
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  / Twitter: @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/        

If you have news that you want to share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

SOLEMNITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI                     18th/19th JUNE 2022 
OUR PARISH VISION 

To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 

 
If you enter a Catholic church, you will spot a sanctuary lamp burning near the tabernacle, which is where the 
Communion hosts are reserved after Mass. They are kept in this way for two reasons: first, so that Holy 
Communion can be taken to the sick and housebound when necessary; and second, so we can continue to worship 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. 
 
Jesus Christ remains present here in the communion hosts, in what we call the Blessed Sacrament. This is not just 
a metaphor or a symbol. He is truly present – Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity – in all his power and glory and 
majesty. So, if a church appears to be empty, we know that we are never alone. 
 
Whenever we come near to the tabernacle, even if the Blessed Sacrament is not exposed, we come into his hidden 
but powerful presence; heaven is laid open before us; and we can adore him and share our lives with him in a most 
intimate and profound way. We can speak to him, heart to heart. It is like Moses meeting the Lord in the burning 
bush, or the disciples walking up the mountain with Christ at the time of his Transfiguration. 
This does not detract from the importance of the Mass, or the significance of the Blessed Sacrament as spiritual 
food – it simply helps us to appreciate his Eucharistic presence even further. As St Augustine wrote: “No one eats 
that flesh without first adoring it.” 
 
This is such a consolation, knowing that he is with us in this way. When we go to Mass on Sundays, it makes us 
want to be more reverent – from the moment we enter the church to the moment we leave. We want to be 
increasingly conscious of his loving presence. We genuflect to him as we enter and leave our places. We pray to 
him as we prepare for Mass and after it has ended. We remember that we are in the Court of Heaven, in the 
presence of our King, in the company of this visible community, and with the hidden presence of all the angels and 
saints. 
 
This comes into special focus when we have Eucharistic Adoration (“Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament”) – when 
the large host is taken from the tabernacle, put in the monstrance, and placed on the altar for our worship. Christ 
is not “more present” in this way, but he is in a way “more visible” and given more public honour. 
As we gaze at his Sacred Body in the host, we become more conscious of his holy Presence, more attentive, more 
grateful. And because we are worshipping him as a community, in a public liturgy, our prayer and worship has more 
significance. We adore Christ as a community, in the name of the Church, bringing the praise and sorrow and 
intercession of the whole Church to him, together with the needs of the entire world. And we unite ourselves with 
Christ, through the Holy Spirit, in his praise and thanksgiving to the Father. 
 
If the period of Adoration can conclude with Benediction, when the priest or deacon blesses the congregation 
with the Sacred Host, then this is a fitting climax to the liturgy. 
                                                                                                                                            
 
 

  Catholic Truth Society 
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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tuesday – Thursday 10am – 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES THIS WEEK   
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
Sunday at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 

11.30 Mass will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

 
This weekend there will be a second collection  

at all Masses for Day For Life. 
This Collection assists the work of the Anscombe Bioethics 
Centre and other life-related activities supported by the 

Church. The Catholic Bishops this year invite people to think 
again about the value and worth of older persons in families 
and in society, and to make practical choices to build bridges 
between the generations, devoting quality time, energy, and 

creativity to caring for the older persons in our communities. 
 

As well as our usual basket collection, you can donate via this 
link:  https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/day-for-

life-2022 
 

This link will be open for contributions until Friday 24 June. 
 
 

Children Helping Children 
“Daisy’s Dream is a charity which supports children and 

their families who have been affected by the life-
threatening illness or bereavement of someone close to 

them. 
On Tuesday 28th June at 7.00pm there will be an 

evening to enjoy young local talent at the Hexagon, 
Reading, to raise money to make things better for 

fellow youngsters. 
This is supported by Reading schools including English 

Martyrs Catholic Primary. 
Book now at  www.whatsonreading.com 

 

 
Windrush Documentation & Compensation Scheme 
The Reading Windrush Alliance is promoting the  

