
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth  / Twitter: @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/        

If you have news that you want to share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 

 

 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE                      

20th NOVEMBER 2022 

 

GOD’S KINGDOM: A PRESENT REALITY AND A FUTURE HOPE 

The feast of ‘Christ the King’ was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925. Originally, it was 
celebrated on the last Sunday of October, but in 1969 Pope St. Paul VI placed it strategically 
on the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year to emphasise the fact that all time and all seasons 
belong to Christ.  

So today, we salute our King and recommit ourselves to the task of making His kingdom come. 

The expression ‘kingdom of God’ appears 62 times in the New Testament, while the term 
‘kingdom of heaven’ occurs 32 times. They have the same meaning. The most apt definition of 
this kingdom is ‘the place where God rules’.  

Its’ territory is the territory of peoples’ hearts. Its’ law is the Sermon on the Mount. It exists 
in every home where parents and children love and respect one another and where God is a 
welcome guest. It becomes a reality in every country where the weak and vulnerable are cared 
for, the hungry are fed and the homeless are housed. It is experienced in every parish where all 
feel welcome, included and safe.   The kingdom is a present reality and a future hope.  

Life is the childhood of eternity and if we do our best to make the kingdom come on earth we 
believe that we will taste its’ fullness at the end of life’s journey around the throne of the King 
who reigns in power, glory and eternal praise. 

 

Parish Consultation on the Ten-Year Mission Plan 

Next weekend 26th/27th November, we would appreciate it if you could stay behind for a 

few minutes after the Mass you attend so as to hand in/share your individual feedback on 

the Mission plan. Please collect a handout from the welcomers and reflect on what 

feedback you can hand in/share next weekend.   
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“Parish Afternoon Tea” 
There will be an Afternoon Tea for parishioners to come together; to socialize and relax 
with tea / cake and a chat with friends. 
The event is being held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 24th November at 2.30pm. Please 
tell all your friends and if you are able to come, please tell us so that we can cater for the 
right number of people. 
Contact Stephen Hogg on 07891 773379. We can also arrange transport should you need 
it. We look forward to seeing you all again.” 

 

“Seniors Christmas Party on Sat 17th December at 2pm 
There will be a Parish Seniors Christmas Party in the Parish Hall 

on Saturday 17th December at 2pm. 
Invitations will be available from next weekend.” 

 
 

Can you spare a few hours a week for a very worthwhile cause? 
The SVP urgently need volunteer drivers for Food Centre deliveries in the Reading area. 

A car, estate or small van would be needed. Membership of the SVP is not necessary. 
For more details please contact Jack Ewins , President SVP Portsmouth Central Council. 

Mob 07734 499190. Email jackewins9@gmail.com 
 

CAFOD World Gifts: Give a gift of hope this Christmas 
In Advent, let’s share the promise of hope that has been made to us with our sisters and brothers around the 

world. You can buy CAFOD’s World Gifts for family and friends this Christmas online at 
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ or pick up a catalogue in church. World Gifts such as “super soup kitchens”, “trees 

for life”, or “water for a family” will help transform lives in a world filled with challenges.   
 

 

  
  

 

“As Advent rapidly approaches, it is time to consider whether you 
you would like to take part in the English Martyrs Posada 2022. 
We invite you to welcome one character from the Posada (the 
knitted Nativity set) into your home – perhaps you would like to 
welcome a Sheep, Shepherd or King. 
 

You can then spend Advent with your character – take them 
wherever you go (and tell us where you go), think about the 
journeys of those who were first to hear the Good News of the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  
 (and share those thoughts and photographs with us) and your 
Advent experience through social media – #emposada2022 
 

If you would like to take part, please contact me either 
via  email cath_harrington@compuserve.com or 07932653774 and 
I’ll explain in more detail.” 
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Altar Servers Information Sessions Saturdays 3
rd
 & 17th December at 7.00pm (after 6pm Mass) 

 

 

