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THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
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(@
ENGLISH MARTYRS CATHOLIC CHURCH, Parish Priest: Fr. Gaston Forbah gforbah@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
64, LIEBENROOD ROAD, READING, RG30 2EB: Retired Priest: Fr. Richard Maniak
Registered Charity No. 1199568 Secretary: Shyamalie McArthur. Tel: 0118 957 2149

Parish Office: CLOSED. REOPENS WEDNESDAY 19t" AUGUST @ 9.00am.

Parish website: www.englishmartyrsrdg.com ' . - ! .
All calls/emails are monitored. Email: office@englishmartyrsrdg.com

Livestream link on You Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCulgb5ncxASpguMmd _OMNtA

PARISH SAFEGUARDING MINISTERS/CONTACT DETAILS/ROLES|

Gavin Knight: safeguarding2@englishmartyrsrdg.com (DBS applications/updating of DBS parish register)
Ernestina Amanfo: safeguarding3@englishmartyrsrdg.com (Safeguarding compliance in all parish activities)

SCHOOLS: O DONATE TO OUR PARISH

English Martyrs Catholic Primary Parish Bank Details: A/C Name: CDP Reading English Martyrs.
Dee Road, Reading RG30 4BE. 0118 937 5466 Sort Code: 30 — 93 — 04. Account No. 00885666
Executive Headteacher: Mr Jamie Carroll You can also use Direct Debit (forms available in colonnade),

the Dona(te) machines in the colonnade and hall
or by scanning the QR code on the right.

Head of School: Mr Anton Dworzak
https://www.englishmartyrs.reading.sch.uk/home

Blessed Hugh Faringdon MASS TIMES FROM Sunday 16" August CONFESSIONS From Sunday 16 August
Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP. Sunday at 9.00am; 11.30am; 5.00pm Sunday 30 mins before 9.00am, 11.30am & 5.00pm
Head: Dr Simon Uttley 0118 957 Monday to Friday at 9.30am Masses
4730 Saturday at 10.00am and 6.00pm (Vigil) Monday to Friday 15 mins before Mass
https://www.hughfaringdon.org/ Saturday after 10am Mass and at 5.30pm.
_
SPE On Friday from 10.00am to 6.00pm. From 5.00pm, Praise and Worship will feature music,
scripture reading, guided reflection, a time of silence and concluding with Benediction.

RUST IN THE PROMISES OF GOD

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary the Church rejoices in the mystery
that Mary, at the end of her earthly life, was taken body and soul into the glory of heaven. It is a feast filled with
hope: what God has done for Mary points towards the destiny he promises to all who put their trust in Christ.

Mary’s life was marked by a simple but profound “yes” to God. From the moment she welcomed the angel’s
message, through the joys and sorrows of her Son’s life, she remained faithful. Her Assumption is therefore not
simply a privilege granted to Mary; it is also a reminder of where faithful discipleship leads.

In the Magnificat, Mary proclaims the greatness of the Lord and rejoices in his mercy. Her song is a song of hope
for the Church today. In a world that can so easily leave us anxious about the future, Mary reminds us to look
beyond ourselves and to trust in the promises of God.

As we gather as a parish family, we can bring to Our Lady all that is on our hearts: our families and friends, those
who are unwell or struggling, those who are lonely, and all who need to rediscover hope. Mary always leads us
towards her Son.

May Our Lady of the Assumption pray for us, strengthen our faith, and help us to say “yes” to God each day,
confident that his love has the final word. May her example encourage us to live with greater trust, humility and
joy, knowing that our true home is with God.

To keep up to date with the news of the Diocese and the Bishop please follow us on: Facebook: @PortsmouthRC / LinkedIn: Catholic
Diocese of Portsmouth / X (formerly Twitter): @PortsmouthRC / Diocesan website: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/
If you have news that you want to share with the Diocese, please contact communications@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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PARISH NOTICES

If you are a newcomer to our Parish, we are delighted to have you join us.
Please, follow this link New to Our Parish — English Martyrs Reading for some helpful information.
Also, please make yourself known to one of our Welcomers at the back of the church after Mass.

