
English Martyrs’ Newsletter 

To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: Catholic Diocese of 
Portsmouth  / Twitter: @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/        If you have news that you want to 

share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD                       7TH JANUARY 2024 
ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB:  

 Registered Charity No. 1199568  
Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com 

Livestream link on You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulqb5ncxASpguMmd_0MNtA 
Parish Priest:        Fr. Gaston Forbah   gforbah@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
Retired Priest:    Fr Richard Maniak 
Secretary:  Barbara Poole. Tel:  0118 957 2149 
Parish Office: Open Tuesday to Thursday 9.00am to 3.00pm 

Schools:    English Martyrs Catholic Primary 
       Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE. 

Head: Mrs C. Doberska  
0118 937 5466 

https://www.englishmartyrs.reading.sch.uk/home 
Telephone and e-mail always monitored. 
Email: office@englishmartyrsrdg.com 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Yvonne Newman.  Contact via parish office. 

Blessed Hugh Faringdon 
Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 

Head: Dr Simon Uttley 
0118 957 4730 

DONATE TO OUR PARISH:   
Parish Bank Details: A/C Name: CDP Reading English Martyrs.  Sort Code: 30 – 93 – 04. Account No. 00885666 
You can also use Direct Debit (forms available in colonnade) and the Dona(te) machine in the church. 

MASS TIMES Week commencing 31st DECEMBER:   
Sunday at 9.00am; 11.30am; 5.00pm; 12.00am 
Monday at 10.00am (New Year’s day) 
Tuesday to Friday at 9.30am 
Saturday at 10.00am  

Saturday at 6.00pm (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

Week commencing 31st DECEMBER:  
Confessions will be celebrated as follows:  
Sunday 30 mins before 9.00am & 11.30am Masses and at 4.30pm.  
Monday to Friday:  15 mins before Mass. 
Saturday after 10am Mass and at 5.30pm:    

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: every Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm.  

From 5.00pm, Praise and Worship featuring music, scripture reading, guided reflection, a time of silence and 
concluding with Benediction. 

 

Jesus Humbly Manifests Himself to Us 
 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord. Epiphany comes from the Greek word meaning 
“manifestation” and it commemorates the visit of the Magi to the Christ child. It is the feast of Jesus' physical 
manifestation to the Gentiles, to the world.  
 Jesus shows himself to us in many moments during the day and in a special way at the Mass, in the Eucharist.  
What is our response to this manifestation? 

 

The Magi are said to have brought three gifts with them: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. How can we follow in their 
footsteps? 

We may not have gold, but we can offer to Jesus the things value highly in your life. What could these be? Our jobs? 
Money? What people think of us? The important question is: How might we give these to Jesus? How could we place 
God above the things we value in our lives? 

 

Instead of frankincense, how could we grow in our worship of God? What might we take up? Could we give an hour of 
our time each week in worship and adoration before the Blessed Sacrament? Could we give of our time and talents as 
an act of worship? 

 

Myrrh was used in embalming a body ahead of burial. What could we let go of this year? Are there things that are 
holding us back from knowing God more?  
 

As we embark on a New Year, let us choose to kneel before Jesus as the Magi did and give our lives out of love for 
him.  

Fr. Gaston 
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PARISH NOTICES 

Sunday Readings for:   The Epiphany of the Lord 2nd Sunday in Ordinary time 

 

First:       Isaiah 60: 1-6. 
Psalm:    71(72) 1-2;7-8;10-13 

Second:  Ephesians 3: 2-3.5-6. 
Gospel:   Matthew 2:1-12. 

First:      1 Samuel 3:3-10.19. 
Psalm:    39(40):.2.4.7-10 

Second:  1 Corinthians 6: 13-15.17-20. 
Gospel:   John 1:35-42. 

Every week, you can find helpful background information and guidance on the Sunday readings here: 
https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com/prego/ 

 

RCIA/Journey in Faith: Meetings resume on Tuesday 9th January at 7.30pm 

 

 

Bookshop and Repository reopens this Sunday mornng after 9.00am Mass until approx. 
11.10am. and can be found in Room 3 at the rear of the Parish Hall on the right. 
Open for the sale of Prayer books, Rosary’s, statues, cards and other religious items for both 
every day and special occasions.   
If you can help with the bookstall after any of the other Sunday Masses, please contact Chris 
Coxwell at chris.coxwell@ntlworld.com or the parish office. 

 

Senior Youth/Confirmation Group:  

Sessions resume next weekend – 14th January - after the Sunday 5pm Mass. 