All churches are proposing an outing on Saturday 17 December to see ‘THE 
NATIVITY JOURNEY; details as shown on the adjacent poster.  Come and enjoy 
the real Christmas story at Wintershall. Walk with Mary, Joseph and the donkey on 
the winding, steep road to Bethlehem.  Register for the census and journey with 
other travellers, Roman soldiers and shepherds as you enter the stable to watch 
the miracle unfold.   
The Wintershall Nativity Journey is an unforgettable experience, bringing the true 
meaning of Christmas to life for the whole family.  Immerse yourself in the stories 
that shaped our world. 
THIS IS AN IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE NOT TO BE MISSED. You will be in the 
crowd and feel JESUS near you.  
If you are interested, either individually or as a family, please contact Mel on 0118 
996 7208 or email: noronhamel@hotmail.com. If we can get a group of 30 or more, 
we can make a block booking and avail ourselves of a 15% discount on ticket prices.  
Such a booking would need to be done by 1st December, so please contact Mel as 
soon as you can. For travel to & from the event, we are, at the moment, looking at 
the idea of CAR SHARING.  
Each performance lasts approximately 90 minutes. 
Please note that some scenes are performed outside and some inside Holly Barn 
theatre, your visit includes a 10 minute walk up a steep hill. 
Limited disabled parking is available for those who need it most next to Holly Barn 
Theatre but this must be pre-booked by emailing 
admin@wintershall.org.uk. Holly Barn, Bramley, Guildford GU5 0LR. 

 
 

 

 

Bishop Philip Egan invites you to join him for the annual Closer to Christ Mass of Thanksgiving.  
Details are as follows: 

Date: 2nd December, 12.15pm.  Location: St John’s Cathedral, Bishop Crispian Way, Portsmouth, PO1 3HG 
The Mass will be preceded by an audience with some of our seminarians beginning at 11.15am in the Parish Centre.  

Light refreshments will also be made available in the Parish Centre, following the Mass. 
To join us at this celebration please rsvp by 25th November to closertochristcampaign@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 

call 02392 007595 
Thank you for your support and please pray for the continued success of the Closer to Christ Campaign. 
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ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  
Registered Charity No. 246871 

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 

Parish Priest:        Fr. Gaston Forbah 
gforbah@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tues to Thurs 9.00am to 3.00pm.  
Telephone and e-mail always monitored. 
Email: office@englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Charlie McArthur & Yvonne Newman.  
                                                                  Contact through parish office 

 

    Schools:  

English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE 

Head: Mrs Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

 
Blessed Hugh Faringdon 

Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 
Head: Dr Simon Uttley 

0118 957 4730 
MASS TIMES W/C 20th NOV:   
Sunday at 9.00am; 11.30am; 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday at 9.30am  
Saturday at 10.00am 
Saturday (Vigil Mass) 6.00pm 

W/C 20th NOV: Confessions will be celebrated as follows:  
Sunday: 30 mins before 9.00am & 11.30am Masses 
and at 4.00pm.  
15 mins before weekday Masses. 
Saturday after 10.00am Mass & at 5.00pm. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 19th to Sunday 27th November 2022.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Saturday 19th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm  Patrick McGullion RIP 
 

Sunday 20th  9.00am  People of the Parish 

 11.30am 
Live Stream  

Jean Deane RIP 
 

 5.00pm   Theresa Biggins RIP 
(25th Anniversary) 

Monday 21st 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9.30am 
Michael & Mick Heneghan RIP 

Tuesday 22nd 
St Cecilia , memorial 

9.30am 
Kathleen Rooney RIP 

Wednesday 23rd 9.30am 
 Mary O’Donohue RIP 

Thursday 24th 
St Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions, mem 

9.30am 
 Benjamin Massaquoi RIP 

Friday 25th  
 

9.30am Ify Sarah Okeke, Godfrey Okeke 
& Gabriel Ide Okeke RIP 

Saturday 26th   
 

10.00am Deceased members of the Balchin &  
Mohale-Motaung families RIP 

First Sunday of Advent (Year A)   

Saturday 26th (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 6.00pm   Chris Moran RIP 
Sunday 27th  9.00am   Denis Donovan RIP 

 11.30am  People of the Parish 
 5.00pm   Pasqualina Rabuano RIP 
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