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FAITH: A GIFT TO BE CHERISHED 
 
In the gospel passage for this weekend, the disciples of Jesus asked him to increase their faith. Jesus gives them 
the following reply: 
 
‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘be uprooted and planted in the 
sea’, and it would obey you’. 
 
In other words, Jesus ets them realize that it does not take so much faith to do great things.  
The question we could ask ourselves in the first place: What is faith? 
 
Summarily, faith for us Christians is trust in God. A person needs to learn how to lean on God. When you sit in the 
chair, you have faith that it will hold you up. 
 
There are a number of things we can do regarding the subject of faith. 
 
1. Decide to trust God. This is an amazing moment. It opens the curtain. It is very important for having peace, joy, 

and hope.  
 

2. The second necessary thing that someone must do is to have a child-like faith. What is that? A child believes 
everything that he is told. It is so simple. He knows nothing about this world and about how things work in this life.   
 
3. Convince yourself that you already have faith, for faith is a free gift from God.  We only have to nourish this 
faith by studying God’s word, participating in the sacraments and practicing a life of prayer that inspires acts of 
charity. 
 
4. When you have faith in God, you understand that some things should not be changed. Faith can bring you into the 
rest of God. So, a person says with confidence, “If you do not want to change it in my life, let it stay like this.” 
 
5. Pray sincerely. A person realises his/her faith when he/she prays sincerely. It is important to know that having 
faith does not mean using it. Somebody can have money in a bank, but he still is starving. It is vital to let it out.  
 
Faith is the inheritance from God. It connects you and things that must occur in your life. Do not give up your faith. 
Sometimes you have to keep believing, keep trusting. The Bible says that God is faithful. He will make you to go 
through all obstacles with a smile on your face. 
 

Fr. Gaston 
 

 
 
 

OUR PARISH… 
…is a welcoming community, inviting, encouraging, and supporting all to have an ever-deepening 
relationship with Jesus. We are inspired to show God’s love to the world with joy and hope 
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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
 
Parish Priest:        Fr. Gaston Forbah 

gforbah@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 9.00am to 3.00pm.  
Telephone and e-mail always monitored 
Email: englishmartyrs@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Charlie McArthur 

Contact through parish office 
 

 Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head: Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES W/C 2nd OCT:   
Sunday at 9.00am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday at 9.30am  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 
The 11.30 Mass on Sunday will be Livestreamed. 

 
Confessions will be celebrated as follows:  
Saturdays after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 
Sundays: 30 mins before 9.00am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

 

 

 

"MISSIO Red Boxes: In October, parishioners who keep a red "mission box" in their 
home to fill with loose change for overseas missions can expect to be contacted by a 
Missio volunteer offering to empty their box. Holders of a box who are not contacted 
can bring it to the parish office for forwarding to the relevant volunteer. Any member 
of the parish wishing to join the scheme can do so by sending a request via the parish 
office to Paul Fanning, the local Missio Secretary." 
 

 
CAFOD Family Fast Day – World Food Crisis Appeal 

 
Harvest Family Fast Day will be Friday 7th October. The envelopes for your Fast Day donations will be     

distributed at all masses this weekend and collected at the masses on 8th and 9th October.                                                         
(Or, you can go online and make a donation to CAFOD via cafod.org.uk/fastday.) 

While the effects of the pandemic and the Ukraine crisis are straining our own finances, millions of families in 
countries such as Kenya, Ethiopia and Sudan are in food poverty as they battle to deal with food shortages and the 
loss of life-sustaining animals because of severe drought caused by global warming. A huge mismanagement of the 

production, allocation, and distribution of the world’s food resources by big commercial enterprises is making 
matters worse. The result is there is now a global food crisis that could be the worst in living memory. Your Family 

Fast Day donations will help CAFOD’s local experts to provide emergency food supplies in the worst affected 
countries in East Africa and support communities around the world working hard to put food on the table.      

CAFOD thanks you for your prayers and continuing financial support. 
Please watch this short video highlighting the plight of those struggling to cope with food poverty                       

and how you can help: https://youtu.be/7yvsYjtzO-o 
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Prisoners’ Sunday   -  Sunday 9th October 2022 
 

The National Day of Prayer for prisoners and their families.  
Pact’s work is rooted in Catholic Social Teaching.  

It brings hope into the prison environment, where men and women experience hope and                                  
isolation and long periods confined to their cells.  

Pact serves families, especially children, who experience prolonged separation from loved ones. 
Please remember prisoners and their families in your prayers. 

Envelopes are available in the colonnade if you would like to make a donation. 
 

Perhaps you would consider volunteering 
Find out more on our website www.prisonadvice.org.uk 

 
The Ten Million 

On 23 September 2022, at 11:41am, thousands of people across the UK stopped for a minute of silence to 
commemorate the ten million lives that have been lost to abortion across Great Britain since the Abortion Act 
was introduced in 1967. 

