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Eternal rest, grant to her O Lord, And let Perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen. 

 

The limits of reason 

It is not easy to grasp the truth that we have received from the Lord. And it is even more difficult to express it. So we cannot claim that our 
way of understanding this truth authorizes us to exercise a strict supervision over others’ lives. Here I would note that in the Church there 
legitimately coexist different ways of interpreting many aspects of doctrine and Christian life; in their variety, they “help to express more 
clearly the immense riches of God’s word”. It is true that “for those who long for a monolithic body of doctrine guarded by all and leaving no 
room for nuance, this might appear as undesirable and leading to confusion”. Indeed, some currents of gnosticism scorned the concrete 
simplicity of the Gospel and attempted to replace the trinitarian and incarnate God with a superior Unity, wherein the rich diversity of our 
history disappeared. 

In effect, doctrine, or better, our understanding and expression of it, “is not a closed system, devoid of the dynamic capacity to pose questions, 
doubts, inquiries… The questions of our people, their suffering, their struggles, their dreams, their trials and their worries, all possess an 
interpretational value that we cannot ignore if we want to take the principle of the incarnation seriously. Their wondering helps us to wonder, 
their questions question us”.  

A dangerous confusion can arise. We can think that because we know something, or are able to explain it in certain terms, we are already saints, 
perfect and better than the “ignorant masses”. Saint John Paul II warned of the temptation on the part of those in the Church who are more 
highly educated “to feel somehow superior to other members of the faithful”. In point of fact, what we think we know should always motivate us 
to respond more fully to God’s love. Indeed, “you learn so as to live: theology and holiness are inseparable”.  

When Saint Francis of Assisi saw that some of his disciples were engaged in teaching, he wanted to avoid the temptation to gnosticism. He 
wrote to Saint Anthony of Padua: “I am pleased that you teach sacred theology to the brothers, provided that… you do not extinguish the spirit 
of prayer and devotion during study of this kind”. Francis recognized the temptation to turn the Christian experience into a set of intellectual 
exercises that distance us from the freshness of the Gospel. Saint Bonaventure, on the other hand, pointed out that true Christian wisdom can 
never be separated from mercy towards our neighbour: “The greatest possible wisdom is to share fruitfully what we have to give… Even as 
mercy is the companion of wisdom, avarice is its enemy”. “There are activities that, united to contemplation, do not prevent the latter, but 
rather facilitate it, such as works of mercy and devotion”.  

Gaudete et Exsultate, 43-47 
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 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES W/C 11th SEPT:   
Sunday at 9.00am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
The 11.30 Mass on Sunday will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 9.00am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

 

 

 
We warmly welcome Fr. Gaston Forbah who 

joins our parish this weekend. 
There will be an opportunity to meet and 
greet him after all our weekend masses. 

 
 
 

 

 
“ON FIRE!” PRAYER & HEALING SERVICE  

SATURDAY, 15TH OCTOBER:  5.00PM AT ST.JOSEPH’S, TILEHURST 

A celebration of Praise and a Healing Service. Come and worship with us and 
bring your friends and family.  See what wonders the Lord has for you!  Do not 
be afraid to open your heart to the power of the Holy Spirit.  All are welcome! 

If you are coming by car, please park considerately and avoid blocking our 
neighbours’ driveways.  Better still, why not park your car even further away 

and come to the service on foot.        
This will greatly ease traffic congestion.  

CONSEQUENTLY, THERE WILL BE NO 5PM VIGIL MASS THIS DAY    
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Rest In Peace Please pray for the repose of the soul of Michael Baxter, who died   
                       earlier this week. 
 



MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 10th to Sunday 18th September 2022.  
24th Sunday in Ordinary time 

Saturday 10th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Deceased members of the 
Nanayakkara family 

Sunday 11th   9.00am  
 

Lysandra Baretto thanksgiving 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

People of the parish 

 5.00pm  
  

Private intention 

Monday 12th      9.30am Private intention 

Tuesday 13th     
 

9.30am 
  

Fr Anthony Intentions 

Wednesday 14th   9.30am 
 

Fr Anthony Intentions 

Thursday 15th  9.30am 
 

John Belcher RIP 

Friday 16th  9.30am 
 

Kate Knollys RIP 

Saturday 17th  10.00am Private intention 

25th Sunday in Ordinary time    

Saturday 17th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

People of the parish 

Sunday 18th   9.00am  
  

Joseph Bangura RIP 

 11.30am  
 

Kathleen Gaughan RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Nora and James Fahy, Bernie Fahy and 
Brendan Reynolds RIP 

 

Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic 
Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you.  
Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one would like 
a visit from a priest. 
 

Accommodation for actors sharing the Gospel message 
Would you, or someone you know, be in a position to offer a bed to a Rise Theatre actor in the Tilehurst/Reading 
area for a few nights in mid-September? If so then please let St Joseph's parishioner Stephen Newbury know by 

emailing info@risetheatre.co.uk or calling him on 07764 756811.  
Accommodation provision is a huge help to our ministry - www.risetheatre.co.uk 
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