Readings for: THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY (16/08) 215t SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (23/08)
First: Revelation 11:19a; 12; 1-6a.10ab. First: Isaiah 22: 15. 19-23.
Psalm: 45(44); 10-12. 16. Psalm: 138(137); 1-3. 6.8bc.
Second: 1 Corinthians 15; 20-27. Second: Romans 11; 33-36.
Gospel: Luke 1: 39-56. Gospel: Matthew 16; 1-20.

EMMAUS GROUPS — HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLENISqR{el; [ ]V R R 331 [E({)

MM‘J %
OB WILL BE ON: Wednesday 19t'August at 10.30am in the Bethlehem Chapel.

RS IVl {21\ e 3\ A Jee]n):Y:\\\|{ We are supporting approximately 45

@ households, weekly, with food and household products. Many thanks for your very generous
%; donations. This week we are short of tinned corned beef/spam, instant mash potatoes,
pasta sauce, cereal, tea, coffee, sugar and shower gel. Financial donations can be made to
CDP Reading St Joseph. Sort Code: 30-93-04. Account No: 00885992. Please include as a
reference, ‘Foodbank’. Many thanks.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS REQUIRED

The SVP urgently need volunteer drivers (male or female) for Food Centre deliveries in the Reading area.

If you have a car, estate or small van and can spare a few hours a week for a very worthwhile cause, please
contact Jack Ewins for more details on Mobile 07734 499190.

Email jackewins9@gmail.com Membership of the SVP is not necessary

{0l S [o\ AN @:\\[D]H2 We are trying to raise funds to replace our broken and worn-
out Processional Candles. The total cost is £650.00 to replace all four. If you can help with a
donation, please put it into the box in the wall in the colonnade behind the church door.
There is a sign up to show you exactly where. If each parishioner donated £1.00, we could
reach our target. So please if you can help, make a donation to enable us to replace our
Processional Candles.

HE GIFTS THAT GOD GIVES TO US

The profession of faith summarises the gifts that God gives man: as the Author of all that is good; as
Redeemer; and as Sanctifier. God's salvation, accomplished once for all through Christ Jesus and the
Holy Spirit, is made present in the sacred actions of the Church'’s liturgy, especially in the seven
sacraments. (CCC 14-15)

ENCYCLICAL

The common good is the wellbeing of everyone, achieved through cooperation rather than individual
interests. People are interconnected, so their actions affect others. Building the common good requires
shared responsibility, dialogue and working together despite differences. By creating shared goals, society
can progress peacefully and responsibly for everyone. (Magnifica Humanitas 60-62)

BAPTISM PREPARATORY COURSES FOR 2026:

Please register your interest with the parish office. Catechists: Tony Maina & Saffiatu Bangura

There will be no sessions in August and next sessions will be in September and November 2026.
Attendance is compulsory prior to Baptism taking place.

: If you or a loved one are taken into hospital, please let the Catholic Chaplaincy
know. Hospital staff are not allowed to ask you. Ring the hospital on 0118 322 7105 to let them know that
you or your loved one would like a visit from a priest.

GIFT AID DECLARATION FORMSE

We are grateful to those who have signed the new Gift Aid Forms but are still appealing to everyone to
consider gift aiding your donations to the Church. This will yield a further 25% income for our parish when
your taxes are paid. There are green forms in the Colonnade which can be filled in and put through the
Parish Office letter box.
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DBS CHECK

Gavin Knight, our Safeguarding Representative, has done two drop in sessions for those who wanted to do
the DBS checks. If you did not have the chance to meet him, you can still contact him by email:
(safeguarding2 @englishmartyrsrdg.com)

Documents to bring: Passport, Driving Licence, Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC) or European Health
Insurance card (EHIC). Council tax statement that has been sent to your home address which is for this
current year. Bank statement/Utility Bill that has been sent to your home address and is less than 3 months
old. National Insurance number and addressees going back 5 years will also be required.
: All who need it are invited to attend the session on Saturday 22nd August from
1.00 pm to 4.00 pm in the hall. Please, register your interest to attend with Gavin Knight to facilitate proper

planning (safeguarding2 @englishmartyrsrdg.com)

Imagine a parish where everyone feels welcomed, faith is shared naturally and more people discover their
gifts for serving others. Imagine parishioners praying regularly for family and friends, encouraging one
another and growing together as disciples.

