
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

PENTECOST SUNDAY                   4th/5th JUNE 2022 
 

OUR PARISH VISION 
To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 

relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 
 

 

 

From the treatise Against Heresies by Saint Irenaeus, bishop 
(Lib. 3, 17. 1-3: SC 34, 302-306) 

The sending of the Holy Spirit 
 
When the Lord told his disciples to go and teach all nations and to baptize 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, he 
conferred on them the power of giving men new life in God.  

He had promised through the prophets that in these last days he would pour out his Spirit on his 
servants and handmaids, and that they would prophesy. So, when the Son of God became the Son of Man, 
the Spirit also descended upon him, becoming accustomed in this way to dwelling with humanity, to living 
in men and to inhabiting God’s creation. The Spirit accomplished the Father’s will in men who had grown 
old in sin and gave them new life in Christ. 
 
Luke says that the Spirit came down on the disciples at Pentecost, after the Lord’s ascension, with 
power to open the gates of life to all nations and to make known to them the new covenant. So it was 
that men of every language joined in singing one song of praise to God, and scattered tribes, restored to 
unity by the Spirit, were offered to the Father as the first fruits of all the nations.  
 
This was why the Lord had promised to send the Advocate: he was to prepare us as an offering to God. 
Like dry flour, which cannot become one lump of dough, one loaf of bread, without moisture, we who are 
many could not become one in Christ Jesus without the water that comes down from heaven. And like 
parched ground, which yields no harvest unless it receives moisture, we who were once like a waterless 
tree could never have lived and borne fruit without this abundant rainfall from above. Through the 
baptism that liberates us from change and decay we have become one in body; through the Spirit we 
have become one in soul.  
 
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and strength, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of God came down upon the Lord, and the Lord in turn gave this Spirit to his Church, sending 
the Advocate from heaven into all the world into which, according to his own words, the devil too had 
been cast down like lightning. If we are not to be scorched and made unfruitful, we need the dew of God. 
Since we have our accuser, we need an Advocate as well.  
 
And so, the Lord in his pity for man, who had fallen into the hands of brigands, having himself bound up 
his wounds and left for his care two coins bearing the royal image, entrusted him to the Holy Spirit. 
Now, through the Spirit, the image and inscription of the Father and the Son have been given to us, and 
it is our duty to use the coin committed to our charge and make it yield a rich profit for the Lord. 
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Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES THIS WEEK   
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
Sunday at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 

11.30 Mass will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

 
 

For those in English 
Martyrs Parish who are  

sick or housebound 
If you know of a relative or parishioner  

who is sick or housebound and unable to come to 
Mass, arrangements can be made for Holy 

Communion to be brought to them in their home. 
 

Please contact the parish office on 
0118 957 2149,  

to arrange a home visit. 
  

 
Children Helping Children 

“Daisy’s Dream is a charity which supports children and their families 
who have been affected by the life-threatening illness or 

bereavement of someone close to them. 
On Tuesday 28th June at 7.00pm there will be an evening to enjoy 
young local talent at the Hexagon, Reading, to raise money to make 

things better for fellow youngsters. 
This is supported by Reading schools including English Martyrs 

Catholic Primary. 
Book now at  www.whatsonreading.com 

 

Marriage Care is a Catholic charity which supports marriage 
through relationship counselling and marriage preparation.   
We are currently looking to recruit volunteers, couples,  

or individuals, to facilitate our marriage preparation courses for 
couples getting married in the Catholic church.   

