
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  / Twitter: @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/        

If you have news that you want to share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

15TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME               9th / 10th JULY 2022  
OUR PARISH VISION 

To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 

 
 

THE SAINTS “NEXT DOOR” 

The Holy Spirit bestows holiness in abundance among God’s holy and faithful people, for “it has pleased 
God to make men and women holy and to save them, not as individuals without any bond between them, 
but rather as a people who might acknowledge him in truth and serve him in holiness”. In salvation 
history, the Lord saved one people. We are never completely ourselves unless we belong to a people. 
That is why no one is saved alone, as an isolated individual. Rather, God draws us to himself, taking into 
account the complex fabric of interpersonal relationships present in a human community. God wanted to 
enter into the life and history of a people. 

I like to contemplate the holiness present in the patience of God’s people: in those parents who raise 
their children with immense love, in those men and women who work hard to support their families, in 
the sick, in elderly religious who never lose their smile. In their daily perseverance I see the holiness of 
the Church militant. Very often it is a holiness found in our next-door neighbours, those who, living in 
our midst, reflect God’s presence. We might call them “the middle class of holiness”.  

Let us be spurred on by the signs of holiness that the Lord shows us through the humblest members of 
that people which “shares also in Christ’s prophetic office, spreading abroad a living witness to him, 
especially by means of a life of faith and charity”. We should consider the fact that, as Saint Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross suggests, real history is made by so many of them. As she writes: “The greatest 
figures of prophecy and sanctity step forth out of the darkest night. But for the most part, the 
formative stream of the mystical life remains invisible. Certainly the most decisive turning points in 
world history are substantially co-determined by souls whom no history book ever mentions. And we will 
only find out about those souls to whom we owe the decisive turning points in our personal lives on the 
day when all that is hidden is revealed”. 

Holiness is the most attractive face of the Church. But even outside the Catholic Church and in very 
different contexts, the Holy Spirit raises up “signs of his presence which help Christ’s followers”. 
Saint John Paul II reminded us that “the witness to Christ borne even to the shedding of blood has 
become a common inheritance of Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans and Protestants”.  In the moving 
ecumenical commemoration held in the Colosseum during the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, he stated 
that the martyrs are “a heritage which speaks more powerfully than all the causes of division”  

Gaudete et Exsultate, 6-9 

 
 

https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/
mailto:communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tuesday – Thursday 10am – 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES THIS WEEK   
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
Sunday at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 

11.30 Mass will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

  
Important Readibus Survey 

 
If you once relied on the Readibus services to transport you to and from English Martyrs Church for Mass on a 
Saturday or Sunday, or would like to avail of the service now, then please leave your name, address, and contact 
details at the parish office before 14th July. Please don’t delay if this is important to you.  
You may know of parishioners who may not receive the parish newsletter but would be interested in this 
information, so please do let them know too. 
The management of Readibus services will consider reinstating their weekend service, depending on the viability. 
The results of the survey may take a little time before a decision is made, but we will let you know the outcome 
through the parish newsletter. 
  

 

 
 

 

http://www.englishmartyrsrdg.com/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efc231889840db255ab731657&id=211c8bc22d&e=b28af008c1
mailto:mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 

 

Seafarers and fishers play a vital role in all of our lives, but they 
often work in difficult, hazardous conditions. In the last year, more 
crews have been abandoned by their employers than ever before. 
Many are still being denied the right to leave their ships for even a 
short break away from the relentless noise and pressure onboard. 
Many are reporting more stress and poorer mental health. This 
Sunday is Sea Sunday and it is when the Church prays for all those 
who live and work at sea. Your support will make a big difference to 
seafarers and fishers in need.  
You can donate in church during all Sunday Masses,  by visiting 
www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate,  or by texting ‘SEA’ to 70460 to 
donate £5.  
This collection is vital to enable Stella Maris to continue its 
important work, so please be as generous as you can in your giving.   
Thank you.. 

7-9TH OCT 2022 YOUNG CATHOLIC ADULTS (YCA) WEEKEND 
  

 

Theme: “The Communion of Saints’ prayer and the veneration of Holy Relics” 
 

During the weekend of the 7th-9th October 2022, Young Catholic Adults will be running a  
retreat at Douai Abbey. There will be two talks – Rachael Mackenzie from “Rachael’s Vineyard”  

will be telling her conversion story (Sat) and Fr. Glaysher will be talking about the  
Communion of Saints’ prayer and the veneration of Holy Relics (Sun). 

 
YCA will be running the weekend with the Schola Gregoriana of Cambridge who will be holding  

Gregorian Chant workshops. There will also be a Marian Procession, Rosaries,  
Sung Masses, Confession, talks (and socials). 

It’s possible to stay the whole weekend (full board) or to come for the day (bring a packed lunch).  
Please note to guarantee your place Douai Abbey have requested that everyone books in 3 weeks  

before the start of the weekend (16th September 2022). 
 

For More information: http://youngcatholicadults-latestnews.blogspot.co.uk/ or 
http://www.youngcatholicadults.co.uk. 