This is the vision of Parish Evangelisation Cells; not replacing parish life or already established groups but
strengthening the parish from within.

Our Parish Evangelisation Envisioning Evening is at 7:30pm on September 16th at St Joseph’s Tilehurst.
Come and hear how this vision is renewing parishes and discover how we might embrace it together here in
Reading.

To find out more go to www.pecsengland.com

DIOCESAN CATECHIST DAY — PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE|
SATURDAY 10th OCTOBER | 9:30AM-1:30PM | ST BEDE'S, BASINGSTOKE|
Are you involved in passing on the faith in your parish? Join catechists from across the Diocese for a morning
of prayer, inspiration, and practical formation as we reflect on our shared mission to form missionary
disciples. Inspired by Jesus' words, “Go therefore and make disciples...”(Matthew 28:19), we will explore how
catechists can lead others to Christ, hand on the living faith of the Church, accompany people in conversion,
and help build vibrant missionary parishes. Whether you are an experienced catechist or new to the ministry,
you are warmly invited to attend.

To register your interest please go to https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/RFGR0zEzDh or email Meghan,
Formation for Mission Team Leader at ffm@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

SECOND (e(o]REI@|[0])\|: We shall have a second collection this weekend to support the peak celebration of

our Centenary of Dedication of our Parish Church which will involve:
e Holy Mass on Friday 18" September at 6.00pm which will bring together priests who were once
parishioners or who served in our Parish. The Mass will be followed by an international meal in our
Parish Hall.
e AHigh Pontifical Holy Mass to conclude the centenary year on Sunday 20" September at 10.00am to
be celebrated by Bishop Philip.
e Publication of our Parish Centenary Journal. This will be an inspiring and delightful read.

OURNEY IN FAITH/ RCIA IN OUR PARISH CONFIRMATION 2028

Are you an adult wondering about seeking Baptism in the Catholic Anyone wishing to be
Church? Perhaps you were baptised as a child and would now like to confirmed in 2028 will need
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. to sign up by August

21 2026. Weekly
confirmation sessions will
start in September 2026 for

Are you simply interested in knowing more about the Catholic Faith of
your partner or friends? Perhaps you are an adult Catholic who would
like to deepen your understanding of your Faith. . .

i . L. anyone who is in year 7 or
Whatever your situation, you are warmly invited to one of our above and wishes to be
informal “Who is the RCIA/ Journey in Faith for?” meetings in the confirmed in 2028. Sign up
Parish Centre on either Saturday 5th September 11-12 noon or forms are available in the
Thursday 10th September 7.30-8.30 . For more information, speak to | colonnade and can be handed
one of our priests or email: rcia@englishmartyrsrdg.com. into the parish office.
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‘ MASS INTENTIONS: SATURDAY 15" TO SUNDAY 23 AUGUST 2026

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Saturday 15" (Sunday Vigil) 6.000m People of the Parish
it Boniface Rodrigues RIP
Sunday 16" 9.00am Mary Nabia Bangura Birthday
11.30am Christine George RIP
Live Streamed
5.00pm Jose Roque Fernandes RIP
Monday 17t 9.30am John Commins RIP
Tuesday 18" John Francis Summers RIP
9.30am . . .
Hyacinth Chia Nkwain RIP
Wednesday 19*" 9.30am Rufilna Goes RIP
Christine Ann Doyle RIP
th
Thursday 20 9.30am Charles Philip Tima RIP
Friday 21°t 9.30am John Herbert RIP
Saturday 22" 10.00am Johnny Commins RIP
21t SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Saturday 22™ (Sunday Vigil) 6.00pm Gregory Nanayakkara RIP
Sunday 23 9.00am People of the Parish
11.30am Vincent Alphonso RIP
Live Streamed
5.00pm John Gorham RIP
AR VNS Our Parish Afro-Caribbean Community will celebrate Black History
Month on Saturday 24" October at 7:15p.m in our Parish Hall.
Bookshop and Repository is open every Sunday morning after 9.00am Mass
until approx. 11.10am. and also after the 5.00pm Mass on the first and last
Sunday of each month. Items on sale include Prayer books, Rosary’s, statues,
cards and other religious items for both every day and special occasions.
It is located in Room 3 at the rear of the Parish Hall on the right hand side.




