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To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  / Twitter: @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/        

If you have news that you want to share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                   25th SEPTEMBER 2022  
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SIN OF OMMISSION 
 

The parable of the Rich man and Lazarus mentioned in the gospel of this weekend, reminds us of the sin 
of omission. The rich man neglected his duty to give food to the hungry Lazarus. 
James 4:17 declares, "Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins." A sin of 
omission is a sin that is the result of not doing something God’s Word teaches that we should do. It is 
generally used in contrast with the corresponding phrase “the sin of commission,” or sins that a person 
actively commits. Paul juxtaposes the two concepts in Romans 7:14-20. He decries his tendency toward 
both types of sin. He does what he doesn’t want to do and knows is wrong—the sin of commission—and he 
doesn’t do what he knows he should do and really wants to do—the sin of omission.  
 
One of the passages in which Jesus describes the sins of omission is Matthew 25:31-46. The goats, 
those who are sent away by Christ, are those who saw others hungry and thirsty, but did not provide 
food and water. They are those who saw others in need of clothing, who were sick or in jail but did 
nothing to clothe or comfort them. These are all examples of sins of omission. There was no sin 
committed against these needy people - they were not intentionally starved or deprived of their clothing. 
But the sin of omission was committed when those who could have provided for them chose not to. 
 
Finally, the apostle Paul provides a summary statement that explains why we should do what is right and 
refrain from sins of omission: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9). When we do the will of our heavenly Father 
(Matthew 12:50), we avoid sins of omission and live productive, fruitful lives pleasing to God (Romans 
12:1-2; John 15:1–11). 
 
 
 

 
 

OUR PARISH… 
…is a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope 
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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
 
Parish Priest:        Fr. Gaston Forbah 

gforbah@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 9.00am to 3.00pm.  
Telephone and e-mail always monitored 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head: Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES W/C 18th SEPT:   
Sunday at 9.00am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday at 9.30am  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
The 11.30 Mass on Sunday will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 9.00am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

 
 

 

“Parish Afternoon Tea”  
There will be an Afternoon Tea for parishioners to come together and 
socialize. Relax with tea / cake and a chat with friends. 
The event is being held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 29th September 
at 2.30pm. Please tell all your friends and if you can come, please tell 
us so that we can cater for the right number of people. 
Contact Stephen Hogg on 07891 773379. We can also arrange 
transport should you need it. We look forward to seeing you all again.” 
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"MISSIO Red Boxes: In October, parishioners who keep a red "mission 
box" in their home to fill with loose change for overseas missions can 
expect to be contacted by a Missio volunteer offering to empty their 
box. Holders of a box who are not contacted can bring it to the parish 
office for forwarding to the relevant volunteer. Any member of the 
parish wishing to join the scheme can do so by sending a request via the 
parish office to Paul Fanning, the local Missio Secretary." 
 

 
Invitation to webinar: Thank you for your recent generous support for seafarers and fishers on Sea Sunday. As 
a follow up, Catholic charity Stella Maris (formerly called Apostleship of the Sea) invites you to join a webinar on 
Tuesday 27th September from 7.30pm to 9pm GMT to learn more about the issue of seafarer abandonment, 
and how donations like yours on Sea Sunday are supporting those in crisis. If you would like to attend, please 

register in advance at www.stellamaris.org.uk/abandonment 

 
CAFOD Family Fast Day – World Food Crisis Appeal 

 
Harvest Family Fast Day will be Friday 7th October. The envelopes for your Fast Day donations will be distributed 
at masses next weekend and collected at the masses on 8th and 9th October. (Or, you can go online and make a 
donation to CAFOD via cafod.org.uk/fastday.) 
While the effects of the pandemic and the Ukraine crisis are straining our own finances, millions of families in 
countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia and Sudan are in food poverty as they battle to deal with food shortages and the 
loss of life-sustaining animals because of severe drought caused by global warming. A huge mismanagement of the 
production, allocation, and distribution of the world’s food resources by big commercial enterprises is making 
matters worse. The result is there is now a global food crisis that could be the worst in living memory. Your Family 
Fast Day donations will help CAFOD’s local experts to provide emergency food supplies in the worst affected 
countries in East Africa and support communities around the world working hard to put food on the table. CAFOD 
thanks you for your prayers and continuing financial support. 

 

Funeral details for Fr Roy Bennett RIP 

A funeral Mass for the late Fr Roy Bennett who died in Southampton in August, is to be held   on Thursday 6th October at 12 
noon at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Portswood, Southampton, his last parish whilst in active ministry. All are 
welcome. The service will also be live streamed and recorded with the link available on the front page of the church website 
(www.immaculateconception.church). In lieu of flowers, charitable donations may be made to either CAFOD or the John Henry 
King Fund for retired priests.                                                                                                                                                       
Fr Roy was born and grew up in Reading. He and his family attended English Martyrs.                                      

He was Ordained as a priest here at our church on 16th March 1957 by Bishop King. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm.                           
Volunteers are needed to be in the church during this time and particularly from 11am to 12pm,                          

2pm to 3pm & 4pm to 5pm during October. 

If you can help, please contact the parish office by telephone or email. 
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Message from The Catholic Society of the University: 
New university students of Reading are invited to join fellow students for Mass 
at 6.00pm on Wednesday 28th September at Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church. 

This is the perfect opportunity to praise God alongside other students, 
as well as connecting with them before or after Mass. 

Student meeting every Wednesday in the DB Room at 6.00pm 
 

 
 
 



MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 24th Sept to Sunday 2nd October 2022.  
26th Sunday in Ordinary time 

Saturday 24th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Intentions of Vlasta 

Sunday 25th   9.00am  
 

People of the parish 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

Bart Brookes RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

Private Intention 

Monday 26th      9.30am Private Intention 

Tuesday 27th     
 

9.30am 
  

Private Intention 

Wednesday 28th    9.30am 
 

Maria Antonet Rodrigues RIP 

Thursday 29th   9.30am 
 

Private Intention 

Friday 30th  9.30am 
 

Private Intention 

Saturday 1st October  10.00am Fr. Roy Bennett RIP 

27th Sunday in Ordinary time    

Saturday 1st (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm   Thanksgiving from the Rodrigues Family 
Sunday 2nd  9.00am   Gale Wilkinson RIP 

 11.30am  Brendan Ryce RIP 

 5.00pm   People of the parish 
 

Turn Debt into Climate Action. A Film and Discussion 
Wed, 28th September 7:30pm to 9:00pm.    RISC, 35 - 39 London Street, RG1 4PS 

Rich nations owe climate debt to poorer nations for the devastating impacts of their use of fossil fuels over 
centuries. Poor countries owe financial debts to rich nations.  
Should we cancel both climate and financial debts, so poorer nations can have money to take effective climate 
action?.  

A free event but donations welcome.  Contact: Jackie at jackieoversby@gmail.com 
 

Web: https://www.facebook.com/events/1265398047532232 
 

Bishop Philip’s Tenth Anniversary 
The Bishop’s 10th Anniversary Mass is on Thursday 29th September 2022 at 12 noon in St. John's 
Cathedral, Portsmouth. Followed by refreshments. 
If you are planning to go, please let Barbara in the Parish Office know by Tuesday 27th 
September. 
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