Windrush Documentation & Compensation Scheme to  
provide free legal support for anyone who arrived in  

the UK before 1989 but does not have the documents  
to prove it. We can help you apply for the right  
to live and work in the UK and possibly British  

citizenship under the Windrush Documentation scheme.  
If you have suffered loss such as being denied  

employment, unable to find a place to live, denied  
health treatment, or subject to immigration action, 
detention or deportation because you could not show  

that you had a right to live in the UK,  
you may be eligible for financial compensation.   
Visit our Windrush Compensation Workshop on 

Saturday 2 July from 2 – 5pm at RISC, 35-39 London 
Street, Reading RG1 4PS, where our legal experts  

will give you free advice on how to apply.  
Visit www.svgareading.org.uk/windrush or email us  

at info@readingwindrushalliance.org.uk  
for more information. 
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There will be a Second Collection for Peter’s Pence, at 

all Masses on 25-26 June (in anticipation of the 
Solemnity of St Peter and St Paul). This Collection is 
offered by the Faithful across the world to the Holy 

Father, as a sign of their sharing in the concern of the 
Successor of Peter for the many different needs of the 

Universal Church, and for the relief of those in need. 
The Faithful’s offerings to the Holy Father are destined 

to Church needs, humanitarian initiatives and social 
promotion projects, as well as to the support of the 

Holy See. You can donate online by visiting: 
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/peters-

pence 
Contributions via this link can be made between Monday 

20th June and Friday 1st July 
Further information is available on the Peter’s Pence 
website (https://www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html). 

 

 
 
 
 

 

“SVP Afternoon Tea” 
The SVP are again organising an Afternoon Tea for parishioners to  
come together for a relaxed afternoon with tea / cake and a chat. 
The event is being held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 30th June at 
2.30pm. It would be useful to know if you are able to come so that we 
can cater for the right number of people. 
If you need transport, please contact Stephen Hogg on 07891 773379. 
We look forward to seeing you all again.” 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
For further information and booking forms, visit 
https://www.fanningtheflame.co.uk/summer-camp 
and follow the links. 
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Vincentian Volunteers are Catholic young people aged 18-35, from all over the world, who 

commit a year of their lives to the service of vulnerable people. During their year with us, they 
live in a community of three or four people and engage in voluntary work in partnership with 
other, well known charity organisations in order to help the impoverished, the homeless, the 

disabled, refugees and those suffering with addictions within the local community. 
We are still recruiting for 2022/23 (September 2022 to July 2023) for more details please 

visit https://www.vincentianvolunteers.org.uk/ 
 
 
We are planning a day visit to 
the Shrine of Walsingham on 
13th August 2022. We plan to 
depart at 7:15am from English 
Martyrs and start our return leg 
at 5pm. Journey time is 
approx.3.5 hours.  
The cost of coach travel will be 
£25 per seat with TK travel. 
Please register your interest of 
travel including payment by 
10th July with either Tony 
Maina 07776 328060 , Charlie 
07890 573169 or English 
Martyrs office (Barbara) 0118 
9572149 

Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham. 

 

Shrine schedule is as follows: 
11.00 - Rosary 
11.00 - Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
11-11.45 - Confessions 
12 Noon Mass 
14.00 - Exposition  of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
15.00 - Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
Rosary and Benediction 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 18th to Sunday 26th June 2022.  
Solemnity of Corpus Christi 

Saturday 18th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Seamus McShane RIP 

Sunday 19th  8.00am  
  

Justo, Lucia & Carlos RIP 

 9.30am  
  

 People of the Parish 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

People of the Parish from Anne Mullin in 
gratitude 

 5.00pm  
  

Mary Fletcher RIP 

Monday 20th    9.30am Mary Walsh RIP 

Tuesday 21st  
 

9.30am 
  

Kevin Donovan RIP 

Wednesday 22nd    9.30am 
 

Stanley Austin RIP 

Thursday 23rd    
The Nativity of John the Baptist 

9.30am 
 

Private intention 

Friday 24th  
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

9.30am 
 

Mary Caheny RIP 

Saturday 25th  10.00am Mark Swallow RIP 

13th Sunday in Ordinary time    

Saturday 25th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Harry Mullin RIP 

Sunday 26th  8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Francis Silveira RIP 

 11.30am  
 

Harry Mullin RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

James McMenemin RIP 

 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the 

Catholic Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you. 
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one 

would like a visit from a priest. 
 
 


