
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                            21ST/ 22ND MAY 2022 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

An invitation from the Bishops of England and Wales 
This is the bread come down from heaven (John 6:58) 

A beautiful hallmark of the Catholic faith is the profound desire to participate in the Holy Mass and share in the 

Eucharist. We do so with deep gratitude and joy. The Eucharist gives the Church her identity – “The Eucharist 

makes the Church, and the Church makes the Eucharist.” It enables us to worship Almighty God, to support each 

other on our journey of faith, and to be a visible sign of faith in the world. This hallmark is supported and 

strengthened by the precept that our fundamental Christian duty is to worship God by participating in the 

celebration of Mass. Attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is the greatest of all privileges, sometimes 

referred to as “the Sunday Obligation.” 

 

Since the beginning of the Covid pandemic, until the present time, we have shared with you our judgment that the 

situation of the last two years has meant that the Sunday Obligation has been impeded and has needed to be 

fulfilled in other ways. We thank God that this situation has now changed. The pressing challenges of the pandemic 

have lessened significantly. Most people have resumed the wide range of normal activities, no longer restricted by 

the previous Covid measures. We therefore believe that the reasons which have prevented Catholics from 

attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation no longer apply. 

 

We understand there will still be some members of our congregations who, for reasons of health, do not feel safe 

enough to return to Mass. It has always been the understanding of the Church that when the freedom of any 

Catholic to attend Mass in person is impeded for a serious reason, because of situations such as ill health, care for 

the sick or legitimate fear, this is not a breach of the Sunday Obligation. 

 

Our Catholic people and parishes have benefitted during these difficult times from the online streaming of Mass 

and other services. “Virtual viewing” of Mass online does not fulfil the Sunday Obligation. It may, however, be a 

source of continual spiritual comfort to those who cannot attend Mass in person, for example those who are elderly 

and sick, for whom the obligation does not apply. In this context, we recognise gratefully the ministry of those who 

administer Holy Communion to the elderly, sick and housebound. 

 

 



We are grateful to our clergy, religious and lay faithful who have served our parishes, schools and communities 

with dedication and distinction throughout this pandemic. Now we look forward with renewed faith and confidence. 

In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Lord’s Supper, the Lord Jesus entrusted to us the precious gift of Himself. 

With humility, we glory in being a Eucharistic people for whom attendance at Mass is essential. Looking forward to 

the forthcoming feast of Pentecost, we now invite all Catholics who have not yet done so to return to attending 

Mass in person. 

 

As the Church needs the witness of the presence of each person, so too each believer needs to journey in faith and 

worship with their fellow disciples. Nourished by our encounter with the Risen Lord Jesus, fed with His Word and 

His Body and Blood in Holy Communion, and supported by the presence of each other, we receive strength week by 

week, to serve the Lord and glorify Him with our lives. 
 
 

 
 



ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tuesday – Thursday 10am – 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES THIS WEEK   
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Wednesday & Thursday at 7.30pm 
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
Sunday at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 

11.30 Mass will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm. Volunteers are 
needed to be in the church during this time.  If you can spare an hour either once a week or just 
occasionally, please contact the parish office 
 

 
Catholic Home Care Vacancy 

The Catholic Home Care is expanding!  
Due to increased demand, we need more home care assistants to join our team. If you, or someone you know, likes 
elderly people and would like a part-time job, is this something that would suit? 
Good rate of pay (£9.80 ph.), paid holidays and flexible working through Monday - Friday daytime.  
Core business domestic support (cleaning & shopping) to help elderly people to stay in their own homes for longer.    Car 
driver an advantage, but not essential.  
For more details & application pack call Anne Monaghan or Marina Joyce on: 
023 8017 0498 
 
Closing date: Friday 3rd June 2022 
 
 

     Rest In Peace 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mark Swallow. 

His funeral will take place at English Martyrs Church 
on Tuesday 7th June at 11.00am, followed by burial at 

Henley Road Cemetery. 
 

SUNDAY 29TH MAY 
 

There will be a second collection at all 
Masses in support of: 

World Communications Day. 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 

 

PRAYER & HEALING SERVICE - SATURDAY, 28TH MAY:  1.00 PM 
A celebration of Praise and Healing Service at St Joseph’s, Tilehurst - Come and 
worship with us.  Please bring your friends and family.  See what wonders the Lord has 
for you!  Do not be afraid to open your heart to the power of the Holy Spirit.  The 
next one will take place in several months time.  All are welcome!    
If driving, please park your car considerately and under no circumstances block people’s 
driveways.  If possible, park your car further away and come to the service on foot.  
This will ease traffic congestion greatly.  Thank you.    
 

 

 

“SVP Afternoon Tea” 
The SVP are again organising an Afternoon Tea for parishioners to come together for a relaxed 
afternoon with tea / cake and a chat. 
The event is being held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 26th May at 2.30pm. It would be useful to 
know if you are able to come so that we cater for the right number of people. 
We can offer transport to anyone who needs it. Please let Stephen Hogg know on 07891 773379. 
We look forward to seeing you all again.” 
 

 

   

ENGLISH MARTYRS 
CARING FOR CREATION 

To find out more about English Martyrs Caring for 
Creation, please scan the QR code below to view our 
series of short videos.  These explain how we are 
responding to the Papal Encyclical, Laudato Si and 
inviting you to join us in responding to the urgent cry 
of the poor and cry of the earth. 
Link to latest youtube video is: 
https://youtu.be/WK9MezZ04f8 

  
 

For those in English Martyrs Parish who are sick or housebound 
If you know of a relative or parishioner who is sick or housebound and unable to come to Mass, 
arrangements can be made for Holy Communion to be brought to them in their home. Please 
contact the parish office 01189572149, to arrange a home visit. 
 

 

Marriage Care is a Catholic charity which supports marriage through relationship 
counselling and marriage preparation.  We are currently looking to recruit 
volunteers, couples, or individuals, to facilitate our marriage preparation courses 
for couples getting married in the Catholic church.  Full training and continuing 
support are provided.  Our presenters usually present courses on a Saturday two or 
three times in a year.  If you think you could help to support marriage in this way, 
please contact Sue Cooper at sue.cooper@marriagecare.org or 07939495774.    
For further information about Marriage Care visit www.marriagecare.org.uk 
 

https://youtu.be/WK9MezZ04f8
mailto:sue.cooper@marriagecare.org
http://www.marriagecare.org.uk/


MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 21st to Sunday 29th May 2022.  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Saturday 21st (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Andrew Rosario RIP 

Sunday 22nd  8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Aidan Farrelly RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

Kay Krauze RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Private intention 

Monday 23rd    9.30am Mark Swallow RIP 

Tuesday 24th  
 

9.30am 
  

Mark Swallow RIP 

Wednesday 25th 

 
9.30am 

 
Michael Herbert RIP 

Vigil Mass for The Ascension 7.30pm Thomas Lydon RIP 

Thursday 26th    
The Ascension of the Lord 

9.30am 
 

Harry Mullin RIP 

 7.30pm 
 

Michael Gleeson RIP 

Friday 27th  9.30am 
 

Grace Saverimuthu RIP 

Saturday 28th  10.00am Augusto Fernandes RIP 

Seventh Sunday of Easter    

Saturday 28th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Peter Sheppard RIP 

Sunday 29th  8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Tom Lydon RIP 

 11.30am  
 

Harry Mullin RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Chris Knollys 

 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff 
are not allowed to ask you.  
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 