Full training and continuing support are provided.   
Our presenters usually present courses on a Saturday two or  

three times in a year.  If you think you could help to  
support marriage in this way, please contact Sue Cooper at 

 sue.cooper@marriagecare.org or 07939 495774.     
For further information about Marriage Care visit 

www.marriagecare.org.uk 
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Grants and Trusts Officer 
Permanent, Full time: 35 hours per week (or part-time hours 
considered) 
 
Based at St Edmund’s House, Bishop Crispian Way, Portsmouth PO1 
3QA - (hybrid-working considered) 
 
Salary: up to £30,000 per annum, depending on skills and experience 
 
Are you interested in using your writing skills to help the Diocese of 
Portsmouth to source as many grants and funding opportunities as 
possible, to help us better resource our mission and ministry, grow our 
outreach, and so bring people closer to Jesus Christ through His 
Church? Would you like at the same time to develop your own aptitude 
for communications and fundraising, as part of a skilled and supportive 
team? 
We have a fantastic opportunity for someone who writes well to work 
with us in the Diocese to put together applications for parishes to 
secure funding that they may not know is available.  
You do not need to be an expert in fundraising but do need to be able 
to express yourself well in writing, and we can help you with the rest.  
 
If this sounds like a calling you could answer, then please contact 
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for Job Description and 
details of how to apply.  
 
Closing date for applications: 12 noon on Monday 13 June 2022.  
Interviews (in Portsmouth): Monday 20 June 2022 
 
If you would like a confidential discussion about the role please 
contact: Richard Norman – Fundraising Manager 
rnorman@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk     023 9421 6503 

 

 
Windrush Documentation & Compensation Scheme 

The Reading Windrush Alliance is promoting the Windrush 
Documentation & Compensation Scheme to provide free 
legal support for anyone who arrived in the UK before 

1989 but does not have the documents to prove it. We can 
help you apply for the right to live and work in the UK and 

possibly British citizenship under the Windrush 
Documentation scheme.  

If you have suffered loss such as being denied 
employment, unable to find a place to live, denied health 
treatment, or subject to immigration action, detention or 
deportation because you could not show that you had a 
right to live in the UK, you may be eligible for financial 

compensation.   
Visit our Windrush Compensation Workshop on Saturday 2 
July from 2 – 5pm at RISC, 35-39 London Street, Reading 
RG1 4PS, where our legal experts will give you free advice 
on how to apply. Visit www.svgareading.org.uk/windrush or 
email us at info@readingwindrushalliance.org.uk for more 

information. 
 

 

 

FORMATION FOR MISSION TEAM: 
 (https://www.pffm.org.uk/) 

Our Team is currently offering two online workshops for 
parish readers.  
Workshop 1 offers a general and brief introduction to 
the Liturgy of the Church and a more specific overview 
of the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, as well as an 
overview of the practical skills required for reading in 
church. 
Workshop 2 offers a general introduction to the Bible 
and a group study of a specific reading, using the 4 
senses of Scripture, to equip parish readers so as to 
prepare and understand the depth of the texts they 
read. 
A diocesan certificate is awarded on completion of the 
two workshops and of a reading practice with a diocesan 
listener.  
The workshops will take place on Saturdays 18th and 25th 
June, from 10am to 1pm. 
Find out more details and register here: 
https://www.pffm.org.uk/readers 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 4th to Sunday 12th June 2022.  
Pentecost Sunday 

Saturday 4th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Felix John Dias RIP 

Sunday 5th  8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Michael Sarjent RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

Pamela May RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Harry Mullin RIP 

Monday 6th    9.30am Justo, Agida & Ramon RIP 

Tuesday 7th  
 

9.30am 
  

Harry Mullin RIP 

 11.00am Funeral Mass for Mark Swallow RIP 

Wednesday 8th   9.30am 
 

Terence Maughan RIP 

Thursday 9th    
 

9.30am 
 

Peter and June Drew-Clifton RIP 

Friday 10th  9.30am 
 

Harry Mullin RIP 

Saturday 11th  10.00am Miranda George intentions 

The Most Holy Trinity    

Saturday 11th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Lucy McGullion RIP 

Sunday 12th  8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Thanksgiving Dickson & Roseline 
Fernandes 

 11.30am  
 

Harry Mullin RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Justo, Ramon &Lucia RIP 

 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic 
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one would like a visit 
from a priest. 