 

 

“Parish Afternoon Tea” 
There will be another Parish Afternoon Tea for any parishioners who would like to come and 
join us for a relaxed afternoon with tea / cake and a chat. The event is being held in the Parish 
Hall on Thursday 18th January at 2.30pm. Please spread the word, and you can bring a friend 
with you to the Tea if you wish.  We can offer transport to anyone who needs it. 
 Please let Stephen Hogg know on 07891 773379. We look forward to seeing you all again 

 

 

Emmaus Groups – How to understand the Bible. 
In these groups, we look at the readings for the following weekend or some other part of the 
Bible to discuss it and try to understand the message God has for each of us – the Bible is the 
Word of God and He wants us to listen to it. 
The meeting this week is on Wednesday 10th January – 10.30am in Room 2 
Everybody is welcome to join. 

 
Rest In Peace 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of James Farragher RIP who died recently. 
His requiem will be at English Martyrs on Monday 8th January at 1.00pm. 
Please keep his family and loved ones in your prayers at this difficult time. 

 

CAFOD School Volunteers needed.   
Do you enjoy working with children and young people? Could you help to inspire and empower children 
and young people in your local Catholic schools by delivering an assembly or a workshop? Supported by 
CAFOD with training and all resources provided please consider the role of CAFOD school volunteer.  For 
more information contact Jo Lewry jlewry@cafod.org.uk or phone 07710 094447 
 

Group Coordinators Meeting: Following up from the mail sent to all group coordinators, we wish to re-
iterate and plead that the requested write-up on vision for 2024 which takes into consideration successes 
and challenges of 2023 could be sent to the Parish office by Monday January 8th. The Group Coordinators 
meeting will take place on Saturday January 13th after the 10am Mass. 

On Friday 12th January, the eve of the 27th anniversary of the founding of The Good Counsel Network, 
please pray and fast for the end of abortion in this Country. Through God’s grace we have seen thousands 
of Mothers in our counselling centre continue their pregnancies in very difficult circumstances. Please help 
us to help save lives with your prayers, fasting and support. www.GoodCounselNetwork.com                                  

https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com/prego/
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CAN YOU GIFT AID YOUR OFFERING TO THE PARISH? 
Donating through Gift Aid means the parish can claim an 
extra 25p for every £1 you give.  It will not cost you any 
extra. 
 

The Parish needs to be able to identify your payments.  

• With Direct Debits or Standing Orders this is easy.   
BUT you do need to complete a GIFT AID FORM 
(green forms in the colonnade) 

• If you make your offering with cash then we ask 
that you use the white envelopes provided in the 
colonnade. 
 

You must be a UK Taxpayer.  
You will need to tell us if you stop paying Tax. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

EXISTING GIFT AIDERS 
Our Charitable Name and Charity No. changed at the 

beginning of 2023. 
WE NEED A NEW GIFT AID FORM FROM YOU. 
Thank you if you have completed this already. 

Please complete a green form (Colonnade) and give it back 
to us. 

Without a new form we cannot claim Gift Aid on your 
offerings. 

 
Gift Aid forms are also available from our website 
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/give-financially/ 

In the 2021/22 Tax Year we claimed about £16,000 back 
from HMRC 

 

Last few tickets remaining.  
Payment will secure.  

For a programme of events on the evening and a menu, visit: 
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/dates-for-your-diary/   and follow the link. 

 

 
PARISH ORGAN RESTORATION 

PROJECT 
TOTAL DONATED TO DATE:  

£3,596.00  
 

Donate via DONA Machine or direct to 
CDP Reading English Martyrs.   

Sort Code: 30 – 93 – 04.  
Account No. 00885666  

Ref: Organ Restoration Project 

 
 

https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/give-financially/
https://englishmartyrsrdg.com/dates-for-your-diary/


MASS INTENTIONS: Saturday 6th to Sunday 14th Jan 2024 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday 6th            
 (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 7th    9.00am Domingos Rodrigues RIP 
 11.30am 

Livestreamed 
Angela Devanney RIP 

 5.00pm Michael Linehan RIP 
Monday 8th  9.30am Frank Fletcher RIP 
Baptism of the Lord 1.00pm Requiem of James Farragher RIP 
Tuesday 9th  9.30am Frank Fletcher RIP 
Wednesday 10th  9.30am Anne O’Connor RIP 
Thursday 11th  9.30am Frank Fletcher RIP 
Friday 12th     9.30am Teresa Lang Intentions 
Saturday 13th   
Our Lady on Saturday 

10.00am John McAvoy RIP 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Saturday 13th            
 (Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.00pm Jose Pascual RIP 

Sunday 14th  9.00am People of the Parish 
 11.30am Mary McGuire Intention 
 5.00pm Frank Fletcher RIP 

 

 
 


