk or telephone 
01892 542616.  
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Don’t forget to visit our Caring for Creation on YouTube for the latest news, 

tips and upcoming activities. https://youtu.be/mBWBe2lo-4k 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 2nd to Sunday 10th April 2022.  
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Saturday 2nd       
(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm  
  

Mary Togher RIP 

Sunday 3rd   
 

8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 
 

 9.30am  
  

Bernadette Ennis RIP 
 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed  

John Brennan RIP 
 

 5.00pm  
  

Nancy Munnelly RIP 

Monday 4th   9.30am Mary Togher RIP 

Tuesday 5th  
 

9.30am 
  

Carleen Duffy RIP 

Wednesday 6th  6.30am 
  

Intentions of Dom Simon-Marie 

 9.30am 
 

Helena Lourenco RIP 

Thursday 7th   
 

9.30am 
  

John Knox RIP 

 
 

11.00am Requiem Mass for Francoise Davies RIP 

Friday 8th  
 

6.30am Shirley Casey 

 
 

9.30am Moira Husbands RIP 

Saturday 9th  10.00am Archbishop Henry King RIP 

Palm Sunday   

Saturday 9th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm People of the Parish 
Sunday 10th  8.00am Dickson Fernandes Thanksgiving 

 9.30am Mary Fahy RIP 

 11.30am Paddy Geraghty RIP 

 5.00pm Kathleen Urban RIP 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLB2JNoDOPmP9NQcwA9MzyJM6E6hPatXhh
https://youtu.be/mBWBe2lo-4k