Right To Life UK have released a short two-minute video called The Ten Million, which attempts to illustrate 
what the UK has lost through the death of these millions of people. They are encouraging people to share the 
video with friends and family who may find it of interest: www.righttolife.org.uk/thetenmillion  

 
Diocesan Day for Catechists 
The Diocesan Day for Catechists is happening on Saturday 8th October in St Peter’s Winchester, from 10am to 4pm. This is a day of prayer, 
formation and fellowship which will include reflecting together on our catechetical ministry in the light of the proposed diocesan 10 year 
mission-plan ‘You will be my Witnesses’ and in the light of the new Directory for Catechesis. This day will be a great opportunity to meet 
together in person and share our experiences and good practice for catechesis and children’s Liturgy. It will be run by the Dominican Sisters 
and Fr Mark Hogan. Register for the day here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diocesan-day-for-catechists-registration-337127185487 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
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SPUC - (the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children) 
A recent BBC poll revealed that 15% of British women have experienced pressure or coercion to have an abortion that 
they did not want. 
This is a shocking reality that the pro-abortion narrative seeks to suppress - but we can no longer allow this to happen. 
It is vital to understand the reasons why women have abortions - including the horrific phenomenon of abortion coercion that 
SPUC is now highlighting - so that we can campaign for protections for vulnerable women and their children. 

This year, SPUC is hosting three national conferences in cities across the United Kingdom - in London, Birmingham and 
Glasgow - highlighting the pressing issue of abortion coercion. Details of the London Conference are:  

• Saturday 22nd October 2022 
• Location: Broadway House, Tothill Street, London, SW1H 9NQ 
• Cost £35/£25 concessions 

The conference can be booked online here: https://www.spuc.org.uk/national-conferences-2022.                                         
You can also contact Katherine Hampton on katherinehampton@spuc.org.uk, or call: 01892 542 616. 

 
Reading Community Gospel Choir 

 
The N.G.C.F (Next Generation Christian Foundation), are very pleased to announce the return  

of their annual concert starring the Reading Community Gospel Choir. 
The concert will take place on Saturday 15th October at 7.30pm in Our Lady of Peace Church Hall,  
338 Wokingham Road, Earley, RG6 7DA. The concert is in aid of N.G.C.F., who sponsor education for 

disadvantaged children in Nigeria. 
Tickets £10 (cash) on the door, under 18s free. 

To reserve tickets in advance email info@ngcf.co.uk 
 
 

Maryfield Care Home (formerly Maryfield Convent Residential Care Home), 
London Rd., Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9LA   Tel: 01256 643508 

Maryfield Care Home has re-opened under new management and we are very keen to 
maintain the Catholic ethos of the home. 

Mass is celebrated daily in the adjoining convent chapel where residents are welcomed 
by the Dominican Sisters of Malta. 

The home provides continuous quality care, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
We presently have vacancies, so if you would like to arrange a visit, or require further 

information, please call: 01256 643508 or email manager@maryfieldcarehome.com 
 

 

Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages 

Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or have you just stopped talking to each 
other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples who have difficulties in their marriage. It brings 
a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish and grow your marriage. Tens of thousands of couples headed for divorce have successfully saved 
their marriages by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment 
that originally brought them together. It helps them through difficult times whether they are disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group 
therapy or group work. For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme commencing with a Virtual weekend 
on 13 - 16 October 2022 or a Face to Face weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 24 - 26 February 2023, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 
380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
 
 

Going into Hospital: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy know. 
Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you. 

Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that you or your loved one would like a visit from a priest. 
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MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 1st to Sunday 9th October 2022.  
27th Sunday in Ordinary time 

Saturday 1st (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  
  

Thanksgiving from the Rodrigues Family 

Sunday 2nd  9.00am  
 

Gale Wilkinson RIP 

 11.30am  
Live Streamed 

Brendan Ryce RIP 

 5.00pm  
  

People of the parish 

Monday 3rd      9.30am Derek Taplin RIP 

Tuesday 4th     
 

9.30am 
  

Patrick & Margaret O’Gorman RIP 

Wednesday 5th    9.30am 
 

Private Intention 

Thursday 6th   9.30am 
 

Private Intention 

Friday 7th  9.30am 
 

Fioza Francisca Dias Thanksgiving 

Saturday 8th   10.00am Private Intention 
 

28th Sunday in Ordinary time    

Saturday 8th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm   Intention available 
 

Sunday 9th  9.00am   People of the Parish 
 

 11.30am  Angelo Rinaldi RIP 
 

 5.00pm   Intention available 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place every Friday from 10am to 6pm. Volunteers are needed to 
be in the church during this time and particularly from 11am to 12pm, 2pm to 3pm & 4pm to 5pm throughout 
October.  If you can help, please contact the parish office by telephone or email. 

Church Cleaning 
Thank you for those who (fairly) recently volunteered to clean the church. 

We desperately need someone to organise the church cleaning rota. 
Please contact Barbara in the parish office if you can help. 
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