 
To book go to :- https://bookwhen.com/youngcatholicadults-douai2022 
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Journey In Faith 
Do you wish to join the Catholic Church? 
Are you an adult who wishes to be Baptised?  
Or a Catholic adult who has never been 
confirmed?  
Journey in faith is an opportunity to meet with  
people like you, adults who are seeking 
Baptism,  
First Holy Communion or Confirmation (or 
perhaps all three).  
IF this is you and you would like to know more 
please contact the parish office. 

 
 



 
HEAD OF ESTATES (Diocesan Surveyor) 

 
A vacancy has arisen in the Diocese for a Head of Estates 
(Diocesan Surveyor) to have responsibility for the 
development and delivery of all estates and facilities 
services across the Diocese.  This includes Churches, School 
Estate, Presbyteries and other investment property.  
 
The postholder will have substantial experience providing 
building and construction expertise and a commercial 
approach to investment properties to support the work of 
the diocese.  
 
This role will be the principal advisor on all land, property, 
estates, and facilities matters to the Parishes and Diocesan 
Trustees through the Chief Operating Officer. The 
postholder will work closely with Diocesan colleagues and 
external advisers. 
 
We are looking for someone who enjoys working with 
people, has excellent communication skills and whose 
values are sympathetic to those of the Catholic Church. 
Knowledge and experience: 
 

Membership of RICS, or other relevant professional 
body and evidence of recent and continuous 
professional development 
Significant and relevant experience at a senior level, 
leading a property function in a large, complex, and 
multi-site environment 
An established record of estates and property 
portfolio planning, development, management, and 
rationalisation 
A sound understanding of the legislative 
framework , including Charity regulation related to 
property management including listed buildings 
Well-developed understanding of risk management 
Experience in the charitable sector and working 
with volunteers will be an advantage.  
 

This role will require occasional evening/weekend working 
and flexibility will be required.  
The role involves site visits throughout the Diocese, 
therefore a clean driving license and access to a vehicle is 
essential. 
Salary dependant on experience.  
 
If you would like to receive a full job description for this 
role with details on how to apply, please 
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 
 
Closing date for applications: 9am, Monday 18th July 
2022 
 

SENIOR ESTATES MANAGER  
 
A vacancy has arisen in the Diocese for a Senior Estates 
Manager to join the team.  
 
This role carries senior and professional responsibility for 
the delivery of all schools' estates and facilities services 
across the Diocese.  
 
The postholder will provide building and construction 
expertise to support the development of the school's estate 
and be the principal advisor on all land, property, and 
facilities matters to the Parishes and Diocesan Trustees 
through the Head of Estates.  
 
The postholder will also be the competent person for all 
Diocese Health & Safety activity and work across the 
diocese including parishes working closely with our external 
Health & Safety consultants and internal colleagues to 
ensure full compliance. 
 
We are looking for someone who enjoys working with 
people, has excellent communication skills and whose 
values are sympathetic to those of the Catholic Church. 
 
Amongst other criteria, the successful candidate will have: 

 
Membership of RICS, or other relevant professional 
body and evidence of recent and continuous 
professional development 
Significant and relevant experience at a senior level, 
leading a property function in a large, complex, and 
multi-site environment, ideally schools 
An established record of estates and property 
portfolio planning, development, management, and 
rationalisation 
Well-developed understanding or risk management 
An understanding of data protection legislation 

 
This role will require occasional evening/weekend working 
and flexibility will be required. The role involves site visits 
throughout the Diocese, therefore a clean driving license 
and access to a vehicle is essential. 
 
If you would like to receive a full job description for this 
role with details on how to apply, please contact Mailbox 
recruitment@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 
Closing date for applications: 9am, Monday 18th July 
2022 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 9th to Sunday 17th July 2022.  
15th Sunday in Ordinary time 

Saturday 9th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Shyamalie and Christine Thanksgiving 

Sunday 10th  8.00am  
  

People of the Parish 

 9.30am  
  

Mary Caheney RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

Linda Heneghan Intentions 

 5.00pm  
  

Ann Brophy RIP 

Monday 11th    9.30am Miranda George Intentions 

 11.00am Requiem Mass for Anna Lynch RIP 

Tuesday 12th  
 

9.30am 
  

Hughie Kiernan RIP 

Wednesday 13th 

 
9.30am 

 
Andy and Margaret Doyle Intentions 

Thursday 14th    
 

9.30am 
 

Private intentions 

Friday 15th 
 

9.30am 
 

Joe King RIP 

Saturday 16th   10.00am Intentions of Carmelite Sisters 

16th Sunday in Ordinary time    

Saturday 16th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Mary Caheney RIP 

Sunday 17th  8.00am  
  

People of the parish 

 9.30am  
  

Hughie Kiernan RIP 

 11.30am  
 

Intentions of Guy and Annabel Hudson 
and their families 

 5.00pm  
  

Bridget Hilda Slattery RIP  
and Eva Slattery RIP 

 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic 
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you. Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to 
let them know that you or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
 


	Journey In Faith

