
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  / Twitter: @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/        

If you have news that you want to share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME               23rd / 24th JULY 2022  
OUR PARISH VISION 

To be a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 

 
 

 

THE LORD CALLS 

All this is important. Yet with this Exhortation I would like to insist primarily on the call to holiness that the Lord addresses to each of us, the 
call that he also addresses, personally, to you: “Be holy, for I am holy” (Lev 11:44; cf. 1 Pet 1:16). The Second Vatican Council stated this clearly: 
“Strengthened by so many and such great means of salvation, all the faithful, whatever their condition or state, are called by the Lord – each in 
his or her own way – to that perfect holiness by which the Father himself is perfect”.  

 “Each in his or her own way” the Council says. We should not grow discouraged before examples of holiness that appear unattainable. There are 
some testimonies that may prove helpful and inspiring, but that we are not meant to copy, for that could even lead us astray from the one 
specific path that the Lord has in mind for us. The important thing is that each believer discern his or her own path, that they bring out the 
very best of themselves, the most personal gifts that God has placed in their hearts (cf. 1 Cor 12:7), rather than hopelessly trying to imitate 
something not meant for them. We are all called to be witnesses, but there are many actual ways of bearing witness. Indeed, when the great 
mystic, Saint John of the Cross, wrote his Spiritual Canticle, he preferred to avoid hard and fast rules for all. He explained that his verses 
were composed so that everyone could benefit from them “in his or her own way”. For God’s life is communicated “to some in one way and to 
others in another”.  

Within these various forms, I would stress too that the “genius of woman” is seen in feminine styles of holiness, which are an essential means of 
reflecting God’s holiness in this world. Indeed, in times when women tended to be most ignored or overlooked, the Holy Spirit raised up saints 
whose attractiveness produced new spiritual vigour and important reforms in the Church. We can mention Saint Hildegard of Bingen, Saint 
Bridget, Saint Catherine of Siena, Saint Teresa of Avila and Saint Thérèse of Lisieux. But I think too of all those unknown or forgotten women 
who, each in her own way, sustained and transformed families and communities by the power of their witness. 

This should excite and encourage us to give our all and to embrace that unique plan that God willed for each of us from eternity: “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you” (Jer 1:5). 

Gaudete et exsultate, 10-13 
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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Canon Michael Dennehy 

mdennehy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tuesday – Thursday 10am – 3pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES THIS WEEK   
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
Sunday at 8.00am; 9.30am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 

11.30 Mass will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

  

 

Journey In Faith 
Do you wish to join the Catholic Church? 
Are you an adult who wishes to be Baptised?  
Or a Catholic adult who has never been 
confirmed?  
Journey in faith is an opportunity to meet 
with people like you, adults who are seeking 
Baptism, First Holy Communion or 
Confirmation (or perhaps all three).  
IF this is you and you would like to know more 
please contact the parish office. 

St James’ Way 
Help develop a UK Camino, the St James’ Way, that 

starts in Reading and passes through the full length of 
our Diocese on a pilgrim’s way to Santiago de Compostela. 

David Sinclair, and his friend Adrian Croft, need your 
support to add a stone distance marker (called a 

“mouteira” in Galician) and a St James Cross monument to 
further mark the Way.  They intend to walk the 110km to 
Southampton over 3 days in August for this cause. Please 
join the open invitation to a pre-walk BBQ at Our Lady 
of Peace & Bl.D.Barberi small hall on Sunday,31st July,  
any time between 12 and 4pm to find out more and enjoy 
a pilgrim gathering. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

“Parish Afternoon Tea” 
We are again organising an Afternoon Tea for parishioners to  
come together for a relaxed afternoon with tea / cake and a chat. 
The event is being held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 28th July at 
2.30pm.  Please let us know if you are able to come so that  
we can cater for the right number of people. 
If you need transport, please contact Stephen Hogg on 07891 773379. 
We look forward to seeing you all again.” 
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MEMBER OF INVESTMENT COMMITTEE – 
VOLUNTEER 
 
Property Investment Specialist 
 
We have recently incorporated the Investment 
Committee of the Diocese which has been tasked by 
the Trustees to oversee the investments of the 
diocese of both £12 million of quoted investments 
and some £15 million of residential property.    
 
The committee is chaired by a Trustee, Deacon Gerard 
Dailly, and the membership also includes three 
experts in quoted investments, and two priests.  It is 
also attended by the Director of Finance, Clive Field.    
 
The Committee will draft a new Diocesan investment 
policy and then oversee the investment performance 
of the investments to ensure compliance reporting to 
the Finance Audit & Risk Committee and the Trustees. 
 
We need a person who would be able to attend 
committee meetings once every quarter via Microsoft 
Teams and have experience in helping to develop an 
investment policy and oversee property investment 
portfolio. 
 
If you would like further details of what is entailed 
please contact:: 
Hereward Drummond, Secretary to the Trustees,  
Email: hdrummond@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 
  

 

 

Did you know that CAFOD, the Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development, helps some of the poorest and most marginalised people 
across the world? We can reach so many people because we are a member 
of Caritas Internationalis, the Catholic Church network with a presence 
in 165 countries. 

Our local experts work with people over the long-term, helping them to have the right skills, tools and 
opportunities to live with dignity and support their families. For example, in South Sudan we are helping 
families learn how to farm better as the climate gets hotter, so that they can cope better in the future 
when things get even more difficult. Thank you for your support. Why not consider volunteering for 
CAFOD? We are looking for school volunteers to deliver assemblies and workshops.  
Please contact Jo on portsmouth@cafod.org.uk for more information.  
 
 

A big thank you to everyone who came along to our “Afternoon Tea and Craft” event last Saturday 
afternoon. Your generosity enabled us to raise £62 towards Meghan’s next aid trip to Ukraine. 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 23rd to Sunday 31st July 2022.  
17th Sunday in Ordinary time 

Saturday 23rd (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Deceased members of McCormack and 
Martland families 

Sunday 24th  8.00am  
  

People of the parish 

 9.30am  
  

Tom and John O’Malley RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

John McCartney RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Gregory Nanayakkara RIP 

Monday 25th    9.30am Hobbs family, intentions 

Tuesday 26th  
 

9.30am 
  

Kevin Plagman, RIP 

Wednesday 27th 

 
9.30am 

 
Rita Dabreo, RIP 

Thursday 28th   
 

9.30am 
 

Fergus McGullion, RIP 

Friday 29th 9.30am 
 

Derek Taplin, RIP 

Saturday 30th  10.00am Mabel Byaruhanga, thanksgiving 

18th Sunday in Ordinary time    

Saturday 30th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

People of the Parish 

Sunday 31st 8.00am  
  

Private Intention 

 9.30am  
  

Philip Roartry, RIP 

 11.30am  
 

Fr John O’Laverty 

 5.00pm  
  

Desie Loughney 

 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic 
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you. Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to 
let them know that you or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
 
 


