
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  / Twitter: @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/        

If you have news that you want to share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                3rd /4th SEPTEMBER 2022  
OUR PARISH… 

…is a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope. 

 

 

 

A doctrine without mystery 

Gnosticism is one of the most sinister ideologies because, while unduly exalting knowledge or a specific 
experience, it considers its own vision of reality to be perfect. Thus, perhaps without even realizing it, 
this ideology feeds on itself and becomes even more myopic. It can become all the more illusory when it 
masks itself as a disembodied spirituality. For gnosticism “by its very nature seeks to domesticate the 
mystery”,[38] whether the mystery of God and his grace, or the mystery of others’ lives. 

When somebody has an answer for every question, it is a sign that they are not on the right road. They 
may well be false prophets, who use religion for their own purposes, to promote their own psychological 
or intellectual theories. God infinitely transcends us; he is full of surprises. We are not the ones to 
determine when and how we will encounter him; the exact times and places of that encounter are not up 
to us. Someone who wants everything to be clear and sure presumes to control God’s transcendence. 

Nor can we claim to say where God is not, because God is mysteriously present in the life of every 
person, in a way that he himself chooses, and we cannot exclude this by our presumed certainties. Even 
when someone’s life appears completely wrecked, even when we see it devastated by vices or addictions, 
God is present there. If we let ourselves be guided by the Spirit rather than our own preconceptions, we 
can and must try to find the Lord in every human life. This is part of the mystery that a gnostic 
mentality cannot accept, since it is beyond its control. 

Gaudete et Exsultate, 40-42 
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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Fr. Gaston Forbah Afah 

gforbah@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr. Anthony Fyk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 10.00am to 3.00pm.  
Telephone and e-mail monitored at all times 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head:Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES W/C 4th SEPT:   
Sunday at 9.00am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday at 9.30am;  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 

The 11.30 Mass will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated in the confessional as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 8.00am; 9.30am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

 
Join us to find out more about  

CAFOD’s World Food Crisis Appeal 
On Saturday 10th September  there is an online 

meeting from 10:30 am to 12:30pm at which 
Catherine Ogolla CAFOD’s Country Representative 

for Kenya and Uganda will give an update on 
the  desperate situation in East Africa . On 
Saturday 17th September there is a CAFOD 

meeting  at St Bede’s church hall  from 10:30am to 
12 noon to hear from Ibrahim Njuguna CAFOD’s 

Surge Country Representative for Africa about the 
World Food Crisis and the difficulties facing 

communities in East Africa .  Please book your place 
for either meeting by contacting Jo Lewry on 

portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or call 07710 094447  
 

 
Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one 
are taken into hospital, please let the 
Catholic Chaplaincy know. Hospital staff are 
not allowed to ask you. Ring the hospital on 
0118 322 7105 to let them know that you 
or your loved one would like a visit from a 
priest. 
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CONTACTLESS DONATIONS. Our new DIGITAL COLLECTION PLATE, contactless 
terminal is now in the Colonnade. You will be able to make a donation using your contactless 

debit/credit card or smart phone/device. Simply choose the amount you wish to donate 
and hold your card onto the reader. You can also opt-in for Gift Aid to increase your 

donation by 25%. If you are a UK taxpayer then donating with Gift Aid means that we can 
claim an extra 25p for every £1 received. Contactless donations are simple to administer, 

are secure and convenient. 
  

 
Accommodation for actors sharing the Gospel message 

Would you, or someone you know, be in a position to offer a bed to a Rise Theatre actor in the Tilehurst/Reading 
area for a few nights in mid-September? If so then please let St Joseph's parishioner Stephen Newbury know by 

emailing info@risetheatre.co.uk or calling him on 07764 756811.  
Accommodation provision is a huge help to our ministry - www.risetheatre.co.uk 

 
 

 

 
English Martyrs Caring for Creation are asking for your 

support for the Dee Caf Foodbank on the Dee Road Estate. 
Most of us are coping with the increased prices of basic 

goods, but there are those who are really struggling to make 
ends meet and are in great need of our help. 

The Foodbank urgently require tinned foods (in date), 
toiletries and cleaning products but will be grateful for 
whatever you can offer them. If you are able to help, 
please place your donations in the marked boxes in the 

Colonnade. 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 3rd to Sunday 11th September 2022.  
23rd Sunday in Ordinary time 

Saturday 3rd (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Deceased members of the McCormack 
and Martland families 

Sunday 4th    9.00am  
 

Father Michael Dennehy Intentions 

 11.30am  
 

Tilly, Pat and John Ryce 

 5.00pm  
  

People of the parish 

Monday 5th      9.30am Derek Taplin RIP 

Tuesday 6th     
 

9.30am 
  

Fr George Curton RIP 

Wednesday 7th   9.30am 
 

Fr Roy Bennett RIP 

Thursday 8th  9.30am 
 

Private intention 

Friday 9th  9.30am 
 

Private intention 

Saturday 10th  10.00am Joseph Power RIP 

24th Sunday in Ordinary time    

Saturday 10th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Deceased members of the 
Nanayakkara family 

Sunday 11th   9.00am  
  

Lysandra Baretto thanksgiving 

 11.30am  
 

People of the parish 

 5.00pm  
  

Private intention 

 
 


